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One ching mote J hold my Self obliged to recommend 
unto you at this preſent 3 which ts, That you would ſeriouſly 
think of ſome Courſe to beget a better Union and Compoſure 
CE Ee wen Err 
gion, . V, | | 
to the Government, but alſo chearfully give their Aſſiſtance ts 
the ſupport of it, , _ | 
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To the Reader. 
in many hundreds of Sermons, diverſitics of Opinions, either ſet up 
4 ſome, or pulled - Te by others, We © indeed that ſome were 

ndependents, others Presbyterians, and others Epiſcopal,but we beard 
20 ſuch things from Pulpits, I perceive ſome een think that the 
preaching of thoſe Days was meer Fanaticiſm, bleſſing the Uſurpation, 
railing againſt Biſhops, or deifying Calvin with an Infallibility ; Non 
ego Lutherum praedico, ſed Chriſtum, ſai4 Luther. Calvin was 
an admirable Man, a great Stranger to them that ſpeak moſt againſt 
him; but he was preached no further than Chriſt ſpake in kim; Non 
Calvinum ſed Chriſtum pradicabant. 

4. If I were partial, I wrong my ſelf by partiallity; but T ought to 
be juSt, and by being juſt, I in jure no Man. Thaveheard the Non- 
conformiſts vilified, and repreſented according to the Fancies, and 
Paſſions, or Intereſts of Men. 1 "wy n10t but be juſt to them, 
as to eminent Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, and think that com- 
mon Chriitianity hath ſuffered much by their ſilencing and diſparage- 
ment, Apgreat part of the World is made to believe, that the Non- 
conformiſts are not fit to be employed in the Chyrch, nor truſted by 
the State. But what they are God knoweth,and the World may know, 
if they pleaſe to conſult their Writings, and to examine their Decla- 
ration of their Tenents, They are not, to them that know them, what 
they are reported by,and to them that know them not. I ſeldom ſee any 
of them, wery ſeldom converſe with theme, yet I know them ſufficiently 
to make me bewail their Condition, and the vait damage to thouſands 
of Souls, not in the out-skirts alone, but very Heart of England, by 
their Excluſion and Suppreſſion ; who are both able and willing to pro- 
motethe everlaſting Interest of precious Souls, which are committed 
in the mean while, in many parts of the Land, to them that neither 
can nor will, If « Husband-man have more Land than he can Till, 
zmch of his Land muit lie Fallow and yeeld no profit ; if a Husband- 
man have a great Harveſt, and diſcharge his Labourers, he will ſuffer 
loſs. It is a ſzall Pariſh indeed that will not find a pretty bes 
Man work enough : There is enough for as, and for them to do,if there 
were the greateſt Onion of Minds, and wiſeſt diſtributions,according 
to each Mans Abilities. , 
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To the Reader.. | 


5. I have ſometimes taken heart to vindicate what may be jufiſtd 
in them, out of a juſt reſpet to the Common Faith, and "Protefiant 
Religion ; and there is no more objetled, . voy worſe things invyuted- 
to them by Proteſtants, than Papiſts imtpute to us all : If I have no 
courage to plead for them, ſo "oa as their Canſe will bear it, F may 
prove a Coward in mine own Cauſe ; Every good Man onght 10 be true 
to Truth, and the common Chriſtianity. ci 

6. Not to revile nor provoke them that differ from me. _ If Þ have 
deſcribed any Perſons of an impoſing perſecuting temper, with ' any 
meaſure of ſeverity : if there be no ſuch Perſons, it is a miſt uke, and 
20 injury 3, if there be ſuch, Writing is Painting, I have fitted my 
Colours to the Face, I have not repreſented any ſowrneſ; of Counte-= 
mance, but what F ſaw = it, Let ws all entertain Peace, and give 
it place to rule in our Hearts +, ſeek Peace and purſue it, and pray 
for the Peace of Feruſalem. Farewel.. | 
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Mr. Hooker, Preface to Eccleſiaſtical Polity. There will come 
a time, when three Words uttered with Charity aud. Meekneſs,, (bull 
receive a far more bleſſed Reward, than three thouſand Volumns writ» 
ten with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wit. 


LIITIITELEIILILETINTITEIITTTEETEEY 
_ To the Book (eller. 
Mr. Robinſon, 


'F A Onceiving it to bea Duty to communicate my Judgment 
(given privately by Parts,as occafion hath been offered) 

| of the Non-conformiits,and their Caſe, and allo refolved 

to. conceal'my Name, whichcan add no Reputation to 
them, nor to theſe Papers ; I have ſent them to you, before any 

Other Stranger, (and who but a Stranger may be truſted with the 
'Concealment of . one he knows not) for two Reaſons. 1. Be- 
cauſe, one of your Acquaintance, who (not knowing my De- 

ſign) gave me a very good CharaQter of you, as Ingenuous, Ha- 

neſt, Candid, a lover of Goodneſs and good Men, (whether 

'Conformiits or Nox-conformiſts) as well without, as within the 
way of your Trade. 2. Becauſe it is not hard to gueſs at the 

Bookſcller by his Author, and the Author by his Bookſeller ; 

therefore if you may fall within the Compaſs of this Obſervation, 
you fit me,becauſe you printed the Conforming Non-conformiſt, &c. 
And another, the Chriftian Temper, which Title was taking with 

me, ( a Temper rare among Chriſtians ) which I labour after ; 
and if T have not expreſſed it in theſe Sheets, I ſhall take a little 

pleaſure in then, as the niceſt Reader ſhall in any thing that dif- 

fers from him. I referit to you to judg, whether it is like to be 

profitable or not : for before the publication of Books, your Fa- 

culty either are Judpes,or find out Judges of them ; and the Rea- 

ders eat, or refuſe, only what you have taſted of before-hand. 

Read and judg deliberately, and let me know e're long of your 

Approbation,by ſceing it abroad 3 or your diſlike, by its ſuppreſ- 

ſion. And then I have but one Requeſt, that you would give 

them a private and a decent Burial, br the Author's ſake z who 

tho he be but a ſimple Man, yet means well, and for his Maſter's 

fake: It ſhall no more offend me that you ſtifle, than that if ano- 

ther take the name of them, provided he be Phzlagathos. 
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Tothe READER: 


He whole Book is to the Reader, yet a ſhort Epiſtle. to hizs 
may be neceſſary. 

1. To intreat him to ſpare his pains in writing againſt mr, 
who do not begin or maintain a Controverſy againſt him, or 
againſt any other ; Pacem te quarimus omnes. ITou may perhaps 
ſeek to keep it within the unalterable Conititution,. and be ſo much for 
Peace, that you would have net one Diſſenter in the Land. I am 
againſt Diſſenters alſo, we agree ſo far 5 but I am againſt Diſſenters 
within doors, that keep Diſſenters ont ;, let us make up the Breach as 
faſt and as Strong a; we can. 

2, To inform bias, that I do not look npon the Non-conformiſts as 
the only Men of God, that I am not hired by them, nor ſpeak for thee 
in hopes of Preferment under the Presbyterian Government, to: be ſet 
up ( as ſome fear. ) 1 aſſure him I never fear it, nor _ its 

3. To make my ſelf known to him, that I am not a Man in Power 
to ſhew the Non-conformiſts favour, nor a Man of Fame to ſerve 
thent-by any Teſtimonial but that 1 laboured to nouriſh ſome good 
Diſpoſitions and Qualities. 

1. To adore one and the ſame Spizit in different Gifts, Admini- 
ſtrations, and Degrees. 

2. To think more highly of others than of my fs 210+ only as they 
are in Power, but as in real Worth, tho but at the Footſtool, 

3. Thankfidneſs to God 5 and were it in my power to ſhew it $0 
every one that ever ſpake a word in ſeaſon to: me, which many of the 
Non-conformiſts have done, when 1 was ignorant and out of the way, 
whoſe Names are in honour with me, and the like I acknowledg, and 
ever ſhall, to ſeveral that now conform, Time was, when they all 
ſpake the ſame Things, and carried:on the ſame Work ; which was 
the Inſtru@ion,. Converſion, Conſolation,. and Edificatibn of Souls-; 
not bitize. one another, nor grudging at one another, 1 never heard, 
in 


AFuſt, and Compaſsionate Kepreſentation of the 
preſent Caſe and Condition of the Non.-Con- 
formiſts, &c. 


Am a Chriſtian, and therefore a Member of the Body ; and as 

ſuch, am obliged by the Law of Chriſt, and excited by his Grace, 

to endeavour the Growth, Perfe&tion, and Unity of that one Body ; 

and according to the meaſure of Grace and Life received, / cannot 
but feel the pain of D.ſlocations, Wounds, Weakneſs,Excifion,Sickneſs,or 
Suffering of any Part or Memher of it. If I have any Faith or Love, / 
cannot but pray for the Peace of Feruſalem. 

But Miniſters above all Chriſtians muſt have Salt in themſelves, and be 
at peace one with another -- they muſt preach the Goſpel themſelves, and 
rejoice that it is preached by others, tho otherwiſe-minded ; and all Chri- 
rm "nl pray that the Word of the Lord may have a free courſe, and be 

lorified. ' 
, I have ſome feeling of the broken ſtate of the Church of God in this 
Kingdom : but, alas ! how little do feel ? how unfit arh 7 to move thoſe 
that have healing Hands, and ſtore of Ointments, to heal our Wounds ? 
If I could but open the Caſe of a Church for many years in pain, to be de- 
livered of her Burden, groaning to bring forth Unity and Peace, but can- 
' not - followed long with ſtrong Convullions, that it is a wonder ſhe hath 

not died in every Fit; 7 might move the compaſſions of her Phyſicians,to 
hold a Conſultation to expedite her Cure. Many of her Sons have of late 
bemoan'd her ; and ſome have made enquiries into.the Cauſes of her /1]- 
neſs ; but their Compaſhons have done themſelves more good than her. 
She is not atall the better for their trouble for her ; ſhe is as ill at caſe as 
at any time, ina waſting, -complaining, declining ſtate. And to ſay the 
truth,there are many that make ſad Complaints of her Paſſion, Harſhneſs, 
and Severity ; They ſay, that ſhe procured the turning of many of her Mi- 
niſters out of their Mater's ſervice ; that ſhe isnot kind to her own Chil- 
dren,but locketh up her Bread from them, or appoints Stewards that do 
not faichfully diſpence unto them, = ſell their Bread, and put the Mo- 
. . ney 


(2) 
ney in their own pockets.And thoſe Stewards for ſmall Wapes hire under- 
Officers, that feed them but once a day, moſt commonly with that which 
coſts them but little. And that ſhe is fo ſevere, that all that ſerve her, 
muſt put in Bonds for more than they can pay, and ſubſcribe to impoſli- 
bilities ; and, in ſhort, they ſay, ſhe nſurps authority over her Husband. 
They ſay, they can ferve him, but cannot pleaſe her ; they can ſerve him. 
and die for him, but cannot live inthe ſame Houſe with her. 

For my part I will ſay no ill of her, nor make bate between the Bride 
and the Bridegroom ; Iam honoured to be a friend tohim, and indeed I 
cannot be his Pond, and not hers. But this, Ple rather ſay, that ſhe hath 
taken ſome ill courſes, and no good courſes for her own peace; ſhe hath 
been led, and abuſed by ill Inſtruments about her, and is indeed changed 
from what ſhe was in former times, and is not ſo kind and tender as ſhe 
was wont to be, by report of many that knew her heretofore. I am ex- 
ceeding ſorry for her. O that I could give her eaſe! I amno Phyſician my 
ſelf; but a ſorry Mefſenger may run and call the Doftor,and beſcech him, 
that if he have any bowels or tenderneſs of heart, he would make haſte and 
apply all his skill to ſave the Life, and reſtore the Health of the Mother of 
many Children, who will fall into the cruel hands of Pope and Devil, fo 
ſon as her eyes are cloſed. O how TY long to hear of her Diſſolution / 
O what a fick and divided Houſe do I live in! I cannot take reft in my 
Soul for the Contentions of my dear and loving Maſter's Wife ; I cannot 
lie dry in my Bed for the continual —_— = —_— and courſe 
for theſe many years,hath been moſt uncomfortable unto me for the conti- 
nual dropping in a rainy day. The Contentions are grown notorious, all 
our neighbours know them. ?Tis a moſt divided Houſe! I have no heart 
to make repetitions, of what I have read and heard to paſs between my 
dear Mother and my dear Brethren ; between my Brethren amongſt them- 
felves, and the fellow-Servants. It is a ſhame that the World ſhould know 
it ! But it cannot be hid: our very — among themſelves, and 
hope to turn vs all out of doors, and get poſſefion. They have been dif- 
puting, ſtating of Caſes, Petitioning, Pleading, and Appealing to the 
Jadgment-ſeat ; that my heart akes to think of theſe things. 7 have 
prayed for Peace, and have denied my ſelf, to pleaſe my Mother. I will 
not find fault with her ; Soul longs for Peace, and if 7 might prevail, 
I cannot tell what I would do, on condition that her Servants that have 
been turned out, may be taken in. But becauſe 7 cannot fee how this will 
be without an Order of the Juſtices of Peace, 7 will humbly repreſent the 
Caſe as truly as I cau, and intreat thcir Order for a ſpeedy ſettlement of 
my diſplaced Brethren. The Complaints are grievous. The Mother com- 
plains of the diſobedience of her Children, they will not be ruled by oe 


(3) 
ſhe would have them to be all of her mind, and uniform. She is a Godly 
Woman indeed, and keeps Prayers morning and evening in her Houſe, 
and ſhe is earneſt to have them Aſent and Conſent to all and every thing 
contained in a certain Book, and uſe no other. Some of them do not 
love to be impos?d upon, and think they are of thoſe years, as to know 
how to pray, and plead a Promiſefrom their Maſter, of his holy Spirit to 
aſſſtthem, in the diſcharge of any /mpoſed Form. (But others can ſubmit 
to that, if that would do ) She would Fans them wear white Linen, wide 
Sleeves,Cc. kneel when they cat and drink at the Lord's Table; and will 

have all their Children baptized, and alfo croffed in the forehead, which 
if you would ſee, isnot to be ſeen, for indeed it vaniſhes as ſoon as made. 

For theſe things ſhe pleads Authority in her Self, and from her Supreme 
Governour upon Earth. Since her Marriage with Kings, ſhe is grown 
wealthy in Eſtare. The Woman that was'ſometimes in the Wilderneſs, 
arawn before Magiſtrates, caſt into Priſon, that was forced to hide her 
head in Conventicles in thoſe nights of old,/that for many Ages ſpake a 
hard language, worea triple Crown, went in gorgeous Apparel, of Ce- 
remonies upon Ceremonies, carried in Pomp, (Princes did kiſs her feet) 
that adorn'd her Walls with Tapiſtry and Images ; grew Imperial in 
making Laws, and gave her mouth to ori, a Bitterneſs.) I ſay, ſhe 
now can ſhew her face, that was ſometimes forced to hide it. and is be- 
come Reformed and Chaſte ; but having Lordſhips and Preferments to 
beſtow.,ſhe hath been rather like a Domineering Miſtreſs, then gentle Mo- 
ther, as ſome of her Children have complained of her z and hath rather 
ſuted her. ſelf to the Mode of Earthly Kings, than the Will of her Hea- 
venly King and Husband. Jt cannot be denied but that ſome have been 

ambitious of her. Favour, and for the Preferments which they have got 
by their Ceremoniouſnefs, have done her no eh and to get up above 
their fellow-ſervants, have ſet her above her ſelf. And for ought 7 ſee,theſe 
ambitious covetous Perſons have been evil Inſtruments of great Conten- 

tions and Differences with her Children ; and they alfo having a ſpice of 
Adam's nature,and growing ſtomachful, with their Reaſon; could not bear 

a Superiority among, Equals, and ou they were Children of the ſame” 
Father, knew no other difference than for Prudential Government, a Pri- 

ority of Order, or the Honour of Seniors ; but not a Superiority of De- 
greeand Power. 

The more powerful Houſe(for,alas ! they havedivided Houſes)that they 
may make Laws and govertr others, do attribute great* Authority to the 
Church; indeed as great ag Jefus Chriſt her King and Husband had :-as 
xf when he aſcended into Heaven, he gave among his other Gifts, even all 
that he had himſelf, to his Church = Spouſe. One R. R, a Writer that 
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profeſſed fo much. intimacy with her, as to undertake to give her Senſe, 
and reaſon of her doings, doth affert her nai. Ahortey to be 

| twofold ; © Asall ather Bodies Politick,the one of 
Preface before bis Col- © Juriſdidtion to corre and reform, by Spiritual 
lettion of Canons,&c. * Cenſures, to preſerve the Churches Purity,and 
& reduce to Unity the Troublers of the Churches 
© Peace, not by Arguments alone, but Spiritual Ceuſures, even to caſting 
« out of the Church. The other, aPower of Legiſlation, to make Canous 
* and Conſtitutions. For though our Great Lord (faith he) hath already gi- 
*© ven to his Church moſt holy and V Viſe Rules and Laws for the ſame 
<« purpoſes ; [yet becauſe theyare general, and there may ſome doubts and 
< controverlies ariſe about their meaning, it doth neceſſarily follow that 
&« there muſt be an Authority left to this Church, and Gavernours there- 
« of, to-make new Laws upon emergent occaſions, to determine particu- 
& larities, (where by the way obſerve, that. from a Power to reſolve the 


Doubts that may ariſe about the Sence and Meaning of thoſe General. 


Laws of Chriſt, he gets ground. by ſtealth, even to infer a Power to. 
make new Laws) that there muſt bea definitive Sentence of Superiours to 
<« decide Doubts and Controverſies. He argues both from the reaſon of the 
< thing, and that Chriſt gave this Power,oh. 20.2 1,22. As my Father ſent 
«© Me; ſoſend I you. And one particular of Juriſdidion there expreſſed ; 
&« Whoſe ſoever Sins ye bind on Earth;they are bound in Heaven. The Legiſla- 
<« tive power of making Laws andConſlitutions for regulating Manners,and. 
&« determining Controverſies. cannot be denjed to be granted inthat large 
« Commiſſion ; As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I You, &c. (Where again 
abſerve how he grows upon us, froma Miſſion to a Commiſſion. They are. 
ſent indeed, but their Commiſſion is: no other than to go, when ſent.) 
Yea in the next ſentence he ſaith, our Lord commiſſions his Apoſtles,(ob- 
ferve, that pag. 1.) hedefines the one Holy Church to be the Society of 
Believers to whom that double power was given; but here it is given to 
the Apoſtles: (Have the Society of Believers the ſame power the Apoſtles 
had ? or, doth the Commiſſion given tothe Apoſtles, impower the Socie- 
ty of Believers to do as they did ? ) « He commiſſions the Apoſtles (faith 
« he) with the ſame neceſlary ſtanding Power that he had,and exerciſed as 
6 4 man for the good of the Church : this.is a Commilſſon in general. for ma- 
«king Laws; Thenin particular, for making Articles, and Deciſions of 
< Doarines controverted , the Power is more enpecſs' > Matth. 28. 
© All Power 1# given unto me : Gaye therefore, aud teach all Nations ; thatis, 
« with. Authority. And what 1s it to teach with Authority, but to. com- 
« mand and oblige. all people to receive the Truth fo. taught 7 When [I 
read ſich Diſcourſcs,, and. ſuch Conſequences, I do leſs wonder that they 
= RO who 
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whe are given to ſtrong Deluſjons, do ſee thoſe dazling V Vonders ; 5» Tu 
es Petrus, & ſuper hanc Petram ;, or, that ſee the two Swords committed to 
St. Peter, in Paſce Ove meas, when he was only appointed to be acareful 
Shepherd, Paſce Oc; nes ? But ſome Men are perſpicacious,and have Eyes 
tolead others (that want Eyes of their own) and can ſee as clearly into a 
plain Text,as a Prieſt can into the bottom of a Pap:ſf*s Heart, by his All- 
ſeeing Ear in Auricular Confeſſion. 

Others do build their Towers and Caſtles upon other Texts, which I 
paſs by.— Thus for the ample power of the Church. The power which 
Chriſt hath given to herl revere and acknowledge. 

| Others go another way to work, and lay the ſpecious Towers and 
Battlements of UVniformity and Diſcipline and Ceremonies upon the King's 
Supremacy ; affirming two things : 1. T hat the Modes required,are things 
indifferent. 2. That the chicf Magiſtrate may make Conſtitutions about 
things indifferent. | 
' And ſome upon one, and ſome upon another ground, do raife a great 
Duſt, Contention, and Diſcontent : ſome quarrel not, but are of a mode- 
rate and peaceabie diſpoſition,and wiſh for Peace and Concord : but theſe 
are quarrelled with for. their Moderation. And truly itisanill ſign of an 
aſpiring contentious nature, in thoſe that will fall out.with Peacemakers, 
that are ſober and moderate, and wiſh that both contending ſides may un- 
derſtand one another better, and love one another more, and remove the 
matter of debates and ſtrifes. How are the Ejefted called ! it grieves my 
heart to hear them called all to naught : #1d how are theſe names return- 
ned? And many throw Bones of Contention ainong them; whiſper, 
and backbite, and carry tales, to foment the heats, which gentle tempers 
labour to cool. 

The other broken Party ofthe diſſatisfied and complaining Family, are 
not ſo well agreed as it were to be deſired ; but they differ more in Acci- 
dentals than Subſtantials from one another, I mean the Brethren whoſe 
cauſe | attempt to open. Some of them will conſent to an impoſed Form 
of Prayer, and all to Decency and Order,as necefſary in Chriſtian Afſem- 
blies; and, in a word, to all is contained in the General Rules and 
Lawsof Chriſt, and rationally deduced from them, as far as they do un- 
derſtand. They all ſubmit to an Epiſcopacy of primutive Inſtitution and 
Limitation, with the due Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; and they that cannot 
agree to the ſame Form of Government, are for maintaining Peace and 
Love under different Forms, and they yetld enough to have made them 
Miniſters in the Apoſtles days, and after. They lays *tis true, that tous 
there is but one Lawgiver, andthat is Chriſt ; and they will teach: what- 
ſoever he hath commanded them : They hold that his Laws are —_—_ 
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for the Government of the Church z that the Church muſt beſubjeht ts 
Chriſt; that her Power, as Proteſtane Writers have maintained,is only Mi- 
niſterial under Him ; that all Power is feated ſtill in Him, and not made 
over by Him tony other ;, that the Churches Power is not deciſive, (for 
ab effettuthey argue,that Controverſies have not been decided,by any that 
have ingroſſed the name of th Church) butdeclarative,and fo far binding, 
as the Reaſons are cogent and divine; They acknowledge the King's Su-- 
premacy, as it hath been declared by former Learned Writers againſt the 
Romiſh Antagouiſts, and Uſurpers of that Sovereign Right : [as by Nowel 
apainlt Dorman. Rainolds conference with Harr, King Tames, and many 
more.} They aſſert a Liberty which Chrift hath given them, and cannot 
ſubje& themſelves, as the ſervants of men, in the things of God. 

They offer to aſſent toll the Efſentials of the Chriſtiaq Faith, to ob- 
ſerveall the Ordinances of Chriſt, and every part of his Worſhip, and De- 
cency and Order inthe Worſhip of God,as was ſaid before ; and, in ſhort, 
do ſay, Shew us but what the Apoſtles.Rule was , and we will walk ac- 
cording to it, and, as far as we haveattained, be of one mind, and walk 
according to the ſame Rule. - 

But then, they can never yeild to declare an nog Aſent and Con- 
ſent to Laws,Rubricks,and Ceremonies, that are ſignificant of any Grace, 
or obligatory to any Duty of. the Covenaut. of Grace, or to make Cere- 
monies federal Sigus,tho not Seals z nor the Reading the Apocrypha, and 
NegleQiing Canonical Scripture, and other things, which divers of them 
have ſpokenof at la-ge, and cannot be repeated inthis place. They pro- 
feſs, and we may believe them, that they quarrel not becauſe they may not 
be Lords and Biſhops, or that others are ſopromoted; they declare.it is no 
griefto themy if the'Magiſtrate, or legal Patrons,. beſtow the Revenues of 
the Church upon whomthey pleaſe, andare legally qualified according to 
the Conſtitution. They only beg the uſe of that Liberty of their Conſci- 
ences, to preach and Worſhip God according to the Primitive Rule, and 
. Simplicity.; and that they may not be Eje&ed and Excommunicated, and 
forced to beg their Bread, becauſe they cannot conſent to what they canner 
believe, nor vow againſt their Duty. | 

The danger of giving them a Toteration, while they remain Diſſenters, 
is ſtrongly ſuggeſted, from the multiplication of Papsſts,Socinians,and Fews, 
as the effe& of the Toleration in the Netherlands. 

, But two.things may be replied - 1. Widen the Terms, which may be 
done-with ſafety to the Church, and there will be no need _of a Tolera- 
tion, they will be- incorporated withus. - 2. There. can be no ſuch dan- 
ger from Chriſtians of the ſame Faith,and.ſubſtautial Worſhip,but of diffe- 
reat Accidental Modes, as from Socinians,” Papiſts, Tews, of a contrary 

| Faith 
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Faith and Worſhip. And why we cannot be as kind and liberal to Na- 
tives, indulging a Liberty to them in ſmall things, as we are to French, 
Dmtch, and to Lutherans, 1do notknow. 
| T have repreſented the Divifionsof this moſt famous Church of Chriſt, 
not with the exaQneſs of an Hiſtorian, nor of an Arbitrator, or a Mede- 
rator, but as beſt ſuiting with a Man in haſte, and trouble. And, here's 
enough to move the honeſt and faithful Juſtices to arbitrate Differences, 
and command the Peace. Nothing elſe will do, nor any other Man ſo 
likely to compoſe the Difference as they. For Prayers innumerable have 
been made to Godz who atts by means in fettlemens of Peace and Or- 
der : therefore we muſt pray Men too. The different 
Parties will not agree. The Commiſſioners * diſputed, * Inthe Savoy,ar. 
#nd both carried the Cauſe. The Ejeaed humbly pr 1662, commiſſion- 
tioned the Biſhops for Peace ; they would not hear ed by the King. 
them.And what Arguing, Preaching , Writing hath ks 
been ever fince! Some Reverend Sons of the Church, in love to Peace, 
and fear of Enemies, have earneſtly called and exhorted the Difſenting 
EjeQed Brethren to come and. unite, to come into the Preſent Conftitu- 
tion,as ſafeſt, as ſtrongeſt, as beſt,&c. But if they could not come in at the 
Narrow Door, eighteen years ago, and the Door as narrow ſtill as it was 
then,and thete be the ſame Croſs-bars laid acroſs, as were then, to keep 
them out, to what purpoſe is the Exhortation ? Is there a great Storm a 
; corny? they think that Chriſt is in tne ſame Ship, and they are as'ſafe as 

any other. They may clearly plead, they could have conformed at firſt, 
upon better worldly terms than now ; they might have ſaved what they 
have loſt,and got their ſhare with others : to come now to conform, when 
all places are full, and not enow for numerous ExpeQants, and- when there 
is nothing for them without tedious waiting , and if their Judgements and 
Conſciences could not enter then, how canthey now ? Unleſs their Heads 
have voided all their Reafons, and ſo are grown leſs, or that Cuſtom hath 
made the Entrance ſmoother for them. Learned and Worthy Men have 
written for and againſt, and are y_ over to one another ? If they 
are, it iS inore than they will S. The one writes the Miſchief of 
Separation; the other denies the Charge and Proof; and another throws 
back the miſchief,a Miſchief of Impoſitions : and many Swords are drawn 
by Seconds, too many bitter words for the Childrenof the ſame Heavenly 
Father, that are called to One, even to the One Hope of their Calling. 
"The ohe writes, Tow are guilty of Schiſm : and the other ſays, Who made it ? 
— My Bowels, my Bowels ! O thou the Prince of Peace, make Peace inthine 
own Houfe, Family and Kingdom, make of theſe twain, one Body, and let 
there be no Schiſm init ; as they are made One Bedy, in One, the ſame 

Breaſt- 
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.. Breaſtplate of Faith,in the ſame Girdle of Truth ; ſo let them be ſhod with 
"1 the Shoos of the Goſpel of Preparation of Peace, and let not one hinder 
another'to run, but cauſe both to walk in the ſame path, to put on Cha- 
rity, and to have the ſame mindthat was in thee. — ! 
Methinks it were but fit for us, who weekly petition our good Lord to 
deliver us from all uncharitablenef,from all falſe Dottrine,bereſie and Schiſm, 
out of a Spirit of Love (if the Peace od rule in our Hearts) upon 
our knees to petition our Governours for our Brethrens enlargement, and 
reunion with us, that they may notlie under the Cer;ſures and Reproaches 
of open Sinners, nor lie under the Imputation of Schiſm, and other ſu- 
ſpicions, and be the ſubjett of Scorn to every Papiſtical Scribler, and many 
other Miſchiefs and. Slanders :. But there being no hope of that, let every 
Man do his part for healing of the Breaches. And therefore | cannot but 
ask my Superiours Pardon to handle a tender point indeed, even to re- 
commend the Caſe of my Reverend Brethren theNonconformiſts,to the good 
Opinion, and charitable thoughts of them that can help with one A& to 
decide,what a thouſand Volumns cannot. I would not, if poſſible, be miſ- 
underſtood, I am for Unity and Conformity, but not ſuch an Uniformity 
as hinders Unity, by turning the Church into a Party. Iamnot a partial 
Hyper-aſpiſtes,they can beſt manage their Cauſe,as beſt knowing their own 
mind, neither have they been wanting toit ; Nor ſhall / give my Mo- 
ther the Church an unbeſceming word ; but yet between the Judicious, 
Holy- and Peaccable part of Fathers and Brethren of it, and the Fation- 
making Aſpiring-party, I cannot but diſtinguiſh. Indecd theſe ca'l them- 
ſelves [the Church, but by monopolizing the Church, and ingroſſing the 
Goods of the Church if they could ; they have no greater ſhare of the 
Spiritof the true Catholick, Church, than their deſpiſed Brethren, com- 
monly called Schiſmaticks by them. Theſe are ſupra or Tranſ-Conformiſts, 
that keep the Rule of Conformity much as they do their Reſidence. Theſe 
Men are Nonconformiſts too, as | could ſhew in ſome conſiderable particu- 
lars, and are a Rubrick, to themſelves. But my buſineſs is not to accuſe 
them ; but ſeeing the moſt are Non-conformiſts, either above or under the 
Rule, (a Rule,if{trialy kept at all times,in all Offices, where were a man's 
Prudence ? and if a Man hath no Prudence to uſe, or may not uſe it, he is 
very unfit to be a Miniſter in the Church of Cod.) Iam for the calling of 
my —_ into the Company, and for making Nonconformiſts 
Conſormiſtls. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, in the Parable, compares himſelf to an Houſholder 
oing a far Journey, that gave authority to his Servants, and to every Man 
his work, and commanded the Porter to watch ;. and when he went, he 
left Peace as a Legacy ; My Peace Tleave with you.But, alas ! how few have 
ſought 
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and koep that Legacy,or to do their Work ?. We may with 
into it, andfind it, be wap e, a moſt broke "oye 


among Bret! 
than if they were Baſtards. T heſe complain, -and entreat, and beg : but 
if they beg, they are not regarded ; if they plain, they arepeeviſh 
and difcontented, deſerve nothi an to-be. turned out of 
doors; if a Man pities them, leads for them, he is one of them. — 
The greater ſay, Theſe peeviſh whining Children are diſobedient to our 
Mother, vexher Bowels out, hinder all Government and Uniformity ; if 
it were not for them, how happy would it be with us ! 'But who can tell, 
but the great Ones may fall out among themſelves ?- The EjeQted have 
written, 'pleaded their Cauſe, drawn up their Caſe, and petitioned, but 
to what purpoſe ? To as muchas a Man that hath a good Right to a part 
of an Inheritance, but PR by an elder Brother, who thinks he can 
reſcribe for all, and plead Polſeſfion and Law; beſides that his Friends 
ceing Judges inthe Court have givenit him : This poor younger Brother 
has but a weak Purſe, and few Friends, and what doth be but remonſtrate, 
open his Caſe to maoy,and to hiselder Brother, with humble Eatreatics.; 
But becauſe he, doth not go to Plowor a begging,or go to ſome Corners 
of the Land, or go to ſome Forreign Plantation, he is rated asa trouble- 
ſom Fellow, fa&ious, and querulous, and knows not what he would 
have. | Pofſeſſors are deaf to Petitioners." He that -would recover his 
Right muſt go to Law for it, or loſe all. except a little Alms, and that as 
pure Kindneſs, without pretence of Right or Deſert. . | ls 
There were a Company of Juſticcs that ſate long upon the Bench, and 
theſe firſt made an Order for Miniſters to come in to certain Duties, 
or elſe they diſcharge the Pariſhes of them, and tvrn them out of doory. 
Many hundreds refuſed wt. OX in their. Bonds, upon. which they. were 
turned out of their Houſes and Pariſhes .4..and by an after-Ordergthey were 
not to come within five Miles of any Gorporation, that ſent Burgeſſes to 
Parliament, or of their own laſt Abodes ; forbidding them thereby any 
Employment in Corporations, to ger Livings, or the Charity oftheir 
former good Neighbours, ifthey hadany.- - Theſe and their Families are 
up and down the Nationgindeed, no better efteemed, whichis a ſhame to 
tell , than Vagrants, .by too many /yca, unfit tolive..,  .._...... +. 
Now foraſmuch as they may be very uſeful, it would be an AQ w 
your place, to move the Hg le Bench 
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{. Their Sufferings. And they admit of various + Aghieviicus, aC- 
_ to their various Circumſtances. Some of them were Fellows of 
and not otherwiſe preferred, in the heat of their Studies ; and 
Koen meer together with their Perferments and LivUihoods, loſt what could 
r.0t ber xed to them, their Opportunities for learned Studies, and 
ire Some dag om which is an; incſtimable Loſs 'to any-good: 
'Atudious It. was a Trial to ingenuous Men, to be turned'out of 
their - LoMA (their little Regalitics ) and becorhe Chaplains'qr 
Schoolmaſters, tenor twenty Pound ptr Anmm. And thereiga diffe- 
Yence in g Man's Entertainment, when he is courted and invited into @- . 
Family, or Employment, and when his Neceſfity drives him ; and his 
Kamp 9.” inorelike a Courtclie, than a Reward, with Obli- 


Others had but abttle Time of Settleinerit 5 in their Counry-Prefer- 
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Pariſh,' the ſecond out of the voy for hi Senenent 
London: whither he was forced. . fich recent as theſe: Ray os Fens. 
why many of the flee reſort to London and other owns, 
which js in uted tothem by ſome as a Fault of Ambition, or worſe. 
wound oF ir Herer 4 ln in Years, and Re of Reſt in the 
rilt, out of their quiet Quarters, Cc gere recs re- 
woe oy ele BY do um eg And what man of 


it I know and by rex pe Inoy be wel rſons, Lorton 
— yoo calt Suity have POINT? WP nnd 6h 


Po nf. (12) 

> Mercurius Ruſticus faith enough to make a Man's Heart blced. 
196% gt dime ſufferings, by, cnlirging theſe, Tam ſorry for 
in this affliting Point, hambly offer: 1. 1t grobaNe ſag many hundreds 
now Eje&ed were not. Men in thoſe evil Days, therefore not guilty. 
2. There was a Proviſionof a fifth part for the Wives of the Ej then, 
there is none for theſe, 3. Who can anſwer for the Violences and Ityjuſtice 
of Aftions in -a Civil War? Thoſe ſufferings were-ina Time of general 
Calamity, but theſe. were ejeAted not only in. a time of Peace, but a * 
F Time of joy 'toall.the Land, andafter an Afof Oblivion, when all pre- 
i | tended to. be reconciled, and to be made Friends, and to whoſe common 

; | rejoycing theſe ſuffering Miniſters had contributed theit earneſt Prayers, 

| and great Endeavours. Many Miniſters in the Church are poor, ih poor 
_ » W- Livings, in poor Curacies, yet are preferred above or equal to their Merits - 
29 many are poor through their Prodigality and ſuperfluous Wigs and Habits. 
* , Many Men of Worth are kept loi, by reafon of Plutalities,. and Engroſ- 
ſers, that live at.caſe,. that have not a-Heart to labour, nor give the La- 
= | bourers their Hire. Theſe are Grievances that call for Redrefs. | 
8 ' It is objeted, That they ſuffer through their own Faults, they ſuffer for 
by | Diſobedience to a Law.” © | a | 
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enjoyned and prattiſed, for the Peace, and Union, and Edification of the 
Church of God, then they condemn theit predeceſſors of Omiſſion of 
what was neceſſary, and contradia what they declare concerning ſome of 
theſe things, that they are alterable, and indifferent in themſelves,” and 
may bealtered. Andifever any Time fince their Impoſitioa might require 
the Change of them, or laying the Ceremonies aſide,” that Time when 
they were anew enjoined, and now they are required, might excuſcit, for 
many Reaſons that are ready at hand. MUS d 

Again, ſome ſay, It is their Fault that they ſuffer; But who muſt be 
| Judges of that? Their own Conſciences, or they who 
cenſure them ? They are as confident it was not theit Of this after- 
Fault, but their Duty, and roundly write,cither they = wards. 
that impoſe;or they that refuſe,fin grievouſly;and plead | 
their Forbearanceas no Sin, but a Duty. O moſt unhappy Conteſt and 
ſtrait! when either Party muſt greivouſly fin againſt God: Certainly our 
bleſſed Law-giver Chriſt never made ſucha Law, as tends in the execution 
of it,-to the Hurt of any of his Subjets and Miniſters, or to ſtop the 
Encreaſeand Progreſs of the Goſpel: And'who can juſtify any particular 
Law, or Condition of Communion, that is but a Stumbling-block in the 
way of any, that are paſt being Babes,. and otherwiſe inſtrutted to his 
Kingdom? © BN OT BS x | 

1008 with this Obſervation, . That the general Rules of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, were Hoon. to accommodate the Differences between Jews 
and Gentifes, to end' the Strife, 'to give eaſe to the Conſcience, ſilence 
their uncharitable Cenſures,and heal their Breaches about things indifferent; 
and not to determine for one againſt another,” with Penalties. St. Auſtin, 
was grieved. to: ſee the Tranſgreſhon of a Ceremony to be more ſeverely 
reprehended, than the Tranſgreſſion of God's Law, &c. faith Reverend 
Mr. Jebn Lloyd, in his Tron 0 " Epiſcopacy, pag 53. But thisisnot a 
place todiſpute. © Can any of the /mpoſers take the Comfort of their own 
Impoſitions,, and' ſay, they have. Peace and Comfort in the things for 
which learned and holy Men do ſuffer? Or if it weretodo again, 7 
- would donoteſfs? Then all 7'te fay moreis this, Then blefſed At of 'Uni- 
fotmity ! which brings Comfort to them that made or procured it,. and 
tothe that ſiffer by it alſo / Comfort fromthe Cauſe ofother Mens great 
Sufferings,, and the great Loſs to Souls, muſt be rare indeed. 
£2 theſe Sufferings of the Ejeted. They ſufferreally in their 
outward-Eſtates, in their Freedoms,in their Dangers, (being obnoxious to 
the Canons, as far as to Excommunication,, to the Temporal Laws,) in 
their Namesand Honours, as counted diſobedieut,ſadtions, fanatical,” are 
the ObjeQts of Virulence and Dirt, and are reprefented as intolerable. 

Theſe 
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Theſe are great Sufferings,: and./a ſafe way to be redrofied, nth the. 
C_ - Tendernely of Autor, 0 I am fiemy. Gti Livre F 

© Dr. Stilling fleety it is.contrary to the Primitive Pradtice, Mode-. - 
c<xation then uſed, to fuſpendor deprive Men of their Miniſterial Fundi- 

< ons, for'nat conſerging to Habits, Geſtures, -and the like, tren, p. 64. 
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"Then next let me conſider what the Caſe is; and if it will appear to be 
ahard Caſe, it calls for the more ſpeedy and ad efſetual Relief And this 
iethe next thing 1 humbly offer to prove. 

ll. The Caſe ofthe ejecd Miniſters i is reallya hard Caſe 


And | will endeavour the Proof of it in two things. 


| af 
ET chewing hatie required of them. | 
- 2, The Pewalties for not doing what is FFqvined: 


ad « The things required of them are cither, 


1, Eccleſiaſtical. | | 
2. Political, and mixed with a Cafe of Oonticns in he tw'0 


 Declarationsthey ae bound by Law to make. - 


Firſt; The EccleſiaficalPart of. their Subſcriptions 
(For brevity fake ht paſstheold _oeformity pom and Th ay to cars | 
their th anfoiged's Aﬀent end Conſent, &C. ba q P | 
eavy Injun@ion in at ſelf, thoug abundance us have. 
made little of it ; for ſome good. -Leeth: can car ne hard Cru, but 
tis Cru fo allthat: It is bard for any Man, - 246; 628 
To herd ponies. bet This of any ht inion and. 
Judgmen, exe cept firſt he that the Aſﬀſent have as: throughly Rudied, 
as clearly perceive the ; 6s he doth tharrequis ply ns 
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tory, and uſe no other ? Would not the 
ah every ng ty bs Shaen nd Lojend Eaten, oat 
Conſent to ev £ in/ the Statutes f England, and 
not endedvont any Alcetition F-Ahd why io/it nor hard fo# ue; Sbfabferibe 
to allandevery thing cotitained ih a Bodk of Divine Worſhip, not com- 
poſed by « Divine infallible Spirit ?* Can more be required to the Scrip- 
tures, or cleareſt Point of Doarine of Faith ? + : «4: Juki | 
| 4+ It is hard, 'as appears by the Qualifications and Mitipations of the 
Sence of the Declaration. If the Words'were clear, and ealre for the Un- 
derſtanding and Will to digeſt, thete needed no ſoft Conftrudjons to help 
them down. It coſt all, that are careful what paſs their hands,” ſome 
thonghts' to make them cafie. And had it not been for that one word, 
Uſe, andthe help ofthat, it woald haveftuck with many;that arc as 
Pillars of the Church as any in it, in their ſtations and degrees. - That 
which is cafie and plain,will eaſily paſs with an ordinary te td 
Underftanding. The various Conſtrudions of the Forms =Nonconformiſts 
are impartially given by the Reverend Mr. Baxter, I ſhall Plea :fer Peace, 
nor run out to defend either the rigorous or milder. p.158, &c. 
Conſtruftions, but ſhew that the Caſe of Difſenters is > | 
hard, and indeed of all Conformiſts, that muſt take the Words without 
Salro*s, or elſe muſt fall under the Cenſure: of Hypocriſie, and: doin 
mote Hurt by conforming, than if they had not couformed.; : It is hard 
to lay the Streſs of many Parts of a Declaration, as fully and difſtinaly 
_ expreſs'd, as the Wit of ſevere Men could word them, upon one general 
word, Uſe, It is a hard ConftruQtion of affirmative Propoſitions, or 
Parts of a poſitive Declaration, to be explained ina privative or negative 
Sence ; yet ſo wefind them ſmoothed, and rolled up in Liquoriſh, rhat 
they may pals the narroweſt Throats. I ſhall take the Pains to tranſcribe 
two CouſtruQions, of two Excellent Men, which-may be taken next'to a 
publick Sence and Conftruftion, "_— the one of them, wha was the 
moſt learned and rarely tempered,Biſhop Reywolds, in his Sermon of Mode- 
ration before the Houſe of Peers; Novemb.7. 1666. a Day of Solemn Hiu- 
miliation for the Peſtilence, pag. 24. -- * And truly it is an Honour which 
© Learned Men owe toone anottier, to allow Liberty of Difſent in Matters 
© of meer Opinion,ſatva compege Fidei, ſalvo vinculo Charitatis, ſalva Pace 


© Eccleſie,(for theſe three,Faith,Love,and Peace,areftill to be preſerved) 


{git is a Charity which os Men owe to one another upon'the ſame 
© Sabvo's, to bear with the | | rfnities of each other, not to judg, or de- 
« fpjſc, or ſet at naught our Brethren ;, as »ſelef and inconſider able Perſons : 
C But whom God is pleaſed to receive into his Favour, not to caſtthem out 


» of ours. This Latitude, 'and Moderation.of Judgment, ſome _ 
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ſons given in at a Conference about it. Ub ſupra, p.. 160. 
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© Men have taken the freedom to extend, even to the Caſe of Subſcriptions 
© by Law:required, ' The learned Author of the Book called; 4r anſwer to 
© Charity maintained and the late learned. Primate of Armagh,ArchBi 

© Brambal ; (and quotes their Words in the Margent, which are theſe) For 
* the Church of England, 1 amperſwaded, that the conſtant Dorine of it is ſo 


© pure and Orthedoxythat whoſoever believes it, and lives according to it, un 


© doubtedly ſhall be ſaved ; and that there is no Error init which may neceſſi- 
© tate or Warrant arty Man to diſturb the Peace, or renounce the Communion. 
© This'in.mige Opinion is all intended by Subſcription. ——The Words of 
«che Arch-Biſhop are theſe 3 We do nor ſuffer any Man to rejett the Thirty 
« Nine Articles of tht Church of England at his Pleaſure, yet neither do we 
c 1 them as Eſlemtials of ſaving Faith, or Legacies of Chriſt and his 
6 Apoſtles ; but 'in a mean, 4s prom Opinions, fitted ag wy Per ſervation of 
& Unity ; Neither do we beleive any Man to beleive them, but only not to contra- 
© dit them, at © | | 

-- This Sermon bcing _m upon requeſt of the Lords, I thought this 
moderate Expoſition of Subſcription, (as-it was aimed at by that rare 
Preacher, | believe) might paſs for approved by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and benext toa legal authentick Sence of all things required 
by Law :: For if Subſcriptionof Articles bein ſo laxe a Sence, much more 
to ſome of the other things, But Mr. -Bexter, who hath as good reaſon 


' to know as any one Man, hath daſhed this Conceit; for hewrites, that 


when the Lords would have put in this Proviſo, To rhe Uſe of the Book, 
the Houſe of Commons refuſed it, and'the Lords acquieſced in their Rea- 
The other Expoſitor of our Declaration, which | ſhall produce, is the 
Reverend Dr. Seilling fleet, Dean of St. Paul*s, who ſhines as a Star in our 
Firmament, and in regard of his own great Reaſon, and: Acquaintance 
with other great Mens thoughts, may dire the Courſe-of fluduating 
Coaſters, that look for a ſafe Landing-Place, and ſure footing,before they * 
proceed in the Service of - __— Fo his late contro- 
Miſchief of verted Sermon, among other ſharp Refle&ions upon his 
paws 4. ' Friend; Mr, Baxter, he hath theſe words, ag. ity 4 
bard Caſe with a Church, when Men ſhall ſet thtir Wits to 
ſtrain every thing tothe worſt Sence, toſtretch Laws beyond the Imention and 
Deſign of them, to gather together all the doubtful and obſcure Paſſages in Ca> 
lendars, Tranſlations, © &c. : And will not diſtinguiſh betwixt the Approbation 
of the Ufe, and of the Choice of things ; for upon ſuch Terms pay. 5g 
think, to juſtifie the preſent Diviſions. 1 much qutſtion, whether if they proceed 
in ſuch a manner;they can-bold Communion with any Church in the Tho , 
World. Sofarhe. From which Word3:hmake bold to infer, (and if 7 


| T 7) 
zmtoo bold,, Ido ſeriouſly ask S—_— /1: It ſeems to wether ke lis 
mits- ary yg the Declaration and CGnſent,to- the ſcopeand in" 
tention. of the: Law, par apogee and/allthings in it- 
2, Thata man | may afſent and conſent tothe uſe of thoſe things, which a 
Man would not, or doth not chooſe, ifleft to his choice and liberty. 3. Here 
is a blot caſt by his Elegant Pen, at leaſt upon ſome of the ,contain- 
ed ins. and preſcribed, by:the Book, as things not to_be choſen, hut only to 
be uſed by conſtraint. - 4. An Impeachment; againſt the Contrivers and. 
Exadters of Conf , far requiring Aﬀſent and Conlent co all and every. 
a, V4 making a \contained in, &c. whick ſuch Excellent 
enas the Dean is would not uſe, if left to his choice, nor any other wiſe 
—— z and ſo. ticir m comes. to this : 1 wp vena 
(and all-thingsto be uſed. in it) ſuch as they are, inſtead of better ; 
tho not declaring our Aﬀent, is ooniſhable with Deprivation, or Non-. Ty 
mittance into the Palo Modtiry ofthe Check, cad: the loſs. of a Man's 
Livelihood, and Temporal Rewards of the 5. If our Gover- 
nours ſhall from their great Wiſdom and'Com ka a moſt divided 
Church, alter the terms of Communjon and ity, and unlace the 
Garment. which .is made too ſtrait for the Body, which: faints, 'being 
ſraitly: laced : then no manmuſt be offended with the Reverend Dean, '6r 
_ Nr that cpaformed inthie args ſence; if they diſuſe the-things now! 
in uſe, and fall in with ſuch things as may like them as' well or 
6. t infer, and retort (which is to my purpoſe) that it is a hard Caſe with 
a Church, when Men ſhall ſtrain their Wits to frame Declarations, under 
ſuch ſcyere Penaltics, to paſſages that are A and obſcure,and capable 
of an ill ſence, that we muſt turn/ta;Kalenders:to find out: Leſſons. in -the 
ha, thathave Canonical Leflohs 'enow,. to nſe_other Tranſlations 
than the laſt and beſt, &c. But Mr. Baxter doth inſtance in other things, 
as well. as Kalendars and Tr anſlations; and holds occalional Commumon, 
with-the Church as it is, and would muchrather, if thoſe paſſages, (which 
the learned Dean calls doubrfut and obſcure) were notimpoſed, and is Ca- 
tholick enough 9 ſn 7 A pe with any Chriſtian Church, har hath 
por corey Worſhip. 


rs which is, anew te &c. athiing eaſily —_ to. 
licati # 


1 do confeſs "that there have. been ir-E ns and Limitations pub-, 
liſhed to. make this gain 4 ; but yetitishard, unleſs all iv. toad 
attain to the hops fence, und hot ations are_-uot. .known to 

dance that ſubſcribe a cena 
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| am confident many never read. the >a nent B, ſa 
renounce they know not what ; way ket their, 5 yemenge Fife 
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Pulpit,where' a Thread-bare Jingle hath been of late much uſed by ſome 
ob the Holy in France: (to. root 'out-the Proteſtants) and the- So- 
lkenm League, /- which muſt be.taken;to- be asbatas thaty being coupled to- 
gcther witkit. But that whichis hard inthefe things is; 1. To renounce 
what many -do-not know, (arid moſt never took) nor was ever like tobe 
impoſed, but to expirewith the Men that took it, in the heat of War: 
EButthe Time of the Expiration of this Partdraws 6n. 2. Not only re- 
nounce it ourſelves, batto declare :that no Man elſe is bound. How can 
I judge of another: Man's Obligationiin his Place and Calling, &c: Beſides, 
admit 1 'declare that there lies no Obligation.upon any other Man, any 
more thanupon my ſclf, yet -itis but my Opinion : I think he is not obli- 
ged, but my Opinion doth notabſolve or releafe him that thinks himſelf 
obliged; and: al this while'l do really renounce but for my ſelf. And jtis 
hard for ay Man to det&mine a'Caſt of -Conſcience, whoſe Caſe he doth, 
it may bey not well underſtand, and! may fail inthe'ſtating of it. 
But I muſtnot deſcend intoParticulars, neither do 1 rmine againſt 
it, bat ay gems m_ the Eacy 0. rhe them who _ declare 
theſe things, (altho'they do not refuſe itfrom-any Principle of- Diſloyalt 
or Faltion) and that from this underiiable may Men ge Argim ' 
That which alb\the Art, and" Wit,-and- Intereft' of ſome Menin great 
Place and Power in the Houſe of Lords, could not make to paſs; but was 
> with that Clearneſs, ' and Cogenicy of. Reaſon and Reſolution, as 
it 'they were ſaving a Nation, 'by reſiſting the'Teſt, | which could not paſs. 
intoa' Bil wuſt needs be hatd to beampoſed upon Miniſters: And it is 
not icyprobable, burithatnoble Oppoſition gavethe greateRepulſe to. a 
darigerons'Defign;” long carried onto Tubvert the Government, ynder'a 
Pretence to-preſetveitas it is; in-allits' Parts:and Circurtiftiirices' Andthe 
joint Oppoſition 6f ſome Popiſh Lords againſt the Teſt; doth: not at" all 
abate the Strength of this-Reaſon; for- they having a cruel Deſign, de-- 
Kradtive of this Frame,-could not chaſe but oppoſe a Teft;whith was pre- 
tended to preſery©'it unalerably as it is; botſeinreſpett' of the Perſons that. 
s6vertiin the Throne, Church and: Stare; end: in- its preſent Conſtitution. 
And whereas many hinge beehi carried 0ny as tho to/preveht the co- 
ig of Tuch a Year as that unhappy Forty orr3-yet really there have been- 
eat Endeavours uſed; to bring-us under the Obligation- which ſome 
fee 


ht” upon us in the Year Porryz 1: meanthe” Fr carer Oath; leaving. 

he' Et certra itſelf, and under acolonr to preſerve ugfrom a Long Par- 
lanieat of theTomplexion.of Forty ore, tion; and Covenatit, aud 
ares 7 Maſleves: Ab wil) tal 


| C 9') | 
, Sans of- our, Church, committed: Fornicatio with Rome, who had almoſt 
oneouther full Time, teady to be delivered of a Pope, 'ahd had called 
the Mrawife and many Ladies to the Labour, beſpoken-Nurſcs arid Goſſips, 
and Choice of Fathers, to Antichriften the Monſter with the Name of Ca- 
tholick-Church, with-all the Ceremonies of 'the-Maſs?. Some of the-emi- 
nent Nonconformiſts being willing to declare their deteſtatiou of Diſt6yalty, 
were taken; with,the Declaration ſent out after-the Oxford Oath,)or' Five- 
nile Att, being made believe that that Explication was ſent forth by 800d 
Authority.z yet many NO was intended; were reſolved to ven- 
ture their own private loſs of Liberty,by aſſerting the Pablick Liberty, and 
(as things now- appear). the Government .ows them a kindneſs; and the 
Noble Lords and Commons (that underſtood themſclves, and the encrea- 
ſing Perils). immortal thanks for their ſeaſonable Adtivity to preſerve the 
ſtrong and ancient Government. . But, toconclude this:Head, lt is hot 
kind to ſay no worſe; to engage all Miniſters, never ſo young, or elſe they 
cannot enter into the Churches Miniſtry, either to be Politicians, to ſtady 
State-Afairs, (for which many have been extreamly blamed) or ctſe to be 
led as Fools, into they know not what. ' And. they that have given this 
fuer. Tb edgy Many; 9h little cauſe-to' take irwell> 'as A the 
' Kanding Oathsof Allegiance upremacy werenot:tyeſufficient to keey 
us-honefty but diſhonour us by a ſuſpici wa Diſl6yalty: and Yrankan 
Obſerve the method of proceeding ;, firſt they began with us, as Guades of 
the People ; and next proceeded todraw in Col ons, and from thence 
to impoſe it upon the Parliament it ſelf; . ro: which if. they had ſubmirted, 
we ſce what would. have followed, We might bave feen'”* | £19110) 7 5 
ſuch Commiſſioned by the King's own Authority, as © See the >Cdmmons 
would have deſtreyed His Perſon: and cut all our  Anfiver ro His Ma- 
Throats, having, firſt tied our hands. . Thus I have - jefties Meſſape a- 
ſhewed what is _required'from them. The ſecond bout Tangier.” '* 
Particular follows. 111 ETC LILIGLE A 581-07 2Z56W'ovH ” 10% 
Ak Conſider the Penalties to beinfliced 'upph ſuch-as will-not- cot 
Br [9.0 963 41901 V4 UNIV £ YO UB V1 B04 FOR TNIWE * 
- 1, They who were the Miniſtry muſt be divorced from thoſe, whom 
they had baptizetl,andeſpauſed to Chri whom they had laboured) ' 
and their remove-was to the'ſhaking of many Chriſtians, and tothe preat 
harmof theChurch.... 1 will :inftinceonly theſe three ways. -Firſt;1it was 
as bad;to many. as:thecChange: taN 02: weally ild. (1 will ask 
' no Pardon. for the;Compariſon,/ it beidg Apoſtolical.): 2a6y)/Itwysenough 
tomake-many Raggery>and (calkin-cueſtion all:choſe Truthsthar had:bin 
delivereg.; to-thent;: noe that theit Preachers are judged/unfir-to' be'con- 
tinued.in Truſt with: Souls: and tended to breed Atticiſnj; 'and mia- 
hf | D 2 :: 
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(20) 
ny Errors, -. 3dlyy- It tended toalienate the: minds of __ from” the Go- 
vernment of-the- Church, 'that would enforce Laws: binding to mary un- 
neceflary things, even to the Ejedion and Deprivationof many Orthodox 
and painful Divines. - And-this Ricks with many to this day ; by which 
the Church-Rulers have not got, but loſt... And thefe things aggravated 
with an imputation of Diſboneſty in Miniſters, by the publication of their 
Aﬀent, cc. 'in-the full Congregation. |. For if Ig 'diſtinguiſhed- be. 
tween the ſubſtance of Ordinances, and Accidentals, which was but ne- 
c:fary ta many people, (who [thought no worſhip Divine without the 
'; | Ji Common-Prayer, (as1 my ſelf 'have known} nor 
See alſo My. Blake, Co. any. Child rightly baptized without the Croſs) - 
Tenant ſealed. p, 308 _yct by this Att of Uniformity they muſt declare 
wy | Aﬀent and Confenttoaltand every thing to Croſs 
as,well as Baptiſm,: to Ceremouy as well as Subſtance. And how eafie 
was'it for ſinful People and weak, to ſay, See what theſe Men can do — 
Yeazin caſe that in any after-time, wiſe and moderate Governours ſhould 
fee aneceſſity of making alterations : Then again, teaching Scorners to 
ſay, Yea, fee-what theſe Men can'do — to the great! diſhonour of Rehli- 
gionz and diſgrace-of the beſt.of Miniſters.” And one would think thatbe- 
eauſs the Courts centinue to fwear Church-Wardens to preſent, they had 
Spies enow upon. oluw Nonconformity, and Puniſhmentſmart enough, they 
might have ſpared torcquire this:Declaration ;' or, if they had Ce us 
honeſt, our promiſe to conform had been ſufficient, tho kept in the Regi- 
{terss and made at. our;:luſtitutions. - Yetthroygh this Diſhonour we attain 
our Honour, Theyare debarred from all exerciſe of theit Miniſterial Abi- 
lities,..their Wives and Children turned out of Doors'; and when they had: 
made:afad: and chargeable: Remove of late, muſt remove again upon the 
Five-mile A&; And thefe Penalties were next to Death, and I conceive 


iy not cſtcem-any thinga juſt ciuſe of os i 
« Silencing of Preachers ſrom preaching, for 


« ture totake away their Lives,. © 


(21) 
-'It is objetted, That they ſin againſt the-Law. And they may anſwer, 1''bo 

' procuredthe Law ?itis the Map te's Sword but who moved him to draw 
it? They are told they have no cauſe'to complain of ſufferings; for the 
Magiſtrate hath been merciſul,” and hath not executed the Laws. 

Thanks be to God for the Mercy - but all have not been ſo merciſul as 
the King hath been, or many inferiour Magiſtrates ; bat their Mercy hath 
not been kindly taken by many, who ſhould have more tender Bowels 
than any Man that wears a Sword. To conclude ; a reaſonable wider- 
ſtanding may judge that Law nor fit to remain in force; that is not fit to be 
put in excention. That Law cannot be good, that is not fit to be brought 
to at, without more real hurt than good. -And if the wiſe and merciful 
God hath by many- remarkable Providences put a ſtop to their execution, 
itis time for Men to atmulthe Zaw,' + © | | | 

- 2,” The Penalty is hard upon them that make their offers to be adwitted 
into the Churches Service, 'or that would come in but ſor theſe InjunGions. 
It is but a narrow Paſſage that is made for them that enter in - yet what 
ſhall they do who have ſpent all they have in a Preparatory Education ? In 
they muſt, tho but to a Curacy, (which is not caſe to be had.) Itis-grie- 
vous to-think with what Implicit Faith they do what is to be done ; yet 
muſt Aﬀent to more than ever many have ſtudied, [rather following Exam- 
ple than'Reaſon] or elſe there 1s nothing for them to do. Others that 
are enclin*d to Learning, and to ſerve in the Goſpel,are deterred upon ma- 
ny accounts, and have great prejudices againſt Conformity,becauſe of the 
great reverence they have to Nonconformiſts ; and theſe are under a'great 
temptation to perpetuate a Nonconformity - ' which-is more ſutable to their 
irclinations,” as being a ſtate of freedom to their: Conſciences, fromgreat 
Bonds and Obligations, tho an Eſtate attended with hazard: to_their Bo- 
diesand Eſtates. And all young Students are under this neceſſity, either 
they muſt ſubſcribe hand over-head, or-elfe they muſt ſpend their time in 
theſe endleſs Controverſies of the Church, and be engaged in the doleful | 
and fearful Wars of the Church, on one fide or-other. | 
- 3.,.The third Conſideration that pleads for our Non-conforming Brethren, . 
is taken from the Reaſonableneſs of their Demands. 1 diſtinguiſh theſe 
Demands; into thoſe Propoſals made by the Commiſſioners in the Savoy, 
Anno 1662. with tliat Modeſty, Gravity, Humility and Reaſon, treating-. 
the Biſhops and other ranns asSuperiours.- © 2. Into thoſe which 
have been repeated-by particular Perſons, and may be feenin the Wri-- 


tings of Ladorious and Catholick' Mr. Baxrer, Mr. Jobn Corbet, and Dr--- 

Owe inhis learned'and moderate book of Church-Peace, Love and: Unity: 

- _ only generally compare what they humbly deſired, - with what was+. 
eclared- 


t. In 
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I. In his Majeſties gracious Declarationconterning Eccleſiaſtical A fairs: 
a moſt large and healing: Plaiſter for the- Churches Wounds, and-might 
have been a Pillar to have born-up-the Church in Unity, es his Gracious 
AFF of Indeniiity and Oblivion hath held up the State ; if ſome Men, who 
can be loyal for their own ends, had not (perhaps) bin induſtrious to make 
Diviſions by their Aﬀe&ed Terms of Union. ; 
\ 22+, They hawbly moved; but for what great Men, and famous in the 
Church-of God- to. all rity thought fir to graut. In that Year 4641, 
there was a;Committee for Religion appointed ih the Houſe of Lords, ten. 
Earls, tea Biſhops, ten Barons. The Biſhop of Lincoln (Williams) ſent a 
Letter to ſome Divines to attend that Service (who' met 
Breviat of his inhis Houſe, the Deanery of Weſtminſter) upon which 
Liſe, p. 24. HArch-Biſhop Lad hath this Note : <« Upon the; whole 
: &« matter,['believe this Committee will prove the Natio- 
** nal Synod of England, to the great diſhonour of the Church : ' and what 
& elſe may follow upon it God knows. "an 
- Theſe Divines were no leſs Men, thanthe moſt Venerable Arch-Biſhop 
Uſber, Bithop (14 il;ams) of Lixcoln,Dr. Prideasx (after Biſhop of Worce- 
ter) Ds. Brownris (after Biſhop, of Exeter )Dr.Ward (Profeſſor of Divinity 
in Cambridge,and. Arch Deacon of Taunton) Dr.Featly, Dr. Hackgt,of late 
Biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield.  8ll theſe ſubſcribed aPaper called, The 
PFroceedings,&c touching Innovations in Dollrine and Diſcipline of the Church 
ef England ; together with Conſiderations upon the Common-Prayer Book, Out 
of which I draw. a Parallel, with the Propoſals of the Divines appointed 
to treat:-by his Majeſty s Commiſhon, with jp ny ks frhe 
other.Divincs of.the Church of Englaad, at the Savoy. [See Account: of the 
Proceedings; printed Zond. 16614]. * : ,oitead0 brig ebit 


:The Divines apPointedto meet in the. | The Commiſſioners in the Savoy, 
12:46 - Dean's Houſe, I64b.2 ified 3 of to 2h BOOKED ail 6: 
Conſiderations on the Common--|-, - In, zegard of- the,. many: defefts 
Pray 1) 3-4. 0 -/ | Which have been obſerved! in that 
. 24; Whether the > Reading of |; Verſion of the” Sctiptures which is 
Pſalms, Sentences of Scripture,con- | uſed throughout the; Liturgy, —We 
curring.in divers: places in Hymns, j tbereforedeſire in tend thereof the 
Fay rms our not | :Ny dpmoo ets —_ y. Au« 
-be ſet outinthe-New, Traoftion £,-|thovity, may along: be uſed; 5,p. 135i 
4; Whether Lyſlopsof- Canonical. | 9z/Jt I bernfaredaſired thabno-: 


a* © 


Scripture ſhould inot.be put in the: | thing may be reag'in the Church for 
Kalendat inftead of the Apocrgpha.? Laflons bur the Holy. Scriptures: of 
the Old and New Teſtament. ..', ,, 
5. That | Excep- 


1", that the Doexolory ſhould 'be 
always printed” at the end of The |. 
Lord's Prayer... © 


6. Whether the Rubrick ſhould 
not be mended, where it 13, (that 
the Leſſons ſhould be ſang in a plain 
Tune) why not, read with a diftt 
Voice ? 


7. Whether Gloria Patri ſhould be | 


repeated at the end of wes Pſalm? 


Conſider. 9. Whether the. Hymns, 
Benedicate,. Onnria.0 45\&<, 
not be left out?: _ /"wL 
.3;: Whether Pd Bubrick ſhould 
not be mended, where all Veſtments 
in time of Divme. Service, 'are now 
condinanded qokic@werrufed 2E.6;, 
10;..In- the Prayer for'the Cl 


| es 2 rn ar be ee | 
Ewhich only work ve pea marodeJ. 
frat In the Rabrck for the dt 
ation $ Whe- 
ter hi Kerns be kde, ce 
ſuch '85:!:inverid:; to-coriniunicate, 
SOS 
rate or inthe 
before Prayers.” 0 uy 
_ 15.; Thenext Ribrick, to beds? | 
red;;How fard\ Miniſter. may repulf« | 
2, ſcanddlous chiuotcatb Sinner: | 
fromthe Colminonions! / © * off 


«SOOT | 


(.23 ) 


be Exception 3. Wedefre that the 
words, For thine it the Kingdom —- 

' may be always added t'the Lord's 

| Prayer, 

Except. p. 13. The Leone, and 


2 3 cen] 


] Epiſtles, and Goſpels, being for the 
moſt part neither Pſalmsnor Hymns 
we know no Warrant why the 
| hould'be ſing in any es; an 


them with an audible Voice, tends 
more to the edification of the 
Church. 

Except. Wedeſire it may be uſed 
but once in the Morning, and once 
_ Evening. 
| ept. We deſire that ſome Pſalm 

or er Soer mmn,may be appointed 


inſtead of 'that On TEN & 


* Except: Wwe defre i ny be left 
our. 


|'The Prefaces' Af gkia 
ſeem not to have: 
Gab #eſpect-to-'the: 0 Pettiondy 8. 
I Farrie. P- 7: 


FP 


 InthdOrite Fa Yo LardP vB ayer. 


Exc The time here (in 
the, -} for noticeto given 
tothe par ſomayacs: 2 


þ* <l « 1 £32909 


i Except. We. defie-the Minifters 


both'to\ admitandr 
Fomehe Lord's Table, may => 


a Oh. to: his Majeſty's Dockrath 


'25« 1660. 


conceive that the diffin& reading of 


of any cot n 


þ 
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13. Whether that Rubrick.is not | Except; ColleQions for the Poor 

to be mended, where the Church- | my be better made at, 'or a litils 

wardens/ure fraitly appointed to \ before the departure of the Com- 

gather theAlms for the Poor, before | municants. 
e Communion begins, for by &x- 

perience it is proved to be done bet- 

ter whel fe prople depart. q 1/6 onon * 

- 14, Whether the Rubriek, is not || We deſire it may be mage by the 

to be mended,concerning the ory Miniſter only. 

that is to. make his general Confef- | 

ſon upon his Knees , before the | 

Communion, that it ſhould be ſaid | 

only by the Miniſter, and then-at. | 

gvery.clauſe repeated to the people. | 


116. Whether it be not fit to'in- | We defire that the following 
ſert a Ruebyick touching kneeling at | Rubrick, inthe Common-Prayer Bock 
the Communion; that is, to. com- | of 5. of Edw.6.may be reſtored; for 
ply inall humility witt>the Prayer | the Vindication of the Church, .in 
which the Miniſter makes when he | thie matter of kneeling at the Sacra- 
deliversthe Elements: 1 | ment,&c: - of [ 267 

19. Whether in the firſt Prayer | It being doubtful whether either 
at the Baptiſm, theſe words, Didft j the Flood Jordan,or any other Wa- 
ſantlifie the Flood Jordan,and all other | ters, were ſanftified to. Sacramen- 
Waerssſhould not be thus changed; | tal uſe by.our + rag eur, 01 
Didſt ſantlifie the Element of Water? | tized:> VVedelire this may be. 0- 
Dy .< | therwiſe expreſſed. 

20, 'Whether -it be not fit to || - 18-General Propoſal-Aﬀter ſtrong 
have forme -diſcteet | Rubrick, made y, arguingsthey conclude, VVe there-' 
ro take away: all Scandal from fig- | fore moſt earneftlyentreatthe right 
nilying [the-Sign: of the Croſs \up= } reverend: Fathers arid Brethren, to . 
on the infwits/after Baptiſm: or: if | whomtheſe Papers are-delivercd,as. 
it ſhall ſeem more expedient, to be | they tender the Glory of God; the' 

vite difuſed.z whether this Reaſon | Honour of Religiou, the Peace of 

ould be publiſhed, that.in Aiici- | the Cluirch, 'theService of his Ma- 


ent Liturgics;No: Groſs was na || jy; in the: m' ment of that: 

oe ply. api; orgs, happy: Union; which. his Majeſty 

alſo;.wasnſcd;-aid therefoxei'OiÞ |. hath ſo abundantly:teſtified his De» 

kom 4:94-4 omitted; ſo.may alfo.thaÞ | fires of, to join with us in impor- 
ic 


which was concomitant with it, the | tuning his moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
Sign of. the Croſs. that his moſt gracious Indulgence,as 
21. Inl to 


(25) 
ro theſe Ceremonies granted in his 
Royal Declaration, may be continu- 
| ed and confirmed to us and our Po- 
ſterities, and extended to ſuch asdo 
not yet enjoy the Benefic thereof ,-- 
21, Inprivate Baptiſin, the A: Of Private Baptiſm. 
brick mentions that which muſt not} We deſire that Baptiſm may not 
be done, That 1h: Miniſter may dip | be in a private place at any time, 
the Child inW ater, bring at the point j unleſs by: a lawful Miniſter, and 
of D:ath. | in the preſence of a competent num- 
ber ; and where it isevident thar 
any Child hath been ſo baptized, no 
part of the Adminiſtration may be 
j reiterated in publick under any li- 
mitations, an4 therefore we do not 
ſee any need of any Liturgy inthar 
» Caſe, 
Exception of Confirmation. 


22, Whether in the laſt R5rick 
of Confirmation thoſe words be } Altcho we charicably ſuppoſe the 
ro be left out, [and be nndonbtedly * meaning of theſe words was only to 
ſavea.] exclude the necefſſicy of any other 
Sacraments to baprized Infants; yet 
theſe words are dangerous,as to the 
miſleading of the Vulgar,and there- 
| _ we deſire they may be expun- 
e 
23. Whether the Catechiſm may , Except, of the Catechiſm. 
not receive alittle more enlarge- } We defire the firſt Queſtion may 
ment. ; be altered, conſidering for 2o0Years 
| paſt, many had no God-fathers; 
' and the 7:4 Q. The ſecond Anfſw. 
Wherein I wasviſibly admitted into 
the number of the Members of 
Clift, That the Command tents 
maybe inſerted according to thelalt 
Trar{ltion of the Bible. That inthe 
Expoſition of the Comtnandmehts, 
ſome clauſe may be inſerted ro refer 
to the fourth Command! ment, that thoſe words be omitted, Anſwer, 
\ thus given, Two only, Baptiſm, and the Lera's Sypper,&e, A more full 
Explication of the Creea, Lord's Prajor, and Ten Commanaments, GC. 


2 4. Whether 


(26) 
. .. 34 Whether the Times prohi- | 
bired for Marriage are quite to be 
taken away? 

25. Whether none hereafter ſhall 
haveLicenſes toMarry,nor be asked | 
theirBanes of Matrimony,that ſhall 
not bring with them a Certificate 
from their Miniſters, that they are 
inſtructed in their Catechiſm? 

26, Whether theſe words in Ma-| Except of the Form of Marriage. 
trimony [with my Body / thee wor- | The word Worſhip,being much al- 
Ship] ſhall not be thus altered, / give | tered in the uſe of ir,fince this Form 

thee power over my body ? was drawn up, we defire ſome word 
may be uſed inſtead of it, 


27. Whether the laſt Rubrickof | This Rubrick doth either enforce 
Marriage ſhould not be mended, | all to forbear Marriage as are unfit 
that the new marriedPerſons ſhould | for the Sacrament, or the unprepa- 
receive the Communion the ſame | red tocome to the Sacrament. And 
day of theMarriage,may it not well | therefore we deſire it may be omit- 
bezor upon the next S»nday follow- , ted, the rather becauſe that Marri- 
ing, when the Communion is cele- | ageFeſtivals are too often accompa- 
brated ? nied with ſuch divertiſements, as 
are unſuitable to thoſeChriſtianDu- 
ties which ovght to be before, and 
folow after the receiving of that 
| Holy Sacrament, 


28, In theAbſolution of the Sick, Except. Viſitation of the Sick. 
were it not plain,to ſay, / provownce | * That form of Abſolution be de- 
thee Abſolved?. | clarative and conditional, as [ / 
pronounce thee Abſolved ] inſtead of 
| [1 abſolve thee] if thou doſt truly - 
| repent and believe. 


. 29, The Pſalm of Thankſgiving "* | 
of Women after Child-birth, Were } This Pſalm (121)ſeems not to 
it not fit to be compoſed out of | be ſo pertinent as ſome other, viz. 
pr r Verſicles taken from divers | Pſal.113, & Pſal.128, — 
Pſalms? 


32; In FE: Except. 


(27) 
32. In the Order of the Burial of 

all Perſons *cis ſaid, We commit this | Theſe words- cannot in truth be 

Body to the Ground,in ſure and certain | ſaid of Perſons living and dying in 

hope of Reſurretion to eternal Life : | open and notorious Sins, 

Why not thus, Knowing aſlucedly - 

that the Dead ſhall riſe again? 


"Except. Burial of the Dead. 


34.1n the Litany, inſtead of For- Except. in the Lit any. 
nication, and all other deadly Sin; , In regard that the Wages of Sin 
Would it not fatisfy thus, From | is Death; We defire that this clauſe 
Fornication, and all other grievous | may be thus altered, From Fornisa- 
Sins ? | - oO and all other hainoxs or grievons 
| 1 D885, 

35. Iris very fic that the Imper- | Gen. Propaſetion, 12.Þ.6, - 
fe&tions of the Meeter, in the Sing: | Becauſe ſinging of P/alms is a 
ing Pſalms ſhould be mended; and | conſiderable part of publick Wor- 
then lawſul Authority added unto | ihip, We defire that the.Verſjon ſec 
them, to have them publickly ſung | forth and allowed ro be ſung in 
before-and afterSermons,and ſome- | Churches, may be amended,or that 
times inſtead of che Hymns of | we may have leave to make uſe of 
Morning and Evening Prayer. a purer Verſion. | 


M— 


I ſhall not draw the Parallel any * CONE infer theſe following Ob- 
ſervations, 
- -1..” That thoſe great and famous Men did ſee ſome neceſſity or reaſon for 
altering of many things in the Liturgy ; and therefore the Presbyterian 
Divines, (moſt of whom were and are Non- Conformiſt;)were not altoge- 
ther captious and quarrelſom, that maintain'd a Neceſlity of Reformation. 
On: the other ſide, there were learned Men w ho maintained there was 
no necefſiry of Reformation: But you ſee, againſt the ſenſe of thoſe ad- 
mirable Divines that met in the Dean's Houſe, 1641. 
-- 2. L obſerve, Thar the Propoſals and Exceptions of the Commiſſioners 


in the Savoy, were not without great Preſident; and jnfiſted upon many - 


things , which the moſt eminenr Fathers of the Church of England would 
have yielded to them, and doubtleſs much more, if not all, for Peace and 
Union. . 


3. To ſpeak a word for the reproached Brethren of the Noz-conformiſts, + 


(who are repreſented to have all the ill Humours of factions Perſons,and 
© diſcontented,that know not what to ask,nor what they would bave) is but 
a piece of Juſtice and Chriſtian Charicy. Men think nothing but Presby- 
rery, and Covenants, and Directory, will pleaſe then ; which is nor juſt 
/ £ 3 nor 


(28) 
nor true. They deſired that the Liturgy may conſiſt of nothing doubtful 
or queſtioned amongſt pious, Orthodox, Learned Men &c. Dr. Allen of. 
Hunt mgdon-ſhire and Clerk in the Convocation, did earceſily Jabour with 
the then Biſhop of London, (afrerward Arch-Brſhop) that they might ſo- 
refine the Liturgy, that no ſober Man might make Exception, He was 
wiſhed to forbear, for what ſhould be, was concluded on or. reſolved.: 
They deſired, the obſervation of ſaints Days might be omitred, &c. The 
moſt Reverend Vſbey, and the reſt, begin their Conſiderations with this; 
Whether the Names of ſome departed Saints, and others. ſhould not be quite 
expungedthe Kalendar?They deſired that there might be no ſuch Impoſi- 
tion of the Liturgy, as that the Exerciſe of the Gife of Prayer be thereby 
totally excluded in any part of publick Worſhip. The moſt excellent 
Uſver, (p.5.Y 16.) and the reſt, reckon it among the Innovations ; © By 
* prohibiring'a direft Prayer before Sermon, and bidding of Prayer, 
(which is now the mode all over the Biſhoprick of Dareſm, as ſome that 
are no ſtrangers in it ſay.) 

They at theSavoy ſtood for 2Reformation and were not ſingular there- 
in; for without ir, the Reverend Dr. Featly, (a worthy Man, and great 
Sufferer in our unhappy Warrs, which is like the Sword that makes no 
difference) printed this Challenge and Manifeſto. | 

I. *The Articles of Religion need no Alteration at all, byt only an 
© Orthodox Explication in ſome ambiguous Phraſes, and a vindication a- 
© gainſt falſe Aſperſions. n 
2. 'That the Government by Biſhops (removing all Innovations and A= 
© buſes in the execution thereof) is agreeable to Gov's, Word, and a:truly Ar- 
* cient,andApoſtolical Inſtitution, | 
3. "That the Book of C:mmon Prayer ( I?. B, the Kalendar being refor- 
* med, in point of 4pocryphal Saints and Chapters; ſome Rubricks explair» 
*d and ſome Expreſſions reviſed, and the whole correCtly printed, with 
*all the Palms, Chapters, and Allegations out of the Old and New. Te+ 
© ſtamenr,according to.the Jaſt Tranſlation) is the moſt compleat, perfect, 
© and exact Liturgy inthe Chriftian World Dippers Dipr, p 16,22. and 
Gentle Laſh, 1644. wes : 
And this is the ſame in effe&t with what the Divines at the Savoy bum- 
bly propoſed ; and without all theſe Exceptiens,that Champion, Dr. Fear- 
ly , would not undertake his Vindication of them : by which it ſeems the 
Fort of the Church-Conſtitution and Diſcipline was not tenable as ir 
ſtood at that rime ; but our great Church men were reſalved, that the 
World ſhould know their Strength, as well as Reaſon, to regain with 
adyantage in 1661, what they loſt in 264r. ny 
ec 


(29) 
\ The Presbyterian Divines (as they were called) did urge, both ratio- 
nally, heartily, and humbly, that the Ceremonies might be omitted, be- 
ing doubtfu}-whether the Church had power to enjoin myſtical reaching; 
Signs. (which the Impoſers confeſſed indifferent) of no real goodneſs, &c. 
which many of the Oppoſers accounted ſinful, others inconvenient, and 
unſuitable to the ſimphicity ofthe Goſpel; and had been, for a hundred 
Years, the Fountain of manifold Evils, &c. And herein they were not 
ſingular;. for other men when diſengaged, and Maſters of their Liberty, 
have ſaid as much! or enough to take off the edge, from Impoſers to require 
them, or of. wiſe men to deſire them, I ſhall here produce the Judgment 
of ſome learned and judicious Conforming Divines, concerning Ceremo- 
nies. The firſt ſhall be the moſt eminent Dr. Scillingfl-et, in that excellent 
Trenicum,the firſt born of his moſt learned Youth,and mature Reafon and 
Judgment z an4 had ir been the Work of tis Age, . it had been a Birth ar 
full growth, -in reſpect of Piety, Gravity, ſweetneſs of Temper, beauty 
of.Complexion, wiſe Obſer varions and Experience, that, and Author of 
the Irenicum, had filled up the Epitaph of the Dean of St. Pauls. This is 
the laſt Propoſal ofAccommodation ; * That Religion be not clogg'd with 
* Ceremonies.--- Chriſtian Religion is a plain, ſimple, eaſy thing.-- By Ce- 
*remonies I do'not mean here Matters of meer Decency and Order, 
* for Order- ſake..-But Ceremonies properly taken for Att:ons ſignificative, 
* their lawfulneſs may with better grounds be ſcrupled, pag. 67. And be- 
* fore, pag. 66: We ſee the Primitive Church did not make ſo much of 
' *any uniformity, in Rites and Ceremonies.--1 ſhall quote roo much, if I 
give Way to - What is mature, and paſt bis own mending, without diſpa+- 
ragement to his-more grown Reaſon be it ſpoken, WE 
The ſecond is a great Scholar and Divine,the late worthy Mr. G. Lawſon, 
(Rector of Moor in Shropſhire) in his Expoſition of the Second Command- 
ment, Theopolitica, B.2. c. 8. * As for lignificant Ceremonies annexed 
* to the Service of God, no ways conducing to the betrer performance 
* thereof, I think they are better ſpared and omirted, than uſed and obſer- 
ved, For tho conſidered in themſelves, without any reference to God's 
* Worſhip, they be indifferent, and ſo in general may be lawful] ; yet ifwe 
* examine their Original, the firſt occaſion of their Inſtitution ; the Per- 
*ſons who uſe, or rather abuſe them, and underitand withal how needleſs 
*and unprofitable they be,and how. offenſive to ſome weak Brethren ; and 
* alſo beſides theſe may be inſtituted many more of that Kind,and may be 
*impoled upon the ſame ground ; and that in the Zhurch of Rowe they 
*have beenan occaſion of Superſirior : it muſt.needs be concluded, by im- 
© partial and judicious Men, that they are not expedient. To ſay, and 
*publickly declare that they have no ſanctifying Power, that they are 
*neither 
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*neither Holy nor Unholy wi. not ſerve the rarn; for the ſame may b 
*faid of Images, at firſt, when they beganto be uſed ; and'do whar we 
© can, many ofthe People do account them ro be Holy, make them parts 
* of God's Worſhip, and are more careful in the obfervation of them, than 

* they are of che more weighty Duties of Religi- 
EeSdaftheCroſa * 0n.----Doftrine in this caſe will nor prevail , if the 
again 47746 Þ-2%* © thing that they truſted to, be.not taken from them. 
© So it may be, bating the degrees of Offence, when macrters of Indifferen- 
* cy inthemſelves, are, by the generality of People not looked onas ſuch, 
© but uſed as a neceſſary part of Divine Service, Dr, Srillin. [ren, p. 64, 
They who induſtriouſly labour to ww out Popery, can never cleanſe a 
People from ſuperſtitions, while they keep up Ceremonies, an obſerva-- 
tion of preſent uſe, | 

My*'third Teſtimony is, a Man of great Learning, and of long ſtanding 

in the Church, Mr. 7ohn Lloyd B. D. now of North Tidworth in Wiles, 
Treat, of Epiſc. Liturg. Rites, GC. Lond. 1660. © Many have entertained a 
* great fear,which bath alienated their Minds from all Epiſcopacy ; name- 
* ty, that innumerable company of unneceſſary and burdenſom Ceremo- 
© nies be inſeparable concomitants of Epiſcopal Government. Indeed 
© the fear isnot vain, and without grounds, if we reſpeCt the degenerate 
©Epiſcopacy, asit is, if we regard the Primitive, which hath been, *and 
<will be contented with a very few, if need be.--p.z2.S. 15. (the whole 
© Seftion gives a ſhort and full account of Primitive ſimplicity. YJOne Rea- 
* ſon why ceremonies increaſed in the fourch Century, may. be this, Be- 
© cauſe the Church more. flouriſhed in proſperity than at any time before, 
*and might be thought convenient, that the External Glory of the Church, 
© ſhould be proportioned to the Glory of the Empire. p.z38, We mayerr, 
*as in defect, ſo in exceſs of Ceremonies, or in the choice, or in ac- 
© counting and compelling others to own them for unchangeable Apoſto- 
*lick Inſtitutes, or by too rigid preſſing of every of them, eſpecially upon 
« People of weak Capacity, humble peaceable, and ſcrupulous Conſci- 
*ence.,--- Antiquity is venerable, yet it may not, ought not continue a 
©Rite or Ceremony in any Church, with whoſe Edification and Peace it is 
© become inconſiſtent. There be but few Ordinances meerly Eccleſiaſtical, 
© which have not in fome Churches-become noxious, or at leaſt uſeleſs. 
*And there is a viciſſitude of Profit or Detriment growing from them in 
*the ſame Churches, ariſing from notable changes in Perſons and Circum- 
 _ *fſtances.---«-If it ſhould ſeem good to the Church of England to 
> * mend their” Lirzrgie, or compole a new one, (if need be ) more 

© agreeable tro the preſent Time, they ſhould do therein no more then 
*the- moſt famous Churches have done before; and which can be no diſpa- 
 *ragement 
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* ragement to the Wiſdom and Piety of the Compoſers of it, which in- 
© rended only to make it as fir as coull be for the ſtate of the Church in 
* their time, and not to frame and impoſe an Unchangeable Form, which 
* could never prove incongruous to any poſſible variety in the ſtate of 
*the Church ; for this is not in the power of any Perſons or Churches, 
P. 54, 55- Thus far this great Student, modeſt, moderate good Man, 


I will content my ſelf with the Opinions of theſe three worthy Per. 
ſons, when diſengaged ; and altho they conformed, they were and are no 
doubt ofthe ſame mind, free in their minds, when obliged in their pra- 
Ctice to ſubmir, | 

What more than what I have ſhewed, the Commiſſioners at the Savoy 
pleaded for, may be ſeen in the Account of their Proceedings : But what 
got they by thoſe Debates beſides ſatisfaction in their own Souls, that 
they debated and petitioned for Peace ? A very little indeed ! An4what 
the Biſhops gave with che one hand, they got with the other. Ic was 
ſtrange and hard that they could not prevail ſo far as to get the Command: 
ments in theChurch- Catechiſm &Communion-Service to be after the Jaſt 
and beſt Tranſlation in eur Bibles ; bur our Chil.lren muſt be taught the 
ah Commandment after rhe manner of the Judaizing Seventh-day-Sab- 
bath Sect; for ſo they are taught, Wherefore hb: bleſzd the [Seventh day] 
and hallowed it ; and our unwary People are taught to pray, that God 
would incline their hearts to keep this Law,that Law which enjoyneth the 
Seventh-day as the Sabbath,which God bleſſed Gr hallowed: whereas the 
Law, Remember the Sabbath day,which extends to the Firſt day,as well as 
the Seventh day, and makes the Firſt day mural, when appointed by the 
Lord of the Sabbath; (But this Doctrine was not conſonant to the Opini- 
ons of Dr. Heylin, Mr. Thorndike,nor (which I wonler at) 
to the judicious Bp. Sanderſon) as much as the Seventh H:/?. of the Sab- 
was from the Creation. Whar if an inquiring Child that ernh = 4. cy 37 
is catechiſed, ſhould ask his Parent, What day do we F bro 0 
keep as Sabbath ? The Firſt he'l ſay. Bur ſaith the | : 
Child, Why do we keep the firſt ? what Commandment for that ? or what 
Promiſe ? for we are taught in the Catechiſm,God bleſſed the Seventh day. 
Is not this a temprcation to keep the Seventh-day Sabbath ? Had the Preſ- 
bjterians pleaded for that Tranſlation,they mighr have heard of their ig - 
norance in the Hebrew : and demanding things not fit to be allowed, 


they would not grant them, leſt they (as the Puritans have been miſre- 
preſented) ſhould Judaize in keeping the Holy Sabbath. 


The Doxologie, or concluſion of the LorJ's Prayer [for. thine is the King- 
dom, Cc.) to be uſed always. This was deſired but denied. 
| Query 
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Query. Whether they have not thereby taught us this Opinion,that the Forms. 
of Prayer are lawſul, yt a variety 18 as lawſul as a ſet ſorm of words. - 
We prove the lawfulneſs by our Saviour's Preſcription, When ye pray, 
ſay, &c. And may we not prove a liberty, ora variety of expreſſions, keep- 
ing ſtill to the tame matter, when we read a difference in the ſame Prayer 
as delivered by two Evangelifts, inſpired by the ſame Spirit? and when 
we (ce the practice of the Church is ſomerimes to uſe, and ſometimes to 
.omit the Doxologic and Concluſion > And why ſhall the Church fo ſevere- 
ly enjoin the exact uſe of all her Forms,and they who omit, (when their 
Prudence and Conſcience (as to ſome Prayers) tells them they ſhould 
ſometimes concerning ſome Petitions and Perſons) are liable ro cenſure, 
when apart of the Lord's Prayer,as delivered by St. Matthew,is conſtant- 
ly omitted? For ought I ſee,a liberty and variety of Prayers,ſtritly keep- 
ing to divine matter, with abbreviations and enlargements, is as lawful as 
a ſtinted invariable Form of words, and is a matter of Chriftiaa Liberty, 
ro be uſed as ſhall beſt ſerve to the edification of the Church of Chriſt: 
anddivers expreflions are as much from the ſame Spirit (provided always 
they agree with the language of the Holy Ghoſt (as diverlſitie of Gifts, and 
conſiſtant with the Unity of the Spirit. And they who plead for a ne- 
ceſſity of Forms, mult alfo yield to a variety upon the ſame ſubject, which 
we have for the King in the Service, and a few others. | 

A Reformation was thought abſolutely neceſſary to Union. Hear what 
Mr. Herbert Thorndike, one of the Commiſſioners for the Church in the Sa- 

voy, wrote; © But now that Unity is not to be had, 
A dxe way of com- *withourt ſetling agreement inmatters of Difference ; 
poſing, Differences ; *to propoſe what may ſeem beſt for theCommunity 
printed with his * of God's Church,in the cure of our breaches,is not 
Weights and Aea- *©rogive oftence, but to take it away. Nor do I krow 
ſures. pag, 236, *any Man profeſſing the Reformation ſincerely,that 
Edit. 1662. "could not wiſh with all his heart, that the whole Or- 

*Jer and Form to be ſetled, with the Circumſtance of 
© the ſame, might be according to the Primitive Simplicity and naked 
< plainneſs of the Ancient Ghurch. p. 245.---The form of Service now 
© in force by Law, may be-acknowledge dcapable of Amendment without 
* diſparagement either to the Wiſdom ofthe Church that preſcribed ir, or 
© of. the Nation that enaCted ir, 

Some promiſed much, but granted lictle : others begg'd more,8& plead- 
ed hard, burobtained nor. And may nor this juſtify the Nonconformiſts 
waiting for, and earneſtly deſiring a redreſs of material things, ſince they 
could obrain bur very little then, and cannot in conſcience ſubſcribe and 
declare now ? If they had been gratified then, and had now-been'diſcon-. 
tenred 


- 
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rented withont more, there had been more reaſon for the prejudice that 
is propagated againſt them, 

* If ir be objeed, Why conld not they have Conformed, as ſome of their 
Fellow-Comm, ſſioners did? | 

I Anſwer. 1, Some very worthy Perſons did conform, Dr. Walls, 

Dr. Horton, Dr. Lightfoot ; and after about ſeven Years ſilence, to the 
great loſs of Exeter Colledge, Oxford, and the Church of God, Dr. Conant 
conformed, and theſe were all. 
2. The Reaſons why theſe did nor, is, becauſe, as the ſame Spettarles 
will not ſerve all Mens ſight, ſo becauſe they could nor, as they oft de- 
clared, both to the ſhaking off ſome, and the diſpleaſure of others with- 
in the Pale. Wo 

My laſt obſervation ſhall be upon the Perſons that managed that De- 
bate. The Commiſſioners that pleaded for the Union as it was, without 
a Reformation,were the ſtrongeſt and ſtiffeſt of any in the Church of Eng- 
land. Men of great Learning, long experience in the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment, and that had ſuffered much, and were much exaſperated, as 
being (ſeveral of them next the Biſhops.) moſt obnoxious to the Parlia- 
ment, as moſt guilty of Innovations in DoCtrine and Diſcipline, by the 
Informations and Complaint of as Learned, and as great Men as any of 
them in the Church of Englana,as may eaſily be produced out of the beſt 
account of thoſe Times ; all except Dr. Morley, Dr. Earle, Dr. Sanderſon, 
(againſt whom I remember no Complaints) and a few beſide. Their Con-' 
ſtancy and Sufferings, did recommend them to the King's Favour; and 
the great Agreement in their Perſuaſions, held them ro one another ; and 
having the diſpoſing of Preferments as they pleaſed,or at leait the Recom- 
mendation. of Candidates, ExpeCtants complied with them, and were 
forward to walk according to their Meaſures. The mgderating Biſhop 
Hall was gone to Heaven; Prideanx, Brownrig, and others of another 
temper,and ſo it was eaſier for them to carry all their own way : and two 
things, as conducing to their deſigns, was neceſlary. . 

x, To frame a Convocation to their minds,and to that end, great care 
and pains were uſed to keep out,and to get in,by very undue Proceedings, 
Proteſtations were entred againſt all Incumbents not ordained by Biſhops, 
thoughit was not*through their faults; and to exclude others, that they 
feared had any Inclination to Moderation indeed , unter the name of 
Presbytery. And ſuch an EleCtion being made, as there was no great fear 
of calling any thing to free Debates, few leading Men being: of another 
mind, ſo there were no Debates to ſpeak of; the greateſt that I could hear 
of, was between the Cambridg Profeſlor Dr. Ganning,and the Oxford Pro- 
fefſor Dr, Creed, about (a hard Point indeed) The aze of Children to be 
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2, For all His Majeſties moſt gracious and excellent Declaration, con- 
cerning Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, they laboured, by all their [ntereſt and En- 
deavours, to have a Parliament that would paſs what they would contrive 
and prepare for them. And ſo they, inſtead of ſending more Labourers 
into the Vineyard, hired (as ſome ſay) Labourers to turn our, or keep out 
Labourers from entring in. And the Labourers in Penſion were not im- 
ployed only in State, but alſo in Church-Work, Their Intereſt was fo 
great in that Parliament, as to enaCt what was reckoned an Innovation in 
ſome Colledges in both Univerſities (by the above-named Biſhop Brownrig 
and Prideaux, &c. intheſe words, © By introdu- 
Copy of the Proceed- *cing Latin Service in the Communion of late in 
ings, &c. 1641, In- *Oxford, and into fome Colledges in Cambr idg at 
novation 17. *Morning and Evening Prayer; ſo that ſome 
*young Students and Servants in the Colledges do 
*not underſtand their Prayers, But now the Latin Service may be uſed in 
any Colledge, or Hall, in Oxford, Cambridge, Weſtminſter, Wincheſter, and 
Eaton, and Convocation of Clerks. | 
The Commiſſioners on the other ſide, muſt be 
Dr.Txckney,Dr.Wal- acknowledged Men of great and ſound Learning, 
ls,D.Conant, Horton, and of more experience inthe Paſtoral Office, ard 
Lightfoot Mr Baxter, hag converſed more with great Congregations than 
Mr. Woodbridg, Dr. the others had, and ſo were more fit to Adviſe ; as 


Seamcn,Dr.Spurſtlow, learned Praftitioners in Phylick are firter to adviſe, 


Facomb, Bates, &c. and more likely to hit the Temper of rhe Patienr, 
and Biſhop Keynolds . than a Proteſlor in the Theory. And'the Account 
on this fide. of their Proceedings will to Poſterity ſhew ro the 
impartial and inquiſitive, both their Parcs ard their 
| Temper. When I read them, Ido the leſs wonter 
Bp S.at Srony-Strar- at what I heard, that a great Biſhop in his prime 
ford in Backs. Viſitation, ſoon after, did warn his Clergy againſt 
reading that book, | 
Thus was the Platform of the preſent Conſtitution drawn, and it ſtands 
leaning altogether to the one ſide, and what wonder, that many that ſeem 
wholly to lean upon it, do cry, /t falls, it falls, that was not laid upon:a 
larger Foundation.But bow did theſe Maſter-builders proceed in the Ge- 
vernment of their New-Reformed Church ? It ſeemed to be buiſeno lar- 
ver than to contain one Family, the genuine Sons of ſuch Fathers: there 
was but onenarrow Door of admiſſion to it,. a ſtrong Lock upon it, and 
the ſole power of the Keys was in truſty hands, and the Sword in the band 
ofa Friend, there was no outward Apartment in it to entertain Strangers, 
or belonging to it : But ſome got a falſe Key-ta the Door, as many _ 
* aKey 


RW 20 aGunail 


ey 


n 


QA 3 RA.y A 


1 Oo uv 


——2 Ss 


—_, » » Mw his  _« BD ww 6 


| (35) 
a Key of a /arge ſenſe zand when ſome got in, more crouded in; and 
ſo the Latitadinarias inCharity came in with the Latitwdinarias in Diſci- 
pline, to the no lietle grief of ſome who do not like their company. The 
Fathers keep above Stairs, and now and then come down among us, and 
ſend their Officers to viſit us,and have theirWarch renewed every Year to 
tell Tales of us ; and they that are withoutDoors, cry, If there be any 
Love 1n- our Governors to Chriſt, and his divided Flock, that we would 
but widen the Door, and reform but ill Cuſtoms ; but we ſay, we cannot 
help our ſelves or them, for the Law will have it ſo. The Law had a two- 
edged Sword of Penalties, and ſome of them who took Sword to guard 
and aſſiſt the Church, having ſpent their hear, grew for the moſt part cold 
and lazy ; and more Diſſenters were ſmitten with the Key, than the 
Sword : And fo nothing almoſt went on currantly and vigorouſly, for 
more got into the Communion than ſome would have,and ſv many kept 
out, that there were too many to be dealt with. Several of the Biſhops 
having made work for others, and baying their Wills, grew very gentle. 
I begin wichin mine own Knowledg, or good Informatioa. I ſhall nor 
need to ſpeak of Bithops, 440%k and Gaxden, nor of Reynolds, who carried 
the Wounds of the Church (ia his Heart and Bowels) to-his Grave with 
him, as is well known to many that knew him : but ſpeak of the moſt 
rigorous at firſt hand. Doctor Laney, firit Biſhop uf [ere boroyzh ; who 
had mae a grear busfle in the croud of aſpiring Men ia Cambriag, till be 
came up ſeveral Stories, as high as he delired ro be, was very moderate 
ia his Government. In his prime Viſitation, (as I have heard one ſpeak 
that was by) before Barrkol-mew,he in hiszChamber told ſome of hisClergy- 
what he came abour ; and as tho he would wipe bis Hands, faid ; ww 
& 2M% vou©- 3 Not [, but the Law ; and could (to uſe his own phraſe toa 
ſcrupulous Perſon) look through his Fingers, and ſutter a worthy Non- 
conformiſt 10 preachpublickly very near him,for ſome Years together af- 
ter his remove to another Biſhoprick. 

Biſhop Sexnderſon was ſevere, and troubled long with a ſharp Diſeaſe, 
which wighr exaſperate his Miad, had a Roll of Miniſters under bis ar.- 
gry Eye, deſigned for Diſcipline ; but when he drew nigh to his latter 
End, be commanded that Rol!ro be burnt, and ſaid, He would die In 
Peace. | 

Dr. Earle Biſhop of Salisbary, was a Man that could do Good againſt 
Evil ; forgive much, and of a charitable Hz-art,and Gvied,to the no great 
ſorrow of thein, who reckoned his Death was Juſt, for labouring all his 
might againk the Oxford Froe-mile AB, 
Bur moſt remarkable is that Paſlage in the laſt Tetaments, printed both 
in E:gl;ſp and Lat, of the Learned Dr. Copus Biſhop of Dureſw, Fe 
F 2 wit 


make the Conventiclers as few and ſmal] as might be; 
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with his Funeral Sermon and Life, He leaves a mark upon the Presbyte- 
rijan, to ſatisfie us that he was none, but tells the Church, That our great 
and main Work is, to Unite. The Paſſage deſerves Tranſcribing , viz. 
pag. 126, I take it be my Duty, and of all my Brethren, eſpecially the 
© B:ſhops, and Miniſters of the Church of Gol, to do our «tmoſt endea- 
* vours, accordingto the Meaſure of Grace which is given to every one 
© of Us, that at laſt an End: may be pur to the Differences of Religion, 
© or at leaſt they may be leſſened, &c. - | 

How others of their Order, that are dead,and alive, that managed that 
Aﬀair, for the ſtanding or ſhaking of this Church, have carried themſelves 
in Debates, and great Trials, is better known to ottiers than to me. Only 
I will crave leave to ſay,That one, at that time but Doctor, hath not con- 
ſulted the quier of peaceable conſidering Men, by provoking Mr. Baxter 
roſhew Reaſons of his Nonconformity, which are too bard for many to 
anſwer, and unanſwered yet. ' And it is to no purpoſe to ſet R. againſt B, 
and Baxter againſt Baxter, as if none could anſwer him till he turn Con- 
formift and anſwer himſelf; and it will not do, to whiſper, thar the Man 
is rude and crack'd; for indeed the more crack'd he is, the more Kernel 
1s ſeen, 

The wiſe and good Biſhop W:lkins, was a Man of another Spirit, and 
took comfort in his healing Endeayours upon his Death-bed. And the 
Lord of his infinite Mercy,move and engage their Right Reverend Survyi- 
vors, and other eminent Divines af the Church, tolay to heart our dole- 


ful, broken, and declining State, and ſupplicate the King and Parliament 


to unite and ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt, A far better Work, than 
to invite the Nonconformiſts to come in, as things do ſtand, or to provoke 
any of them to ſhew cauſe pf their Nonconformity, which tends but to 
exaſperate ſome, and to ſhake others out of their own Communion, if 
they prevent it not. I do not ſpeak at all adventures. If ſome could 
have executed the Laws, or prevailed with Magiſtrates ſo to do, we 
ſhould have had a Militant Church indeed. In the Year 1669, we had ſe- 
veral Articles ſent down to the Clergy, with private Orders to ſome, to 


The eighth and laſt was this, Whether you do think * they 

That is, The might be eaſily ſuppreſt by the Aſſiſtance of the Civil Ma- 
Diſſenters, giſtrate? Some made bold to anſwer more than fy, or No, 
| Since, what encouragement had a ſort of ſcandalous Perſons 

to become Informers, But God took ſome of theſe into his own hand ; 
ſome cut off, and ſome convinced; and through the gentleneſs of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, and ſhame of the Office, Meetings went on, and grew, 
as they are at this day, -— Some of the Informers were ſtruck into an 
Awe 


| WUD, 
Awe of the Preachers, and manner of their preaching ; others baffled, 
and ſome, as G:bſon of Leiceſter, died miſerably. See the hfe of Mr. John 
Tregols, 
I have been Jarge in this Head; I will be ſhorter in the reſt, 


4. The fourth Conſideration is, The Qualifications of their Perſons, 
They have their faults no doubt: The Angels of the Churches are not 
Angels of Heaven, They are better known to many great Men in Church 
and State,than to me,who very rarely ſee or converſe with any.But if they 
required my Teſtimony, I would give it, That for Loyalty to their King 
I never knew any more. They cannot drink his health, but they helpt to 
pray him to his Throne, pray that he may long fit upon it, and pray him 
towards Heaven. They break his Laws, ſay ſome,and ſow Sedition , &c, 
Do they ſo? Then ſpare them not. They are grieved they cannot keep 
his Laws, that ſuch Laws are made which they cannot keep. But have 
they reſfiited, when their Goods have been feiſed, or broken Priſon, &c. 
What Conſpiracy have they been in? Bleſſed be God, who hath kept them 
above the Slanders of their Adverſaries,and convinced them (ifany thing 

will) that they can preach, and pray, and not into a War; and neither 
Preach nor pray us into a War, or a Plot, 

Their Holineſs and Morality is conſpicuous, and they are uſeful many 
ways in the Common-Wealth ; and for their Miniſterial Abilities,allowing 
them but thoſe Grains which no Man of Charity deaies, anno Man of 
any Abilities can paſs for currant without, they (are men of different 
ſtatures, it is true, but ſome) are eminent for variety of excellent and uſe- 
ful Learning, and known to the Church of God, by many rare pieces of 
Practical Divinity, and Controverſal. Beſide the many Tracts of particu- 
lar Men,that will be valued while Chriſtianity hath any name among Ages 
to come. See but a Specimen of their Dexterity in PraCtical Divinity,in 
thoſe Leftures,called,The Morning Exerciſes at Cripplegate,and Supplement. 
For poſitive, in their Morning Exerciſes at Sr. Gues in the Fields, Sc. 
And their Polemical, in their Morning Exerciſes againſt Popery. And 
there are very able Divines and Preachers up and down the Land, beſide 
thoſe that are known in London, What Service hath Mr. Pool's Nallity and 
Dialogues, Dr. Owen's Anſwer to Fiat Lux, Mr. Baxter's Key for Catho- 
licks, 8c. and Mr, Clarkson's Moral Divinity of the Papiſts, and bis Ob- 
ſervations upon the 7eſwirs Speeches, done? What a notable Book is 
Mr. Hughes's Man of Sin? I hope no Man will think, that I look upon 
them as the only Champions in this Cauſe, or extol them, to Jefſen or de- 
pfive any of our Conforming Worthies of the honour of their open and 
hazardous Engagements againſt that Daring Faction, No, but ppy, Soul 
ongs 
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longs to ſee them all under the ſame Banner and of the ſame body, and the 
ſame Denomination. The Meaſures of theſe muſt not be taken from ſome 
M-ns Books ,who had magnified theirOffice more,if they had not expoſed 
and villified them and their writings. Are there any mean and weak among 
them? They may be uſeful if nouriſhed and improved ; but the beſt of 
them all,hath no more Liberty, beſides what he ventures for, than the 
very meaneſft, I would conclude, humbly propoſing theſe Queries : 
Firſt, Whether it is thought that any of them, are enabled from above, 
with Miniſterial Abilities; and inſtrufted to the Kingdom of God? 
I will not deſcend ſo low as our Legal Rule of Trial; Are they fitted for the 
Miniſterial Office ? Have they Underſtanding in the Scripture ? Skill in Ori- 
inal and other uſeful Learning ? Are they Orthodox in Judgment, free 
rom Hereſie > Do they conſent to the avowed Doctrines of the Church 
of England? Have they the Gifc of Urterance? Are they willing, and 
deſirous to ſerve in the Goſpel of Chriſt 2 No doubt, but from the oldeſt 
ro the youngeſt ofthem, they will ſubmit to an Examination, if thoughe 
neceſſary to their Admiſſion, Beſides the full proof that many of them 
have given, even to an Excellency, above moſt of our Brethren, Whar 
of all this? will be ſaid unto me, They diflent from the Diſcipline, Go- 
vernment and Legal Worſhip, Task again,. are they for any eſſential, 
fundamental Parts of Apoftolical, truly Primitive Church-Government ? 
Will they promife to adminiſter all the Ordinances of the Goſpel,as Chriſt 
enjoyned them; as the Apoſtles and their next Succeſlors did celebrate 
them (as nearly as can be learned from undoubted and currant Hiſtory ? ) 
The chief of them ſay they can, and it is that they contend for. Laſtly, 
I ask; Do we think that Chriſt would have ſent thera out to preach, or 
forbad them, the Apoſtles have given them the Right- hand of Fellowſhip; 
or not? Would St, Pax! have rejoyced that the Goſpel was preached 
by them or nor ? - | 
Then, ſecondly, I query ; Whether any that are intruſted by Feſus Chriſt 
3n the Over- fight of his Church,and adminiſtration of Government and Diſci- 
pline in it, can forbid ſuch Men to miniſter in bis Church? pe 
Here ſcems ro me to be a Repugnancy between Chriſt and bis Officers 
in his Church :; He fits and qualifies Men with Gifts, and Furniture for 
his Churches Edification, and Good, who ftand in need of them ; makes 
rhem willing to ſpend and to be ſpent; but the Governours of the Church 
will not admit them in, but calt them out ; and by their Canon judge 
them excommuenicare : fo whom Chriſt ſends, they refuſe. Whoſe Will 
ſhould ſway,the Maſter of the Family, Chriſt, or his Stewards? But it will 
be objeCted, rhey will not conform to the Church as eſtabliſhed'by Law ; 
und berter the Church ſhould lofe their Labours, than the Hedge of Go- 
VErnment. 
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vernment thrown down for them,Dr.S::Ningff. [renic.p.42.Says, the Ma 
ate cannot forbid true Dottrine to be preached, 

[ humbly offer, x. Whether any fach Laws ſhould be made, ſtand in 
force, or executed againſt Men ſound in DoQtine, and enabled by Chriſt 
to ſerve him ? 2, Whether this Form of Government to which they can- 
not conform, be that Form of Conſtitution to which they muſt ſubmir, 
or elſe be deprived according to the mind of Chriſt ? I go upon this Sup- 
poſition, That all particular Laws of the Church muſt agree with the ge- 
neral Rules of Chriſt, and not be to the damage of the Church of Belie- 
vers. 3. Whether the Apoſtolical Charch-Practice, be not rather a Rule 
ro all ſucceeding Ages to follow, than the Fourth Age which waxed 
wanton jrCeremonies, and caft thoſe Ceremonious Shadows from her Bo- 
dy, becauſe the Sun of [mperial Favour, and Proſperity did ſhice upon 
her ? 4. I humbly offer, that ſuppoſing that the preſent Church- Frame of 
Government, Diſciptine, Worſhip and Ceremonies, (which as ir is with 
the ſcrupled Aﬀents, and Additions, and Penalties, is no older than rE62,) 
be neareſt ofany in the World, as near as may be to the Prime. Primitive 
Apoſtolical Church ; for all chis, whether there be no way to be uſed, or 
taken with the Nor-conforming Brethren ({uppoſe them all under an 
Error as to this particular of Charch- Government and Ceremonies)but to 
filence them, to forbid them to prezch, npon ſuch. penalties ? Or ought 
not the Governours of the Church, out of reſpect to their Maſter eſus 
Chriſt,and to theGifrs andGraces which he hath given ro them,antthere- 
by commen !le4them in his Name, to the Accepration of his Flock, to fin 
out ſome way to render them uſeful to rhe ſervice of his People ; I do ſup- 
poſe, that all, whom Chriſt hath qualihe1 with Abilities and made wil- 
ling, and that have dedicated themſelves to his Service, ought to be 
reccived and imployed, ( And may I fpeak and write it trembling) ls 
there not implyed a Wo to them that hinder, as well as to them that 
preach nor the Goſpel? | 

Objection, But they are diſobedient to the Law of the Land, &c. 

I anſwer, To the 'Temporal Laws ? they fubmit to them. To the 
Temporal Laws requiring Conformity ? I make bold to ask, are any for- 
bidden by that Law to preach, &c. whom Chriſt bark fitred for it ? then, 
ovght not that Law to be reviſed and repealed ? Are there no Conditions 
or Terms required by that Law,but fuch as are ftriftly the Terms which 
Chriſt (by whom the Chriſtian Magiftrate bears Rule) hath directed rhem 
to make for all that ſhall enter into theChurch?If ſo,then it muſt be aLaw 
of rhe Medes an1 Perſians ; Burt there is no fuch thing pretended. This 
Law was not given in the Afoznt, And there are many among us that are 
for theExpiration andNon- obligation of the fourthLaw,delivered by —- | 
Ke £6 himſelf 
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himfelf, There is no temporal Law, but is nulled or amended when it 
appears detrimental to the Common-wealth ; and why not, when the 
Church ſuffers by any Law, Ought not that to be looked into ? ; 

Object. But the Charch needs them not, aud there are more in the Uni= 
verſities, and Countries, and- Cities, that will conform, than the Revenue of 
the Church will maintain, 

Anſw. 1. 1t is one thing to admit our Non- conforming Brethren tothe 
Preferments of the Church, and another to the Service of the Church ; 
admit them firſt, and God will provide for them in time : I believe they 
defire not that. any Man ſhould be diſplaced for them. 

2, Put them into a Capacity for the diſcharge of the Miniſterial Office, 
for . which they are prepared, and many of them have Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion, | 

3, He that ſaith there are too many Labourers for the Work of Chriſt 
in the Church, muſt hold,that Chriſt gives Gifts ſuperfluous, and gives 
Talents to them that have-no place to trade with them,or knows not the 
weight of the Paſtoral Charge, or the great need of Souls, and ofmore 
help. ; 

4. If there be ſuch ſtore of Miniſters that there is no room, it would be 
acceptable to Chriſt to take care of Forreign.Plantations ; But alas ! How 
many go aſtray for want of Shepherds! [See Mr, God win's Negroes 
Advocate, | s 

Laſtly ; I doubt not, but it is in the Power of our Church Governors 
to make a great Change for the great Advantage of the Church; ſome of 
them have a great influence upon the Legiſlation ; many have intereſt in, 
if not,great freedom with the great Men'in Power, Opportunities to ſpeak 
for the Mourning Church, and to ſhew them what is good ; which would 
more become the Miniſters of Chriſt, than to expoſe the Infirmites of the 
Non-conformiſts, or miſreport their Doings, If in the preſent Exigence 
and Dangers of the Church, (which they are ſenſible of, becauſe of our 
Diviſions, or elſe many would not invite them in, or: condemn them for 
keeping out)Our great Men in the Church do not all that in them lies to 
procure our:Peace, they are like to anſwer for itto the Prince of Peace. 
They that urge the Law againſt their Brechren, muſt eirher convince them 
of the goodneſs of the Law, which they-can never do, as that to which 
they ought, upon peril of their Salvation to ſubmit ; or elſe declare their 
Grief, that with all their Importunities, Prayers, and favour with Men in 
Po ver, they cannot get the Law made eaſy ; orelſe this lies againſt them, 
that many of theChurch procured theLaw,which was enacted upon their 
Advice, and to gratify them : an1 if ſo, then they bur for a time conceal 
rheir own un charitableneſs, under the Wing of a Law, which is pleaſng 
to 
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to them. It is evident to all that have eyes to ſee, and that have two 
Eyes toſee withal, who hath gotten by this Uniformity, If it be ſail, 
that Popery hath got by Non-conformity, they will readily reply, Who 
made them Monconſormiſt;s? They gave them warning of the Danger, and 
did all that was in the Power of foyul, peaceable, honeſt Men, for Unity 


and Peace, For my part, I cannot reply, nor confute their Vindication. 
And ſomuch for this Head. 


5. Conſider their Behaviour ſince their unhappy Ejeftion, under their 
many Sufferings, That their Sufferings have been 
great, is notorious to them that know them, or 7 have ſpekenof theer 
have Chriſtian Bowels in them, To what end Sxfferings once and a- 
ſhall I make a diſtribution of them, in Spirituals, gain, but not for the 
into Temporals, into Perſonal, and Domeſtical? ſame Canſe, nor the 
They are condemned for making a Separation z of ſame Things, 
all Men in theLand they have the greateſt cauſe to 
be for Union, and againſt Separation. They have ſuffered many cutting 
Separations1 ſuch as, from the Magiſtrates Favour and goud Opinion ; 
from their beloved Congregations; from their Habitations and Mainre- 
nance ; from their Libraries and Studies ; from their own Friends, eſpeci- 
ally the worldly-wiſe ; from their former Familiars; from their Wives 
and Children, Abundance of them have been made of the Order of Men- 
dicants,to eat other Mens Bread,to wear other Mens Cloaths, to procure 
their own Liberty, and todiſpoſe of their Children ro Callings with other 
Mens Money and Charity. Theſe things are nothing indeed to them thac 
have no Sences Have they ſuffered in their Names, in their Liberties,lm- 
priſonment, where they got their Deaths, ss aboveſaid? It hath been'a 
dear Separation to them! The Non-conformity hath loſt ſome Miniſters 
many thouſand pounds, And what have all theſe things been for? For 
their own Faults, Humors, faftious Nature? &c. Have none of them 
ny Wit, Reaſon, Policy, Religion, Conſcience? Are all ſo naught, or 
o fooliſh, ſuch Babes or Mad-men,that they hate Peace, hate their Wives 
and Chiliren, and their own Fleſh ? Or, cannot chuſe what's beſt, a good 
Living, or a naſty Priſon, or- be in peril of it? O that we would forbear 
to judg our Fetlow-Servants ! They declare plain- | 
ly and truly, they cannot conform to the preſent They that think them 
Conſtitution; Who ſhould beſt know that, They, ro be agarnſt a Churcb- 
or We? Will it follow we can, therefore they Government , becauſe 
may ? Or, that good Men have, therefore all good rhey cannot conform to 
Men can? Two things have been declared by all particulars inthis, 
them, are mach miſtaken. 
| G 1, That 
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7. That they cannot forbeat their Miniſtry; preach they muſt, 

2. As dear as Preaching is to them, and the Magiſtrates favour, and a 
portion of the ſettled Maintenance, yer they cannot comply on the Le- 
gal Terms. 

But have they attempted theirLiberty by any treacherovsConſpiracies? 
Have they preached Seditiouſly ? or been Achars in the Camp, or Nadabs 
and Abihsu's? They ask no Favour, fear no Accuſations, 'They may ſay, 
as that excellent Mr, Foſep> Allen, in his gallant Speech (wiſe, humble, 
and full) ro the Judg, when ſentence to pay a hardred Mark, and lie in 
Priſon till it was paid; © He was glad that it had appeared, before his 
* Country, that whatſoeyer he was charged with, he was guilty of nothing 
* but doing his Duty ; and that all that did appear by the Evidence, was 
"only, That he had ſung a Pſalm, and inſtructed his . Family, others 
* being there, and both in his own Houſe ; and that if nothing which 
© had been urged, would ſatisfie, he ſhould, with all chearfulneſs and 
*thankfulneſs, accept whatſoever ſentence his Lordſhip ſhould pronounce 
* upon him, for ſo good and righteous a Cauſe, | Life of Ar. Joſ. Allen, 

ay. 59. 
4 £591 But ſome of them gath:r Churches, preach in time of publick. 
Service, and are ill tempered Men , &c. | 

A, I meddle not in this,. as it is a Matter of Controverſy, ſtated and: 
agitated by different Perſuaſions : but as it is a matter of Complaint ; and 
ſo, Iſay, we ought to do all that good Men can do, for one Mind, one 
Way, to narrow Controverſies, by enlarging Conditions of Commu- 
nion. 

2. Many cannot help preaching in time of publick Service. 

I, Becauſe elſe they cannot preach at all, for the diſtance of their 
Auditors. 

2, Againſt their Wills they ate conſtrained, becauſe many that refuſe - 
to hear the publick Miniſters, would be drawn to Meetings of .Q4ak- 
ers: And this was one reaſon which good Dr, Staxnton in particular , 
gave for his preaching at St. Albans at ſuch rimes, So many of the Nou- 
conformiſts are a ſecond Sieve; if they preach not, much Corn woul\- 
fall ro the gathered heaps of other Diſſenters. 

3. Seeing they are under an Obligation of Preaching, in one ſenſe, the 


more publick their preaching is, the better, for then they will be ſure 


to preach nothing but what all may hear. | 

4. The Law makes no difference between Publick and their own 
Houſes, if they exceed Five; if therefore they judge themſelves (and: 
none can better judge than themſclvec) obliged to preach upon peril of 
the Law, they take the more publick Places, no greater Penaltics being 
to be ſuffered for that, than a meer private Corner, Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Hath any of them ſuffered as an evil Doer? (taking evil doing 
in the common ſenſe) or deſerved to ſuffer theſe eighteen Years? Have 
they not aſſerted the Common Intereft ? ſought the publick Welfare? op- 
poſed Popery? and been as obedient SubjeCts to the King as any other , 
fave only in this controverred Point ? What pitty is that, the Boſom of 
the Church were not as open and as Jarge as the King's gracious Prote- 
(tion is to them, as leading peaceable and: quiet Lives,. m all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty ! 

What tho they complained! have they ſenſe, or are they ſtupid! Have. 
they ſtirred Sedition, and diſtrafted the Government? taking the advan- 
rage of a horrid Plot to play their own Game ; or laid a Counter-mine, 
(as it pleaſed one of our Moderators, or Plot difcoverers to er:title+ his 
Book).—-. If they are ſo gracious with the rich Tradeſmen, and populace, 
it ſhall be to their Honour,and is to their Comfort, that they have made 
no other uſe of the goodneſs of the People, than to fave their Souls. 
How glad ſhould all true Proteſtants be, that the Presbyterian Plot, is 
fallen rogether with their own Popiſh Plor, upon the ſame Pates! Or was 
the Separation of the Noz-conformiſts the Door by which Popery was 
entering in? Then indeed the Door muſt be ſtopt up by all means. Bue 
by this time, it is but too apparer.t, and with grief be ir written, that 
the Church of England had bred ſuch Birds, as would have plucked our 
her Eyes, The Heifers always went in the Church-yard, with which the 
Papiſts plow'd; ſhameleſs Hypocrites that cried up the Church, to throw 
it down! 

Not to multiply ObjeCtions and Anfſivers, It is, or may be clear, that 
nothing but Conſcience of Sin and Duty doth govern the Learned, Judi- 
cious, and honeſt Non conformiſts. | ſuppoſe there are many of them that 
deſerve theſe CharaQers: and becauſe they are governed by their Judg- 
ments and Conſciences; it is the greatDuty ofGovernours to have reſpet 
to them, and to take away all Occaſions of our bleeding Diviſions, It is 
in the Power of our Governours,to remove the cauſes,and not in them. If 
the Judgment and Conſriences of our Governours be to walk ftrictly,ac- 
cording to the Rule and Meaſure of our Conformity, and cannot relax , 
nor remove any part of itz and the Judgment of the Non-conformiſts be, 
that they cannot come uptoit: then the Diviſions muſt remain as now 
they are, and the Decifion be deferred to the laſt coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But may it not be decided before that? for where hath Chriſt made the 
Governours Conſciences the exact Meaſure of other Miniſters? But our 
Laws declare moſt. of the things in Controverly; to be in their own na- 
ture indifferent, to be murable, and therefore ir is in their Power to take 
away both the Things, and the a” W tothem; and to bind us only 
; 2 to 


044) 
ro the Obſervation of neceſſary things, and to leave things which they 
found indifferent, as they found them, wirhout -judging one another. 
And for this reaſon, Wiſdom and Charity requires a relaxation upon their 
parts ; and they have this ro plead for them, that they have long tried to 
bring Miniſters and People to an uniformity m theſe things, but could nor ; 
and therefore, for Peace, and Love, Unity, and Edification, they have 
taken away their Obligation, 

That the Non-Conformiſts cannot ſubſcribe, and declare, and fubjeA 
themſelves to this Yoke (how eafy ſocver it ſeems ro many ) becauſe 
they cannot in their Judgment and Conſcience approve and do them, 
reedsno great labour to prove it, to any Man of Charity. 

1, Becauſe their Intereſt,as wel! as Duty,hath put them upon the ſeri- 

ous ſt1dy of the Caſe. And being Men of Learn- 

Beſide My, Baxter, ing, Light, Labour, and of .Years, they may be 
Hr. Corber, and o- ſuppoſed as fit ro find out their own parr,as other 
thers,The Sacred Hi- Men to find it for them.Ard to any that hath but 

 erarchy, and th: ſmall the deſire to ſee,patience to read ,and that thinks 
Treatiſe of Scandal, not to throw them off with a ſcornful Huff ; they 
and indifferent Things, have written like Men of Parts, Judgmer.t, and 
give evidence of ſk; e Temper. And they daily almoſt ſend abroad into 
aud deep inveſtigation the world , the Iſſues of ſerious Thoughts, and. 
of things, ripe Underſtandings,and Appearances of great Se- 
riouſneſs and Reſolution. 

2. They do not follow the Dictates of a weak and erring Conſcience, 
but fear to ſin againſt a tender Conſcience, upon the beſt information of 
their Judgments. There is a great difference between a weak Conſcience 
and a tender Conſcience ; a weak Conſcience follows a week Judgmenr, 
and the clearer and-ſtronger the Judgment is, the more ter.der ſhould the 

; Conſcience be. It may therefore ſeem, that their diſſent proceeds not 
from their Weakneſs,and that their obſtinacy proceeds not from theirWil, 
as oppoſing Light and Reaſon; but from the ſettlement and determination 
of their Judgment and their Sincerity, not daring to act againſt their 
Judgments. Bur if it were their Weakneſs, it muſt be irduiged ; if it 
were their Obſtinacy againſt Reaſon, ( which appears not }) what will a 
wiſe Father do with a ſtomachful Child 2 Will he provoke and encreaſe 
his Stomach, by requiring of him needleſs things with great rigour, and 
not rather qualify and win him? : 

3. If it be not Conſcience of Sin that makes them difſent,it is either 
tLeir Policy for fome worldly Intereſt, or their Folly. If the firſt,then ir 
c; nnot conſiſt with wordly Policy,to take ways directly contrary to what 
they aim ar, What honour is it for a Man to be railed upon, reviled, 
| ſufpected ? 
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ſuſpetd ? &'c, What Profit is it fora Man to quit a Certainty for an Uncer- 
rainty -? and to live precariouſly ? Where the Policy of Nor-Conformity 
lies, doth not appear to me, ls it their Folly ? Are there no wiſe Men 
among them ? not one ! They have had Experience by this time to make 
chem wiſe, if nothing elſe. If they are Fools, it is for Chrif,They come not 
behind their Neighbours for Wit, and Abilities. | 

4. What, but Conſcience of Sin and Duty, could afford them that 
Peace and Joy, in Diſgraces and Sufferings, in Hazards, both living 
and dying ! You'l ſay, Fanaticiſm may end in fancied Joy and Comforts. 
True, but theſe Men could as well diſtinguiſh berween the Effets 
of Imagination, and Self-examination, between a Rock and Sand, and ' 
have taken as much pains to avoid a Cheat, as other Men, It muſt be 
granted, that many that have drawnSufferings upon themſelves deſerved- 
ly, by their Imprudence, have flactered themſelves in high Conceits, and 
conceited Comforts. But whether the Sufferings of Men of underſtand- 
ing, ripeneſs.of Judgment, Inquiſitiveneſs intq their Caſe, their Reaſons, 
Motives;and after Prayer and Diligence, have deliberately choſen a ſuffer- 
ing Part,and found Comfort from the. Conſcience of their Sincerity, be 
no more than the Comfort of a Hypocrite under the Power of Deluſion, 
ought not raſhly to be cenſured, and be rejected, as no Argument of their 
being conſcientious ? 

5. If they are not conſcientious intheir Non- conformity, then they are 
diſubedient to the King, and the Laws ; they are FaCtious,Diſturbers of 
the Churches Peace, Schiſmatical, and Enemies to the Churches Growth 
and Union : they are Hypocrirical, an] in a word Atheiſtical ; they are 
unrighteous, unkind, unmerciful to their own Fleſh, to their Wives and 
Children oppreſſive to,thoſe few that are liberal to them;yea many have 
deſtroyed themſeIves,and no leſs than this can be (ail of their Way, that 
it is the high way of Sinand certain Damnation. And if they are ſuch 
wicked Perſons, ſuch Hypocrites in Masks and Cloaks, they are but 
uſed too well ; and better the y ſhould be out of the Church, than in ir. 
But then to bring them off from theſe horrid Imputations ; theſe things 
are conſiderable ; 

2, If they were not Men of Integrity and Conſciences, they would 
not keep without, becauſe there is more to be got within. Doubt - 
' leſs they are not the only conſcientious Men; for there are many thou- 
ſands I hope, of ſincere, good Men that conform, that have Peace and 
Co in a faithful diſcharge of their Duties. Bur, I fay, if our 
Diſſenting Brethren were not conſcientious,and ſincere, then they would 
ſwallow Oaths or Declarations, ſubſcribe ro Salt and Spirtle, for the 
ſake of the preſent World, He that atts not'with reſpect to the World, 

to 
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to come, muſt needs aCt for the good things of this, Now *cis clear that 


the Conformiſts have the higher Honour and Precedence, ind the fatteſt 
Morſels. | | 


2. Our Non-Conformiſts have a better Character,and are looked upon 


as Conſcientious Men, and fit for the Churches Service; 1. Becauſe of 


the due Reſpect, and Repute they have among Men of Parts,Eſtates and 
Temper, 2. Becauſe of the many Invitations, and even Chidings to 
unite and come in : which ſuppoſeth them to be Men of Worth and Good- 
neſs, or elſe the further off the better. 3. Becauſe of the oft vaniſhing 
talk of an Indulgence in the firſt Years of their Non-Conformity,Compre- 
henſion, ſince, and fair Promiſes often made, 4. Becauſe that many 
Juſtices of the Peace angry enough for the Church, and not pleaſed with 
them, have forborn to act againſt them, and could not find in their Hearts 
ro execute the Laws upon Conſcientious Men, though of different Ap- 
prehenſions. My Concluſion is; That they appear to be Men of Conſci- 
ence, and if ſo, way ſhould be made. for their coming in. One thing 
is urged to prejudg their tenderneſs,that-Conſcientions Men ſhould come 
as far as they can,and as near a cloſure as may be, Ah ! what though they 
can do much, yer as to aftual Admiſſion, It is not doing ſome. or -many 
things that will bring them in; for they muſt declare and ſubſcribe to all 
and eyery thing. I knew a Man of Years and Parts, that could con- 
form to all things, ſave tke Croſs, and loſt near 200 /. per Annum,for that. 
It is all or nothing in this caſe. If we would bring them in,take down the 
narrow Doors, 2nd make them a Paſlage of juſt Dimenſion and Latitude. 
Upon theſe Premiſes, That the Caſe of the Diſſenting Brethren is hard ; 
that what they demanded, or propoſed upon the Kings Commiſſion, to 
the Biſhops and the Commiſſioners for the Church, were but what was 
thought fit to be conſidered of by Men, no doubt of as great Learning, 
and other Qualificatjons,as any other of the ſame Quality ; That their Su?- 
ferings have been very great, their Demeanour peaceable,their Abilities 
valuable, and their -Difſent conſcientious, I do humbly. conclude, and 
propoſe it to my Reverend Superiours, in any place of Power, Favour or 
Intereſt,that they would ſincerely endeavour the qualifying of theſe wor- 
thy Perſons, for a legal] diſcharge of their Miniſterial Daties : A thing ſo 
pleaſing to God, agreeable to the Government and Condeſcention of eſus- 
Chriſt to the Chriſtian Temper ; ſo conducing to the Churches Union, Peace, 
Growth and eſtabliſhmenc; to the ſilencing of many Controverſies, and 
that fearful Clamour and Accuſation of Schiſm, that I am nor able to ex- 
preſs it. | cannor, it is acknowledged,judge what is another Mans par- 
ticular Duty ; bur I humbly conceive it is mine in my.place ( which is buc 
low indeed ) to provoke any Superiours to ir. And if I were in their 
gn. 
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place (. which is but a Suppoſition- next toa_ Dream ) I hould neither 
eat, nor drink, nor ſleep with SatisfaCtion, cill chis were done, or endea- 
voured z nor think of appearing before ?eſ#s the Chief Shepherd, with 
Joy or Acceptation, Hath he required this Uniformity at our hands, of 
this Extent, with theſe Sanctions, having for many Years ſeen no better 
Effe ts of them ? 

 Hath not his Gracious Majeſty by a late Proclamation for a great,and 
neceſſary Duty oF faſting and Prayers, made th's 0:8 end of that Solemn 
- Dauty,to unite the Hearts of his Proteſtane-Subjects? Have we nor in one 
Prayer repreſented the bleeding Wounds from our Diviſions, and in ano- 
ther prayed for Union ? Have many taken Direction to wreſtle with God, 
( Laugh and Scorn who dare at the Word) to grant us that Blefling ? 
And what was the meaning of it? Was no more to be underſtood by ir, 
than to bring the Diſlenting Brethren on a ſudden to ſee,what after many 
Years Study, Prayers and Sufferings they cannot fee? On a ſudden to 
convert them againſt their Reaſon ? And ro condemn themſelves for their 
Diſſent. Surely, I cannot think it : for what were this but to pray for 
an Impoſſibility or a Miracle, and to pray in vain,in our Solemn Humilia- 
tion 1 If Union be ſo deſirable a Mercy, as certainly it is ; what ſhall we 
do for Urion? Are there no other Terms of Union but theſe? Without 
doubt it is their great Sin, nor to come as near to a Cloſure as poſſibly 
theycan; but doth all the Duty lie on their ſide ; and no more upon 
us, than-to call them in? And if not, let them be excommunicated from 
the Church, if not accuried of God | Or were they never meant, as be- 
ing no Proteſtants ;- or not Loyal Subjects ? And what are they that ſay 
or think ſo? The Lord in Mercy grant, we may not ſee ſuch a Trial, as 
I doubt not they would by the Grace of God as forwardly engag'd in,as 
true Proteſtants, and as Loyal Subjects to the King and Government, to 
the Expence and Prafuſion of their deareſt_ Blood. 

I cannot think any thing more ſuitable to the Clemency of the King's 
Nature, who hath al vaies been ready to gratifie peaceable Deſigns. Can 
we think it is not ſuitable to the Conſtitution of the late Great,and Uni=» 
ted Parliament, or to any other that ſhall be choſen by a free EleCtion ? 
This great Body hath as quick diſcerning Eyes as ever any other had, 
and have made asdeep Diſcoveries of theWorks of Darkneſs as any other, 
for their time : and ſee a neceſſity of uniting Proteſtants at home, and 
ſuccouring Proteſtants abroad ; and cannot they diſcern,by what Perſons, 
whoſe Endeavours,to whoſe purpoſes ourCanſtitutions have been ſcrewed 
ſo bigh? They are not unſenſible by whom they have bees called a Presby- 
terian Parliament, and who are afraid of their undoing all : Perhaps in- 
deed they would think it hard Meaſfure,that every man 1a England ſhou'd 
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be turned out of Doors, that will not be content that his Houſe ſhall be 
exaCtly Uniform, They may by Experience know that there may be Peace 
and Unity, and Charity in Houſes, that are of different Figure and Form, 
There is a vaſt difference between pulling down painted Glaſs, which 
keeps out Light, and making Doors wider, or taking down ſome Partiti- 
ons ; and pulling down Houſes. Oh! let it never be ſaid, that Church- 
Mea are moft moroſe, difficult, and tiff, and can grant nothing, but in a 
great Extremity. 

And I pray God that he would move, and effeQually work upon 
their Hearts, ro take the Opportunities and Advantages God puts into 
their Hands, to ſupplicate and promote the great Work of Healing, It 
will be a Work moſt pleaſing to all Conformiſts, that have the trueſt Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, that are not faCtious to keep what they bave, -or 
think the gain of Peace to the Church, will bring a loſs to any of them 
or that are not Melancholy, and given to pore upon Shadows, and to 
think rheir Fancies to be the unalterable Frame of, Antiquity, If we 
cannot diſtinguiſh between an Alteration and a Diſſolution z between 
Reformation (of what hath been changed one way or other, in every 
Princes Reign, ſince the 2d of Eadw. 6.) and an Extirpation, we are 
not Cathedral men, that know the note may be changed, and the Inftru- 
ment unbroken, and that the ſame Pſalm may be read and ſung. 

Many cry out upon Sc#;ſm, that mils of the Notion ; It isa very great 
Sin! Shoukd we not therefore do what poſſibly we can, to remove the 
Cauſes, and to redeem Souls from che Sin and Guilt of ic? To this end, 
let us take notice, that the Carnal Heart is the Seat of Schiſm.Are there no 
Schiſmatical Notions, or Paſſions and Luſts in us within the Pale? We 
know that Vniformity in Diſcipline and Modes of Worſhip , could nor 
extinguiſh, or reſtrain Diviſions in former daies. How was the Church 
divided between thoſe rwo,the prevailing and riſing Ar#sinian Lnno vators, 
and the Aati- Arminian Propugnators of the Doftrine and ancient Diſci- 
pline of the Church? And the Feuds were greater between theſe in many 
Reſpets, than- berween the Conformiſt and Non-conformiſt, And the 
ſtraining of the Girdle of Vniformity burſt the Buckles, and the Garments . 
hung looſe, till by a new AR, the Girdle was made ſtronger, and leſs than 
it was befor?, and new Buckles male a purpoſe for it. ---- 

There is an Uaity, where there is not an Uniformicy, and Yice vers. 
To what Church in Londoncan a man go, and find an Uniformity,exact- 
ly keeping with Rubricks and Orders? and yer there is a Conformiry,and 
in general an Vniry. I might inſtance in Miniſters, aud People's deviating 
from the Rule, in Prayers, What Uniformity among the People ? ſome 
ſtaading,others kneeling,and others Jeaning,if not ſitting ; Some facing = 
Eaf, 
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Ezft, others the Pf, ahd others the North and South; (ome uſe the Re- 
ſponds, ſome low, and others loud, and others filent 3 and-yet there may; 
bean Unity in the Amen, cither oral or mental. Uniformity will never be 
forced to Particulars, it muſt lie in Generals, as Unity in Efſentials.God 
both in the works of Nature, Providence and Grace, is moſt glorious in 
Variety, in Multiformity. Uniformity,as it is an outward manifeſtation of 
Unity, and asan help to Unity and Edification, and Peace, is moſt deſira-- 
ble; but too rigorous preſling of it, is one cauſe, of Sebiſm, and Con- 
tentions, Toa clear Rating of Schiſm, we muſt enquire into the Church as 
inviſible, viſible, as in its one Eſſential Nature, ſeparate from Legal Eſta- 
bliſhment,and in its Legal Ettabliſhment 3' and accordingly diſtinguiſh of 
Schiſm,which is aggravated from Circumſftances.In our days Non-Confor-. 
mity and Schiſm are made convertible,whereas the internal Cauſes may be 
in Conformiſts,as well as Non-Conformiſts, But what is the external Bond 
-and Ligature of Conformity ? what makes the Conformift,and what makes 
the Non-Conformiſt ? Take away the Mound and Pale, and the Incloſure, 
and the Open-field is all one Field for the Flocks to feed together. Some 
have extolled the A& of Uniformity as a bleſſed At 3 and ſome as the- 
Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion. It muſt be acknowledged that it is a 
Bleſting to the Church, to have nurſing Fathers, and to have our Religion 
eliabliſhed by Law. But he that is the Author and Founder of our Religi- 
on is the Bulwark alſo,and the King's Life and Conſtancy is a wondertu] 
Mercy to us: But alas! what a Fence is the AR, ifthe Governours were 
changed ? The Proteſtant Religion as Chriſtian, as oppolite to Popery, 
was before the AQ was 3 and would be, if it were reviſed and changed; 
The moſi that can be made of the Separations,is,that they are illegal.and 
the aggravated Scbiſm illegal. The Differences are originally in the minds 
of Men, and forced out by an At. From this the Conformiſt and Non-con- 
ay o'r their Denominations- Before this, were Dr.Bates,Dr. Facomb, 
» Anneſly, Mx. Gouge, and others,Schiſmatickg,any more than the learned 
Dr. Till:tſon,' or Mr. Neſt ? They could edifice the Church together, carry 
on the Morning Exerciſe together, and converſe as Brethren. But ſince a. - 
new Door and Partition hath been ſet up, they appear to be as two Fa- 
milies, and two Parties (I doubt not. but the Dean's Catholick Head 
and Heart can take them in.) If they hear him not,perhaps they may in- 
cur the angry mark of Separation 3 if he hear any of them, he may incur 
a Disfavour. Take away the Doors, and Partition-walls, and the Houſe 
is one again. And there are great ſuſpitions that the Surveyors made the 
Doors for Excluſion, and not alarge Admiſſiqus ; | .. , | ...} ,, Th 
© 1+ If you conſider 3 that which was an offenfive Innovation toa Brows- 
rig, Ward, Prideaux, Kc. (quanti viri ! Y is now made Legal, ay the 
ervice 
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wy hr Nom eonfovniftt of od” fiuth #f Sibſeriptions, © dninv, to the 
Canon 3/ but by this they mult ſubſeribe and declare, &c a fute way to 
wir them ! | | | Rn 
3. Not only to Articlesof Religion. ( which was enough for a Confor- 
miſt in Queen Elizabeth's days ) but ell and: every thing, &c,- | 
4. Did ſome think that Biſhops and Presbyters were birt one Order? 
Now to' keep therr out; the _— is conſecrated in a'new Form, to the 
Office of a Biſhop, as a Superiour Order 7 at leaft as forne conceive, | 
5. Many had'taken' the Covenant, which rettounced not the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, arid by virtue of theſe conjundly,'did adhere 
to Kingly Government, under the Uurpation, and entecavotired tore- 
flore the King, But row that-muft be renounced (till to help to'brin 
in more)-into'Conformity, was it not the way ? Will they for Peace and 
Union quit the Dirc&ory,- #nd conform to a Liturgy ? it ſhall not bring 
them in !- Would they have the Liturgy aniended? They ſhall not, bur 
it as few things as may be. Can they uſe the Ceremonies rather than be 
deprived © chey muſt deckire openly as'thich- Can they pradtiſe the old 
Conformity # They (hall renowunite the Covenant, by 'whith they wete 
bound to endeavont # Reformndtion *  Would'they become LeQurers, as 
heretofore they taight be? No; not except they declare Aﬀent and Coti- 
&ntonce a thonth, Wone thing will not keep them out, another ſhall 
i nothing at all will keep them'out, then they arc hardly trufted without 
great Evidences; if not- Retantations- And who are moſt gratified afd 
encouraged to come in; but a Man whoſe Conſcience can reach maty 
Miles to two ſeveril Diotefſes; it may be, from Living to-Living? He 
hath no-more to do, but'to cotne within his time, and declare according 
to Law, and read his Certificate of renouncing, &c. and the Law hath 
nothing more to require of him, ſave that where he is Refident,or Incuri- 
bent, and hath no Impediment 3 then indeedhe ſhall read the Service, ee. 
' once a Month; or forfeit five Pounds. If a Man loves his Eaſe or his Pro- 
fit, let him conform 3 all the difficulty is in getting in: If he will, he 
may do any thing per alrum, except dye, and give up his Accounts. — 
When'T'conſider theſe things, I do not wonder there are fo many Not» 
That Honour of his Profeſſion, and our Ape, and cither the Example, 
6r the Shame of them that ſhall ſucceed, Sir Matthew Haler, ( ſaid to Mr.. 
Baxter, on. whoſe word I'take it} this AQ of Uniformity willneveriinite 
22d heal us 4: and'did-apon occaſion draw: ip a new Bilf of Uniformity.. 
His Juidgment- might as:ſoon be taken as any Mans3 ant brcauſt his'Me- 
| ; mory. 
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moryand Manuſcripts, arc-i [AM «4, with our late, wiſe, and great Par- 


liament, I pray God that Bi not. be over-laok'd, when that Honowr- 
«rap by x phecoyacp 4-1 26- S aa 


Here I could top without the Decency of Concluſion, my runnio 
thoughts being put toa ſtand, and ready deFpop prevailing | Foonleg 
cy, and grief of Heart- 4 

Firſt, Becauſe ſo few Heads and Hands were united, and at work, to 
repair the Breaches of a great Church, which ſhould be every good Man's 
Prayer and Endeavour. 

Secondly, _ Becauſe the Reſult of the Debates, and Counſcls of, tho but 
few, yet great, wiſe, and good Men, ſhould be rejected. 


But why ſhould we look for better from thoſe Men, who ſaw not what 
they had done-amiſs, nar repented of other great Evils, which the ,wh 
Nation hath ſeen and felt, when Men's Principles are but as Wheels, 
moved by Intereſt, the Intereſt muſt be changed, before the Wheels turne 
backward ? Souldiers of Fortune prolong a War, and Counſcellars of For- 
tune prolong Diſtractions. . The Troublers . of Iſrael, that put the Horſe- 
men intoa diſorder, and fſcotch'd the Wheels.of many of our Chariots, 
were never for.the drawing of them into one Body again, and making 
them ſerviceable, Some grave and good Menchecked the progreſs of the 
reſt, and at laſi the beſt overawed the Guilty, and did gallantly bear up 
againſt daring Rome : But the Oppolition had been the more ſucceſsful and 
ſecure, if they had brought the differing Partics of Proteſtants into a muy 
tual Truſt and Aſſurance. Bleſſed be the Men, and. bleſſed be their Me- 
mories, and bleſſed;be their Counſels, who have laboured to heal the hurt 
of the Daughter of Sion! and happy they who firſt arrive at the Haven, 
tho upon the Planks of a torn and broken Church ! The Men of a Moſaic 
Spirit, would have (et the contending Iſraelites at one 3 but our wiſe Men 
would not receive a Billof Union. They who had done the wrong,thruſt 
the Recondilers away, 9g. d. Who made you Judges? Byt .our Time was 
not, and is not yet came, altho we have had a great Body, inſpired with 
as great a Soul asever breathed within thoſe Walls, that Gw a like necet- 
ſity of including Proteſtants, as of excluding Papiſis. Theſe fee .the 
Things of ,our Peace, but.cannot overtake Peace.  Perfidiau Proteſtants 
(ſo called inche Humble.Addreſs, Nav. 29, 1680.) could not find the way 
of Peace in his Majeſty's Reſtauration, it. was as far above them, as Heaven 
is;aboye the Eanth 3 nor knew. how to employ the. Sword and Treaſure hut 
againſt Proteliantsabroad 3 nor their Pomeru upop,Regtelhants at Hams, 
YEE. 2 - who 
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Eh rd-nd who helped to reſtore them to it 3 nor their Peace, 
" They may read thiir - but in Effeminacy, Debaucheries, contempt of 
Charadier in bs Ma- God, atid the Power of that Religion, which chey 
jeſty's Proclamation a-. cither contraQed into an uneaſy corner of. a FaQi- 
goinſt Dibaucherier, on, or clfe enlarged as far as Rome. They who 
1660. printed,and to reared too high a Wall about the Church, have not 
be read inChurches, ſeen the influence of the Sun upon it, to impregnare 
it into a delired fruitfulneſs ; the few Plants of a 
purer kind that ſpring up in it, look pate and yellow, faint and Ian- 
guid : There is a great noiſe and ſound of Religion, but little Life and. 
Soul ! What a brood of Atheitts, Papiſts, Zealous Formaliſts and Con- 
tenders have grown up? Since a Bill of Divorce was ifſued out to feparate 
able Miniſtcrs from their Congregations, an illegitimate Race ſprung up, 
who cry up, Law, Law, and fin againſtthe Confeſſions and Prayers im- 
poſed upon us by it : And the Church, which was the moſt pregnant 
Mother of ſolid and holy Chriftians of any in the World, aftex many years 
travel and pains, ſees more of the ſhape and form, than of the lively Spi- 
rit and Strength of true Piety. They who take themſelves to be wronged, 
and the Divorce to be null in it felf, have come together,(tho but now and 
then, and' by ſieakh, for moſt part, tilt of Hate) are liable to the Courts 
for unlawful Society with their eſpoufed People, have rather multiplied 
Sorrows, than multiplied Joys. Reſtore the Prophets their Wives; or if 
they are dead by Law, give them Licenſes to marry where they can 3 mar- 
ry the unmarried, and they will; as they do, pray for you and'the Church 
that is now weak, and ſickly, ſhall be the joyful Mother of Children, 
born and brought up for God. Take in more Labourers, there is Field- 
room enough, and the Harveſt will be the greater, and. ſo the Joy in Hea- 
Ven. | | | 


Todiaw to a Concluſion 3 I will firſt point out the Obſtruors of onr 
Union. 

2, Give my Opinion, that the Caſe of the Non-conformifts, that are 
found in Faith; peaccable, and'godly, is that which no Man need be aſha« 
med of; or to appear in as an Interceſfor. 

1. Indeed 1am troubled, that there are any ſuch to be found” in a Re+ 
formed Church, and ofall other, in this Church, dr: ao or hinder a- 
Coalefrence. But all are not I#7gel” that: are of Jſrazl.. Many of the 
Church: are for it, and againſt it: are for it; in its preſent ſtate of Con- 
finement, and-not for it in an Enlargement, which will be really for- its 
Glory.and juſt Authority. What Multicudes axe there of-theſe, at? 
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and Loiw ? I will pray for them that are above me, and ſpeak of them 
that are near upon a level with me. I might divide theſe into Clergy and 
Laity 3 I will keep me tothe firſt, becauſe they do influence many of the 
pther. Bur by the way, I willcake up a Remark: Ir isſo come to paſs, 
that our driving and compelling Clergy, have fewer Admirers and Friends 
than they once had. Many Men, of little or no Religion in Judgment 
and Heart, could not bear the plain and preffing Preaching of many able 
Minilters, reputed to be unearned, becauſe conſtant and popular Prea- 
chers 3 they could cafily part with theſe, and give reſt to theit own Ears, 
by ſiriking them dumb. They were tickled, it not captivated, by the flo- 
rid and genteel Preaching, - and Writings of ſome (of a more Romantick, 
than true Majeſtick and Divine Stile) of the Sons of the Churchz and 
therefore ſay, Let theſe preach, and the reſt keep ſilence, Some of 'thefe 
kept up the Repute of the Church of England, under its Oppreſfion, that 
loſt it in its Exaltation, When their Feathers were grown, and covered 
with yellow Gold, they ſpared their Voices, fled from Preferment to Pre- 
ferment, to gather Gold, but ſpread not their Wings to hucker and cheriſh 
their Brood. 

Theſe were the Maſters of the Religion of the Courtiers z and many 
being tired with the Uſurpation, gave up their own Reaſon in comple- 
ment to Courtiers, for a time, did eafily ſubmit to what was determined 
by our Leaders. And who were they? Church-Papiſts, as well as Church- 
Proteſtants ſome of whom: were carried beyond their own temper of 
Moderation 3 firſt, to firain hard to pratiſe, what really they adjudged 
of an evil Tendency, tho of an indifferent Nature, as they thought ; and 
then they were to exact of others, what they could do themſelves: Fhe 
more diſcerning and obſtinate, ſaw-the Journeysend of- theſe Charioteers, 
and were reſolved on their. own way: Others that were peaceable and fa- 
cile, complied, in hopes of the eſtabliſhment of the King's Declaration, 
and were held in Parlee, till their Enemies (*tis a ſad, but too true a- 
Word): got that Power, as to force them to yield or fly. The Gentleman, 
underſtanding the Myſtery of the Church-Government was Power,and the 
Myſiery of many Church-mens Zeal, was Church-Dignities, ſaw-that he 
mult A and Vote, not for the pure Intereſt of Religion, but the temporal 
Intereſt of the Defigning Men, began to-recoil,. and- then to look to his 
own Ground, Many of thoſerode in Company, but ſceing the Compa- 
ny were reſolved for France, and:Romez when. they had* gone as far as 
| Canterbury and Dover, and kept pace with them, were reſolved to go no 
further, but to turn back, and break from the Company. Thereſt of the 
Church-Conformiſts, were cither. the.ſame, ox.like them that were ff be= 
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fore 5 and continued theſame painful courſe in their Miniſiry, dr:took cold, 
becarye idle, hot, intemperate, and-offenſive ;. The firſt have ſome reſpeR; 
the others, no more than they deſerve. - A new Generation come up with» 
in theſe cighteen or twenty Years 3 many of them take the riſing Side, 
Cant ſoine Scraps that fall from their-Leaders Mouths; preach as much 
with their Tecth as with their Tongues being neither ſtudious, nor con» 
fiderate, nor modeſt, but venturers in Cenſuresz they are thought unfic 
to direR and overſee the Souls of Men. . Upon ſome ſolamn Times, upon 
ſome ſolemn Days, they Diſcharge freely, but Aim with an evil Eye, 
{care away ſome Birds, but convince no Man of Sin or Duty. The Judi- 
cious of all Degrees, ſpare not to declare their diſlike of theſe Men. In 
a word, The growth of Popery, and the Antipathy that is kindled againſt 
ie, by the fiery Deſigns of Papilis, and the Light of Truthz the Modera- 
tion of ſome eminent diſcerning Church-men, the good Behaviour of Diſ- 
ſenters, the weakne(s of the Proteſtant Intereſt; by .our needle(s Diviſions, 
the ſobriety of our Gentry, the unanimity both of chem, and the . able 
Country-mev, and Citizens, and their Zeal, ſeeing all at Stake, doth ſeem 
to open a way to a deſired Union, notwithſtanding the averſation of ſuch 
Oppaſers as 1 _ _— ; . 2: 

I, A Party of Rigj rs, Impoſcrs in Opinion, not yet in Power, 
. that's the belt of it of aha 4 like the Yoke, Saddle, and Collar of 
Bells, and the Rack in which we muſt follow, as the only way. We being 
Subjeas, mult not judg, but ſubmir 3 and they being Judges, weigh to 
every Man the ſame Weight 3 the weakeſt muſt bow down to as great a 
Load as the ſirongeſt, whether they can bear it or not 3 and mealuretoevery 
Man his-Ower, whether he can digeſt it, or not, (if it were all Manns, 
direQly from Heaven, a weak Perſon muſe ſtrive to ſwallow it ) but yer 
God,.;that allowed an Omer:to. every one that could, did not require it of 
every one that could 'not, upon pain. of turning put,. and not .coming 
within five miles of the Family.. If Saxl bad been of theſe Mens Conſtitu- 


- tion, David muſt not kill Goliab like a Non-conformiſft, but. go forth with = 


kis Armour, his Helmet, and Coat of Male, and gird'on his Sword; but 
he was ſo.rcaſonable, that'ſeeing David could not go:with them, he ſhould 
! go-without the Formalities of a. Champion. : There may be as. great dif- 
proportions between the underſtandings of fone ,-young.uoſtudied:Cone 
tormilis; and the underſtandings of great DoRors, as was/between Dawd's 
| Head, and Sapl!'s Head and Helmet. the : things required for. Aſſzr,. are 
wuch too big for their Capacities: But every, Z. 4:8.ithat is:but 8. 4. or 
a-Deacon; willf Aſſent 8nd_Coriſent,: Declare, dkber, -as peateQy:as any Pro» 
- feſſar of Diuinety, as politively as if. he wene: an Hreb-Biſhep. | : They _ 
£2 ec 


nent, upon. ( as tom 
think )'@ hard Leſſon.” ' EF ſhould , Carechiſe the NaVkes' welf in our 
Atticles, arid' when they &ffent, Tet them Aﬀent ro what they underfiand, 
4nd no torts and if Conſent'to rhe uſe be the meaning of the thing, tell 
them-pleinly ſo. - E am for a plajn' and cafy way, and as light a Burden as 
may be lid, that fo we' may have che more and berter Company, and the 
more cortifortable” Jouriity: © (Pardon' rhe. hattinefs'of my Pen, in ſaying, 
what Tatti fors'Who/ahi T? andthe Balinefs is norome to rhy Voting, )= 
But theſe large and intricate Impoſitions, beihgequal npon all, Untearned as 
well-as Learricd; dv preferve a Notion ſrmewhat like an Tmplicit Faith : 
and not too Celo, diftcrent from an Infallibility,— Bur, fay they, it is ne- * 
cefſaty to eradicate bad Principt's out of the tyinds, of Men which grew up 
in the late Times. 'f demand whether oar'ol the minds of them that arc 
planted with them? (But c4h ty Declaracion_ convert another, and root 
out ill Principfes out of his mind? What if he doth not fee the reaſon of 
my Opinion? ) or cut of his minds that never received thoſe pernicious 
Principles? Yer ttilt I only declare for my ſelf, and if I was never infected 
with them, there is tio danger of my propagating of them; let us propa- 
gate Godlinefs ard Honelty, and theſe Principles will never grow up by 
chemi. ' The Principles had been butied in the Church, [like Weeds in a. be 
new-digg'd Garden, tha#'noc our renouncing them Kept them. in me- 
mory. £3 
-2, S6me poor, low, narrow ſpirited Men, ſuperſtitions and miſled, are- 
for this Way,as the only way of Entrance and Continuance in the Churches jor 
Service Spirits fo poor that they cannot afford one token of: Charity to- 
Difſenters, * as if ſuch, a' Spiritual Alms,, would undo them 3. ſo low, that 
having never fiood upoh the Shoulders of Wiſdom-and Experience, they 
ſce not the Latitude of the way of Heaven ſo narrow-hearted, that. he 
thinks there is no, room for any in Church-Communion,eſpecially in the Mi- 
niliry, that will not go into, and and in alittle Frame, like that in which he 
Aands, like an Image.. His Charity may extend to the Salvation. of mer 
thens; ( a'Notion pretty rife ) but not to the Toleration of Chriſtians, 
eſpecially of Preachers of the common Salvation, if they. will not confortti.. 
Papiſis ſhall ſooner enter into the Kingdom of God, than a.Presbyterian. . 
And who is the Presbyterian ? He rs, (A a Biſhop, a Lord, a.Parliament- 
Man, yea a whole Parliament, .a Lord Mayor, .if but moderate, as well as 
a preaching mbderate Conformiſt. The Moderate of ll Quatiles, is the 
Presbyterian 3 but the Ptesbyterians are Hot wEmER 'No,.a Presbyteri-1 
ati is an vut-witted jet by 


*Y ; MT br , a a { 
| ir, anda Jeſuit is; an overs its Presbyteriant. 
Theſe new CharaQtet-makets ate at. this Wit ;. and ſeeing he. would'be a 
F Wit 
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fed theſe things with other Mens" Eyes, or muff not take the Work upon 
ther, and yet'hive'hor the Help of a Licenſed Comment, up 


(56) 

' Wit that makes the CharaQer, I doubt not, but he is for being of the 
greateſt ſort of Wits, that is, the over-witting Presbyterian. , This Piece 
SFormality makes himſelf; and the Government all one, that muſt be over- 
thrown, thinks he, if any thing be abated that varies from his Concep- 
tions, Model, and Meaſure of his Aſſent. ' He is not a Papiſt, ſomething 
keeps him off 3 but, good Man, he hath high thoughts of the old Way 
every Ceremony is.in his Eye, a kind of a hallowed thing and the Trea- 

- ſure of the Chittch is wrapped in the Rag of Antiquity, which never was 
a piece of a Garment in faſhion in the Apoliles days, or ſome Centuries af- 
ter: He contends for the gray Hairs which grow over the Eyes of the 

3 Church, and the Nails which have pinched and nipe many tender Skins, 

= + as for the Life and Soul of Religion. Many are miſled by their Informers, 

not in. Antiquity only, but in Modern Times, even in their own Days,or 

the days of their immediate Fathers. The Times of War and Uſurpation, 

are the only ill Times in their Chronicles; which were ill indeed, in- re- 
j{pe& of Punifhment and Sin3 but have nothing but good to fay of the jll 

Times of Provocation, of Peace, precedeings They do moſt partially 

and untruly charge the War upon the Presbyterians. Much more fallly 

upon Praying and Preaching 3 or the Divines that were in the Parliament 
Quarters, and City, many of which were forced thither., It was as truly 

& 5a Popiſh Plot and War, and, at fir, between Prerogative and Liberty, tho 
not ſo bare-faced as this horrid Plot. Theſe Men are abuſed . by ſome of 

our Deceiving Writers, and know'as little of what they declaim againſi, as 

they do of the Diſſenters of this preſent Age. But Andabatarum more pug- 

nant ; & clamores ( quantos ! ) excitant.—lIt was a bloody. Civil War vit- 

bly about Civil Matters 3 it was called Be/Inm Epiſcopale, not by ſome Par- 
liament-Men only, but one Biſhop, or more 3 to make the riſing Clexgy 

part with their Mony to maintain it 3. but it was Bellum Papale pro Rege, 

contra Regem, as well as againſt Parliament and Proteſtants. | 

3. Our perſccuting Fire-brands, are againſt Proteſtant Peace and Union. 

They approve of perſecuting Laws,if they might have a Parliament to make 
new,and Magiſtrates to execute the old,and it ſhall not bePerſecution againſt 
Diſſentin g Proteſtants, but Juſtice, becauſe it is but the Execution of Laws: 

and Diſſenters muſt be undone,to (eres the Law and Government. How 
| | freely do they exclaim againſt, and cloſely gird at our laſt Parliament ? fly 
TIT | upon our Bleſſed Reformation from Poperyzblemiſhic with Aſperſions of Se- 
128 - dition and Rebellion (an Aﬀront to;Religion not be endured.) [ If they read 
\'Þ noe more than Dr., Du Movin, Pr.,of Canterbury's Anſwer to Philanax Angli- 
'F + © , ek, they will be more jull to the Reformation. ] Theſe Men, are ſo well pre- 
|| ) paredfor a Pofph Bices or, that they can truſt. God with their Religion, 
thoin Popiſh Hands, ( And cannot they truſt themſ.lves too? ) but can- 
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Praying, not in_an open Pulpit. . Theſe blow up. Conttovcrſics! into, un« 
quenchable Diſſentions, into large Differences, into wide Chaſms, and un» 
paſſable Gulfs. |' They condemn the: Magiſtrate for: CaldneG, if he Jee a 
Diſſenter preach, or kave him a Bed to lie upon... The Ejected are like 
Suburbs, withdut the Walls of Uniformity, burn the Suburbs to ſave the 
Church within 3 whereas one would think it were the ſafer way, to build 


a Wall about the: Suburbs, and bring them within the Line. They hate 


_ Houſe-preaching, and running into- Corners, and would bring, out the 
Non-conformiſts into the Sun-{hine but only in the-Dog-days. Canicul4m 
Perſecutionis video. Tertull. Parce Civibms Miles, is Heathen Latine; but 
Occide & manduca, is in the Original. | | 

It was a ſevere word of King fames; If this be all ( quoth he ) which 
tbey bave to ſay, ( meaning our tamous Dr. Fo, Rainolds, and the other 
Divines, called Non-conformiſts ) I ſhall make them Conform themſelves, or 
I will hurry them out of this Land, or elſe do worſe, [_ Conference at Hampton- 
Court, p. 85, ] It is as likely that they know not what a Spirit they are of, 
that are for hurrying good Men, 'as it was from a Spirit of Flatcery, that a 
Lord ſaid, He was perſwaded the-King ſpoke in that Conference by the 
Holy Ghoſt. How well foever he ſpake in ſome. parts of ic, yet that 
ſaying might have,been ſpared. | ; 

4. Idle and inſufficient Miniſters, that live at eaſe, and as the manner 
of ſpeaking is, enjoy themſelves, that are moxc Abroad than at Home, 
and as ſeldom in their Studies, as they are in their Pulpics, are indiſpoſed 
toa Cloſure. Theſe Conform perhaps above Conformity ſometimes, whoſe 


Surplices. are as Cloaks for their Faults; and their. pretended/Loyalcy | 


makes them impregnable againſt deſerved Cenſures.. Many of theſe conſast 
with Companions of a Feather, inflame one another into a degree of mad- 
nefs. Theſe drive away their People, and when they are gone, throw after 
them, and revile thoſe that entertain them better. -Thele, with all their 
Might, cry, the Church, the Church 3 declaim againſt much preaching, 
(and'js not that a good way to ſave their pains, by-calling it needle(s ? )) 
We are not now to convert Heathens, ( they would rather confirm than 


convert them ) much preacbing hath ſpoiled the Worldz I hate theſe Pres- ( 


byterians, nothing will ſerve them but Preaching 3 cry out againſt Calviy, 
the Parliament, the Fanaticks, and run over their Railery, as Papiſts do theix 
Beads.; Theſe are afraid. of admiſſion of more good Preachers, that theig 
Manners will be inſpeed, and their Churches quite deſerted 3 that they 
multi take more and better pains, or elſe be expoſed. _ oth ol 
. 5, Eccleſialtical Merchants, Ecelefie Poſſeſive Fiz, are againſt admiſſion 
, of more to the exerciſe of the Sacred | {The Trade hath eng 


| ; ( F, vs | 
not truſt a Non-conforming Proteſtant, with preaching a Sermon, or 
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(58) | 
fome great Mens Hands, and the engroſſing of the Commodities of the 


' Church, - hath enriched many, that never would 'have touched the Burden 


witch one of their Fingers, but for double Wages. But if more Miniſters are 
eapacitited by Law, the Endowments of the Church will be difiributed 
into more hands. Theſe turn Prophets, that the Church will fall, when 
due Encouragements are taken away from Learned Men, in which Rank 
they place themſelves 3 q. d. Take away Pluralities, you diſcourage Learn- 
ing whereas it is too well known to both our Univerſities, that they are a 
diomegetnent to Learning, that many are not rewarded with a Plurality, 
for their double Portion-of Learning and that the Learning of the Cu- 
vat, is as much the Ornament and Support of the Church as theirs, ma- 
ny of whoſe Abſence is as profitable to their Pariſhes, ( except to the poor, 
who have no Alms at their Doors, nor relief from the Parſonage ) as their 
Preſence. Theſe arc potent in their Patrons, Friends, and Relations, and 
may obſtru& the Work, when things come to the Vote, and Flcſh and 
Blood pleads Reaſon againſt the true Intereſt of Religion, and the crying 
Neceſſity of Souls. Burt let them not fear, for there is no danger of put- 
ting them out, to bring others in 3 Nor do the Non-conformiſts deſire their 
Liberty with the deprivation of any now in poſſeſſion. | 

6. Some honeſt and good Men are afraid of an Alteration from a miſta- 
ted Caſe. Many ran into Conformity to be out of Confulion, aig are 
now tenacious of this Conformity, for fear of -a Toleration of Popery, 
and Antichriſtian Se&s. But there are Mediums 

. The N:n-conformifts between Extreams. They argue 'in their haſtc; 
offered #0 Conform to from the Neceſſity of a Church Government, a- 
Arch-Biſh;p Uther's gainſtan abatement of Rigor, as'if the fodering of 
- Wi Parties, would be-a throwing of all into the Fire; 

and the running of the whole into a ſhapele(s and 
formlefs Lump. Many are boldly impoſed upon into an ill Opinion of 
- our Parliament, and: compoſing Minds, as if they deſigned a- Dillolution 
of Government 3 and indeed do, by -their cauſclel(s Fears, diſcover the ill 
temper of our Cement, that if you do but-touch our preſent Church-Frame, 
jt wilt be in danger of falling. | FI 9T70% G1 '% |: 7 
7, Sorne are warped from a Cloſure, 'by the” influence of 'Self-love:: 
They have Conformed, and are afraid of an after-condemnation for Con- 
formity, and that the Non-conformiſts will come in-as ViQors, and be put- 
Fed up into an oftentation of their Refuſal and Sufferings upon- better 
Grounds and Principles. But Brotherly-love and Self-denial,”'which are 
ſo eflential to Chriſtianity, muſt be our Exerciſe, carrying on the:common 
Salvation with-one Heart and Shoulder, —Barttheſe two laſt-named; wil 


' mot be grioved-at our-Union, when it appearstobegood.  - , 


: Laftly, 
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.. Laſily - Our many Breaches with. God, is. the great -GulD between; 
File obs Hand, if Church-men would lay to Heart, and' mourn fot our 
io alar wa uchgach ſee whence they ariſe, and the great Loſs to the 
Church at home, Scandal to the Churches abroad, by the Eje&ion of 
ſp many able good Men, whom no other Nation could ſpare, and turn the 
Heat of Diſputation into Love and Compaſſion, and ſpare themfelves by 
not difgracing others, we might have more hopes. That DoQor (I con- 
ccal his Name, for he is fallen aſleep) who faw Loudon-firc,and was deeply, 
affeaed-with it, who after-his return to his Place in the Country on the Faſt 
following, reckoned this among the many Sins, and Judgments and Pro- 
vocations of the Land, that many able Miniſters were turned out of the 
Miniſtry, was in a right temper for a Solemn Faft, but was chidden-and 
rated into Tears for his melting:Charity, by his angry Dioceſan, Oa the 
other Hand, when diſſenting Chriflianvs, or Auditors, bring forth more 
Fruit under the unwearied Labours of their Preachers;and obey the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and can bleſs God for the many able publick Preachers, and re-: 
ceive the Faith and Word, without reſpeQ of Perſons and be forry for 
their Anger and Evil-ſpeaking, we may come to-an Union, and ice the 
Partition-Wall thrown down. x 
- But ſurely our Legiſlators axe too wiſe, 2nd more reſolved upon. the 
molt;neceſſary Work of compoſing Differences,than to endanger the Whole 
by a diviſion of Parts to gratify theſe, I have named who are not of fo 
much worth.as to compenſate the loſs of publick Church-Proteſtant-Peace 
for their ſakes. ——- ' | 
2. The Caſe and Qualifications of the Non-conformiſts, is ſuch, asno 
good Man of any Spirit ſhould be afraid toown, by way of Interceſſion,or 
Solicitation for their Re-admiſhon. | 
1. Thoſe few that are yet alive, who were Men before the War, are as 
Gfe under the Healing Wings of the ARt of Grace, asany other Men who 
needed that ProteQion as muchas they, and have been placed asnear the 
King and Court, as they have been driven from him. The greater is their 
Tranſgreſſion, who peck at that Foundation of our Peace, and that tear 
that Covering from their Neighbours backs, in their Pulpits and Pam» 
hlets. a 2 ; apes | 
. 2. They need no more Clemency, nor Pardons, ſince, than other Men; 
except for their Preaching. | 
3. They are admitted into the private Converſe of the moſt emi- 
nent of all Qualities in the Land, except a few. Who can ſay of any of 
them, with ſuch an one, no not to Eat ? Therefore they are admittable in- 
to a publick Station, where they can do more good, and leſs hurt, if do- 
ing hurt were their Deſign and. cs than in private. Me-thinks no 
. 2 7 Man 
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Mzn ſhould be permitted to preach, to five, and from five to five, from 


Houſe to'Houſe, that may not be permitted ro'preach publickly :' For thay? 


\ they with Sifety, and Edification to Souls, 'preach to fiveat a time, why 


not 'to five hundred ar a time ? Orif their preaching in publick be damge-' 


) xous to the State and Church, is it not much mote in private? Our Prictts 


and Jeſuites have not perverted their boaſted of .Numbers in publick, but 
m 'private. Families are the Nurſeries of Church and State 3 corrupt 
them, and the Poiſon is diſperſed. Me-thinks it ſhould not be at all law-' 
ful for Non-conformifts, to preach to a number not exceeding tive at once, 
or as lawtul to preach in publick 3 where if they were a Depraving Here- 
tical Se& of Men (which they are not) but to be preferred before thou-' 
fands that Officiate in the Land, they will be more wary and tcmperatc, ' 
than to loſe there Hearers, or hazard theirLiberty, which they obtain with - 
fo much difficulty. - Suppoſe twenty Non-conforming Miniſters ſhould 
keep ſiriQly to their legal number of fivez theſe twenty Miniſters preach 
ro a hundred Citizens 3 if theſe twenty ſhould LeQture the hundred into 
Atheifin, Blaſphery, Inhdclity, Hereſy, Sedition-or Rebellion, won'd 
it be endured ? would not the Peſtilence ſpread? And that of the Mind is 
as quickly diffuſed, and as flently conveyed, 'as the Plagu# from Body to 
Bocy, and Honfſe to Houſe, It they are Men of pernicious Principles, 
they arc al'owed too muchz if not, they are allowed too little. It is 
rrue, they have taken Liberty contrary to Law, to preach to greater Num- 
bers, and have paticntly born the Penalties, when inflicted : And by their 
2dventuring, they, have vindicated, themſclves, and teltiticd to'the Goſpel 
which they bclicve, and Nop'd the Mouths'of many 3 beſides much good 
done upon many thouſand Souls, that had beenclſe neglected and decla- 
red to the Woxld what manrer of Men they are, what Doctrine they 
preach, and that rhcy have not ſowed Scdition, and il] Principles of Dif- 
loyal:y and Treaſon ; &nd the many. years experience, 'and proof given 
of their Principlcs and Abilitics, is not only an Apology for them, againſi 


them that judg them, vel prejudicio hominis, but furnifh the Wiſe and Mo- 


derate with ſome Arguments to plead for rcaſonable Abatements for 

4. They have done as much asany Men of their Degrees, to ſapport and 
ſave the Nation, and the Proteſtant Profcflion, and as great a Terrorto the 
Papilis, as any of their number and quality in the Land ; And I believe, if 
they thought that tither Po;ccry, or any Antichriſtian Secs ſhould enterin 
by then, tho they cannot conform to keep them out, by that, they would 


t;ask leave to'remove into other Nations, rather than be a Door to let in Mi- 
Gries uponthcizown. + | 


5. They 


re So —_ | | 
They#rc Men of great Parts; Piety, 4f4-Prudence; - found Divines, 


a Preachers and Writers nd Man that-knows their- Perſons, or their 
Labovrs, or their Writings, but oughr:togive theimtheir duc,' without de- 
traction from others.- /'With what-a ſweet Spitit and-Stile, Learnipg, 
Judgment, Argument, hath Mr. Polehill vindfcated them;and the Docrines 


- 


of the Church, againſt Dr. Sherlock's Imputations?- 


| 6. Wiſe and great Men for Power, Place, - Wiſdom, and ,Experience 
in Aﬀairs, .bbth of Church and State,” have -cndeavoured' a Compoſition, 
though in vaio: 1 ſhould not'be aſhamed or afraid, to my beſt ability, 15 
commend the Endeavours of but one Lord Keeper Bridgman; of byt one 
Lord Chief Juftice Hales (What would we have given for him ſince his 
Death?) of but one Biſhop elkins, or cither of the Deans of Canterbury 
and Pays. - But I have ſhewed how ſome of the ſharpeſt Procurors of - ouc 
Laws grew mild and gentle. But 'betide thoſe venerable Perſons, 'the 


Right Reverend Biſhops, Reynolds, Gawden, were tenderly affe&tcd, a3 


was Biſhop Earle; and as the now moſt Icarned Biſhop of Chefter,« as .I . 
have it troma good hand, 'the Biſhop of Hereford, belide others, more *' 


than 1 can or will name, of eminent worth ia the Church of Engtand; 
And furely, rigor, ' and ſuppreſſion” of fo found a number of Miniſters, 
dothneicher become Men, -as Wiſe, Experienced, Sclt-ſearchers, Chari- 
tablez' or to deſcend. below aChriſtian, itis not humane nor geatee!; 
The more wiſe, experienccd, felt acquainted, Chriſtian, or genteel any 
Man is, the more moderate in Ceremonies, diffecent Rites, and Impoſiti-- 
ons. ©+[ See the c'oſe of theſe Sheets. ] F | 
* 7, Inever heard any Wiſe, Learned, good: Min of the Church of Enz- 
land, juſtify their Eje&tion, nor approve of their Suppretſion z ſome have 
| wiſhed they would give way to the Wrath of. angry Mazgiltrates, cicher by 
abſtaining from publick Preaching, or in time of Publick, that they might 
cl.ape the edg of the Law. | 

$; It is no more to their prejudice that they are not alFof the ſame 
"mind, than that we are not all of a min4, no not in the point of Coaformi- 
tyfc cf, 3 | | PORTA 
. 9. To intercede forthem, and their aImifſion, is not to plead for tur- 
bulent, factious, {chiſmatical Perſons, that are infufferable. Make them 


one with us by a Law, -and where is the FaQtion, and Schiſm.? Suppoſe © 


the King and Parliament for them, and againſt us - their way made legal, 
and ours as it is, only by a voluntary Profcfton, - as ticd: up to-it in Chn- 
ſcience, but without or againk the Law:3- on whom: would the. charge of 


Schiſm fall? The M:giftrates Favour and Law removes, or faiters 


the Crigie, I know th. is a Schiſm, and it is a great Sin, without 
xcefpc& to humane Laws» bu: ke that cndeavours to keep the Unity of 
| the 
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( 62.) | 
the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, is no Schiſmatick, altho he. cannot come 
up.to the Terms of Conformity.; . 1 have a.tenderneſs jn, imputingSchiſin 
to any good Men, who cannot; live and dye in Sinz. but if, this be alin, mas 
 K apon Men have died in it, never declaring their Repentance for. theix 
conformity, or Preaching __ the Prohibition of the Law., I do 
verily believe they were not only {cemingly, but fincercly good Men ; *tis 
too hard to judg them dead in Sin.) 2) 1+ 
10, They are Proteſtants; ,if they come not to that Teſt, . reje& them; 
they are peaceable, they are loyal, axe true to the King according, to Law, ' 
they have born their burden with us.” Do we pray for the King, ſodo they, 
and forall that are in Authority, - that under them they may lead. peacs- 
able and quiet Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty? Do we Faſt? they do 
the ſame, with great importunity, - Who more abundant in Labours than 
they ?. Who more Orthodox according to the DoQtrines of the Churchthan 
they? —— My Paper isalmok at an end; and fo am I. 


Thus I have communicated -my Thoughts with great plainneſs and 
truth. Iſha]l Gay what was once ſpoken in Parliament 3 © Let us firſt fear 
* God,then ſhall we honour the King the more, for I am afraid we have been 
© leſs proſperous in Parliatnents, becauſe we have preferred other - Matters 


, © before him. Let Religion be our Prim Querite, for all things elſe are 
" © but Ee cetera's to it, &c, | Sir Ben. Rudycr. ] 


And whether Excluſion of Papiſts, or Incluſion of Proteſtants be firſ} 
endeavouted, 'is left'to the Wiſdom of my Superiors. — God proſper beth. 


- For my Brethren and Companion's ſake, I will now Pray 3 Peace be upon 
Iſrael. OS, | 


-Violentis Concilis, nec ſanari mentes, nec tranquillits Eccleſie reftitui ulquam 
poterit, [ Phil.Mclanch. ad Hen. 2; Fran. Reg. ] eb 

Ondd fi ſqname Leviathan ita cobereat, ut earumopere textili denſato, quaſi 
Loricatus incedat Satan & Catapbratius, (quod de taxdere Concordiz, qua ma- 
lignantis Ecelefie Membra, ſe complexa, muniunt & circumvallent, Elegantiſſime 
Lutherus & vere, cur immane quantum bient, obſecro, quaſi ruinam Univerſe - 
Fabrice minitantes, inbientqz quaſi vaſto fadog; rifiu ſe devoraturi, vivi Lapi- 
des in vero Templo Colloeati, &c.— ingait Dr, Stoughton, Epiſtola Elegantiſſe 
ci Titulw, Felicitas ultimi Saxculi. p. 40. —, 


| Addenda 
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| Will fill up theſe Sheets with ſome Royal Condeſceoſions, and Epif- 


copal Pleas, ( belides thoſe mentioned before ) which 1 huwbly 
entreat thoſe in Authority, eſpecially my Lords the Biſhops, ſeriou- 
fly co conſider, in behalf of the Non-conformiſts, which may be found 
in his Majelly's Specches and Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, and 
ſome of the Biſhops ( and others) own writings. And firſt obſerve what 
his preſent Majeſty ſays concerning the Non-conformiſts, &c. 
. In his Declaration of Eccleſialtical Aﬀairs, Ofob. 25. 21660. *©* When 
* We were in Holland, ( ſays he!) We were attended by many Grave' and 
© Learned Minifters from hence, who were looked tpon'as moſt able and 
© principall Aﬀertors of the Presbyterian Opinions, with whom We had as 
© much Conference, as the multitude of Aﬀairs, which were then upon 
* Us, would permit Us to have 3 and to Our great SatisfaRion and Com- 
* fort, found'them Perſons full of Aﬀection to Us, of -Zeal'for the Peace 
* of the Church and State, and neither-Enemies ( as they have 'been: gi- 
©-ven out to be') to Epiſcopacy or-Liturgy, but moſily to defire ſuch Altc- 
* tations in either, as without ſhaking Foundations, | might'allay the pre- 
* Ent-Ditempers, which the Indifpolition of the Time, and tenderneſs of 
* fome Mens Conſriences had contracted, 
And concerning Ceremonies, pag.'s. he ſays,” < Now We. do not think 
* that Reverence We have fot the Churob'of England'in the leaſt degree di- 
© miniſhed by our CondeFcentions, not'peremptorily to infiſt on ſome pat- 
© riculars: of Ceremoniesz which how-ever introduced by the Piety and 
*. Devotion, and order of former Times, -may not be ſo agreeable to the 
* preſent, but may- even leffen that Piety and Devotion; for the improve- 
' ©ment'whereof, might happily be'fivit introduced, and conſequently 
*.may well be di ' withy' and we hope this charitable Compliance of 
* Ours, will difpoſe the minds of all Meh to. a chearful-fabmiſſion to that 
'* Authority, "the preſervation 'whereof is ſo neceſſary for the Unity and 
*Peace-of the Church and that they will believe the ſupport of the 


© Epiſcopal 
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( 64) | 
* Epiſcopal Authority, to be the the belt ſupport of Religion, by being the 
* means to contain the minds of Men within the Rules of Government, 
Arid pug. 16; ——-* And therefore Our preſent Conſideration and Work is, 
©*x0 gratify the private Conſciences of thoſe who are grieved with the ufe 
* of lome Ceremonies, by indulging to, and diſpenſing with, their omic- 
* ting thoſe Ceremonies,— - 


þ 


And pag. 7, 8.—* As for what concerns the Penalties upon thoſe who 


* living peaceab J doinot conform; thereunto, (viz. the At of Uni» 


* formity ) through" ſcrupte and ceriderneſs of Conſctence, but modeſtly 
* without ſcandal perform their Devotions in their own way. We ſhall 
* make it our ſpecial Care, fo far forth as in us lies, without invading the 
* freedom of Parliament, to incline their Wiſdom — to concur with ls 
* in.the making ſome ſuch Act for that purpoſe, as may enable Us to exer- 
* ciſe- with a' more. univerſal Satisfation, — That Power, of Diſpencin 

* which/We.concecive to be inherent in Us: Nor can We- doubt of their 
* chearful cooperating with us in a thing wherein we do conceive our ſelves 


.* ſo far engaged in Honour, and in what we owe to the Peace of our Do- 


* minions 3 which We profeſs We can never think ſecure, whilſt there 
* ſhall be a. colour lefe tothe, Malicious and Diſaffected,. to inflame the 
© mindsof ſo many Maltitudes, upon the ſcore of Conſcience, with. deſpair 


© of ever obtaining any ef.& of our, Promiſes for their Eaſe. 


| And in his Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, Feb, 10. 16657, faith 
He,— © One thing more I hold my Self obliged to recommend unto you 
* at this preſent 3 which js, That you would ſeriouſly think of ſome courſe 
*© tobeget a better Union and Compolure inthe minds-of my Proteſiant 
© SubjeRts,: int Matters of Religion 3 whereby they may be induced, 'not 


* oply'to ſabmit quierly to the Government, but alſo chearfully give their 
-* afiiance to. the ſupport of it. ',: 


And in his Speech to both Houſes, Nov. 9. 1679. He ſaith ©I meet you 
© here with the moſt earneſt deſire that Man can have, to unite the minds of 


* all my SubjeRs,: both to Me, and: to one anather; and 1 reſolve. it {hall be 
*/your Fault, jf the Succeſs be. not ſutable, to my Debres, —Beſide, that end 
* of Union which I aim at, ;(and,which I, with could be,extended to Pro- 


* teltants Abroad, as well as at Home) I, purpoſe: by this laſt ſtep I hare 
© made; to diſcern whether the ;Proteſtant Religion,: and the Peace of the 
* Kingdom, be as truly aimed at by others, as theyare really intended by me.+- 

| Some Biſhops ( and. other | Emigent, Divines of the Church, of. Eng- 


:2and.) formctly;. and. of late, have -moſt. pathetically,: pleaded; the Caſe 
-of the (Non-confarmiſts, whoſe; Apoliglical ; Zealand Charity; are, worthy 
: the Confideration and Imitation of the preſent Bilbops and Fathers of /pnr 
' Church at this Time eſpecially. A former Biſhop of $t. Davids, 3nithe 


Convocation 


g of thoſe who - nrdey a 
Labours have been painful in'the 
Congregations, ( he ſays) tho 1 do 
, YT their Doings, yet ſurely their Service would be miſſed at ſuck 
ta , as need ſhall require them and us to give the right hand of Fel- 
© lowſhip one to another, and- to go Arm in Arm againſt the common Ad- 
* verſary, that ſo there might be Vis-wnite fortior, —lf theſe our Brethren a- 
* foreſaid ſhould be deprived/of their Places, for che Matters pretiſed, I 
© think we ſhould find cauſe to-bend-our Wits to the uttermoſt extent of 
© our skill to provide ſome Cure of Souls for them, where they may ex- 
© exciſe their Talents.- Further, if theſe Men, being divers hun- 
, regen, Coq oy ranges abroad + ſhould pong to ran, pb as ſome 
**do preſu they will ) who, I pray you, ucceed them ? —— 
© Befides x3 for ſo much as in the {if ims of the late Arch-Biſhop of 
* Canterbury, theſe things were not ſo extreamly urged, but that many 
* Learned Preachers enjoyed their Liberty herein, conditionally that they 
© did not by Word or Dced openly diſgrace or diſturb the State eſtabliſhed 3 
* I would know a Reaſon, why it ſhould not be ſo generally and exceeding 
© ſtrictly, called upon, eſpecially conſidering theſe Men are now the more 
8 Aechary, by ſo much as we (ee greater encreaſe of Papifts to be now of 
© fate, than were before. To conclude, I wiſh, that if by Petition made 
©to the King's Majeſty, there cannot be obtained a quite remove of the 
© Premiſes, which ſeem fo grievous to divers, nor yet a Toleration for 
© them which be of the more ſtaid and temperate carriage, yet at the leaſt, 
© there might be procured a mitigation of the Penalty, if they cannot be 
* drawn by other Reaſons to a Conformity with us. Thus far this Biſhop 
in ho days, when the Tagpe of {hor ear" _ not fo hard. 

Biſhop Davenant on Col. 2, 20. ſpeakes largely "LEED 
_— Rites-and Ceremonies, the Sum is this, ay iyoner » 
*1F you be fice fromthe Rites that God did pre- 9/1;{ he bro tenor 
© ſcribe, then are you free from 'the Traditions of tute Ri unGry'S” #64] 
© Menz it is a moſt wicked thing they ſhould impoſe Fi wha | 
*this Yoke upon you, and. you are moſi fooliſhto ; . Fm Gf ws = 
© ſubmit your Necks to it, for God-would not have 4 Op Wet 47 fog | 
© aboliſhed. the: Ceremonial Law inſtituted by him- la 548 IB bY 
*felf, that a New one may be-invented by Men. OS 

' Indeed he would have Ceremonies for Decency and- Order, but this is - 
not the State of the Qyeſtion wo ary eeny” CG the Now-conformiſte ig 
( as the Preface to the: Liturgy:tells;)! that: The Ceremonies that "dre retai 
are not dark aud dumb Ceremonies, but are ſet forth, 'thad every Man may nn-" 

derſtand whas they mean, ———_—. + and ftch as are apt to ſtirnp = 
" { u 


2 


(. &s ) COR OS RENE: 
dull" mindef Man to the remembrance of bis Duly 4 God, Þy ſome notable and ſpt- 


Gial:Signification,. whereby be might be edified By which words' they jiidge' 


) 


they.are impoſed a8 ſacramental, and ſo'they conceivethem unlawful.” |. , 


.*Dr, Teyfor, late Biſhop' of Down 'and' Connar (whoſe Writings are in. 


great Effeem,: even with thoſe that 'are moſt 'zealous' for Ceremonies ). 


hath ſcveral Paſſages in his Caſes of Conſcience, that ſecm to favour and 

juſtify fome .of the Nox-conformiſt's Principles, vis. Pag. 303. © Eccleſiafti-, 
\ cal Laws/are made relative to Time and Place, ' to Perf-os and Occalions, 

© ſubje to-all Changer, titted for uſe and the Advantage of the Churches, 
* miniÞxing to , Editication, -and complying with Charity : Whatfdever, 
© Eccleliaftical Law hath not theſe Conditions, the Churches ought nor to re-. 
© ceive, becauſe they are. Impediments, not Advantages to the Scrvice of. 
God 3 if they be thus qualited, no gocd Man will refdſe them 3 if they be. 
not, theyare Laws of Tyrants, not of '{piritual Fathers, Kyle 20, P28-323» 
«Eccleſiaſtical Laws mult cver promote the Service of God and the Good of, 


'< Souls, but mult never-put. a-Snure or'Stumbling-block to Conſeiences, — 


©the Authority which the Lord hath given, is for Edification and not for 
© Deftradiion, 2-Cor.10.8, & 13.10. Pag.314 Ceremonies oblige no longer 
© than they miniſter to the.cnd of Charity. And pag. 325, — Tho ſigni-. 
© ficant Ceremonies can be for Edifcation to-the Church in fome-Degree, 
©and in ſome Perſons, yet it's to be conſidered” whether the introducing . 
© of ſuch things, doth not deliroy the'Church,- not only in her: Chriftian 
© Liberty, .but in the Simplicity, and Purity, _—— of her Religi-+ 
© on, by inſenſible changing ir into Certmonial and External Sertice, ibid, — 
* A Symbolical Rite of humane Invention, to ſignify what ic does not. 
©effe&, and then.introduced into'the ſolemn Service of God,” is ſo like thoſe . 
© Vain Imagioations and Repreſentations forbidden: in the fecond Come 
©mandment, that the very Smſpicioa'is more againſt Edffication, than their 
Uſe can pretend to» 1 EE 

. A' Conformiſt of great Note. told- a Captain'under his Majefiy, that he 
wa3s glad fo many Miniſters refuſed to contormz the Captain would know . 
his Reaſon, he gives it thus3- Had' all Miniſters: conformed; People would 


» bve thought there was nothing in Religion 3 only a thing to talk, of in the Pulpit, | 


and ſerve a State deſign, for theſe Miniſters will turn anyway the State turns 
birt by their giving up their. Livings,. and expoſing Themſelver and F amilies to 
extward Evils, rathir than they would: conform to things impoſed not agreeable. 
( as they apprehend ) to. the Goſpel they. preached, p bave convinced . Min 
there is .4 reality in Religion, and given a Chech to: Atheiſm. m ORCS. 
| | ' - Mr. Jeans, a great School-4man-and Conformiſt' 
Scholeft. ond praii, Di-- int former Times, 'who- cenſured'the Non-confor- 
vin. .P1,.24 P-93, 24: Miſts as y as any, and wrote againſt them,, 
TG: whilc he had read but one fide, ' as he faith, and' 
W3as- 


- © This is the ingenuous Confeſſion of 'thar'Learned Man, making excuſe 
for what- he had written againſt the Non-conformiſts, © | wo 
. If we conſider what is our Defence agaiaſt the Common Enemy, we 
may find what may be our Cement among our ſelves3 the Reverend Dean 
of St. Paws in his Rational Account, p. 53- hath excellently demonſtrated, 
viz; That the Union of the - Catholick Church depends upon the Agree- 
« mentof it, -in-making the Foundation of its'Being to be che grounds of 
« its Communion 3 for the Unity being intended to preſerve the Being, 
© there can be no Reaſon given why the bonds of Union ſhould extend 
© beyond the Foundation of its Being, whichis the owning things nece(- 
« (ary to the Salvation of all, from whence it neceſſarily follows that 
« whatſoever. Church impoſeth-the belicf. of other Things as neceſſary 
© to Salvation, which were not {ſo antecedently neceflary to the Being of the 
© Catholick Church,doth as much as in it lies break the Unity of it. And 
« thoſe Churches who dg defire to preſerve its Unity are bound thereby not 
© to have Communion with it ſo. long as it doth fo. -Thefe things pre-- 
© miſed, ſaith he, We ſball thereby tind what the neceſſary Conditions of 
© Eccleſiaſtical Communion are, and conſequently where the proper Cauſe 
« of Schiſm lics: in. tranſgreſſing thoſe Bounds, and what Foundations, 
© may be laid for the Peace of the Chriſtian World. ; 
Which.agrees with his Irenic. P, 122," * Certainly the Primitive Church, 
© that did not charge Mens: Faith with ſuch a load of Articles, as now in 
© theſe latter Ages -Men> ure charged with, would mich lefs burthe 
© Men, with impoſigg/doubttul: PraQtices upon them, as the ground of 
« Church-Communion. MILEY aſs PO I 
 Trenic' p. 119,120, — * Let Men turn and wind themſelves which way 
« they will, -by the very ſame Arguments that any will prove Separation 
« from the'Church of Rome lawfu), ———_ required unlawfal Things 
| 2 


183.4 as 


lvl, 19" Ne 
ing ſo rrequivet rae iy: Hrgter 


And the Learned Holes fays,, Miſcelon p. 218. © Whereſo:ver falſe or 
) © ſulpeted Opinions are made a piece of che Chur.h- Liturgy, he'that ſepa- 
© rates is gabyba ary; mg oh md. T 13 : 1} 0121 "is 13164 ? 
_ A. B. Lowd again(t Fiſher - ({as quoted by Dr. $::{lingflees--itr his Rational 
Account, p. 3 Ty *Tis too.true-( lays he). indeed, 1bat there'is-0 miſerable Rent 
#n the Church, and. I. make no, queſtion but the beſt Men do moſt bemoan it v ntbr is 
be a Chriſtian, that, would not have Vnity; might be have it with Trath, But; 
I never ſaid or thought, that. the Proteſt ends made this Rent, the Canſeof Sthiſm 
4 is yours 7 for Ton, thruſt.Us from Tout, becanſs we called foriTruth, and Redveſs 
) of Abuſes | For a Schiſm. muſt. meds be theirs; whoſe the Cauſe off it 91" The 
Wo tuns fall out of the mouth of Chriſt ever againſt him that. gives the Offence 3 
not againſt bim that takgs it ever. . - | : ; EY CUT 
Chittingworth's ( Safe Way, fv197+) bath excell-nt Expreſſions warthy 
#0 be noted, viz. He that-would ofſert' Chriſtians to that Liberty which'Chriſt and 
bs Apiſtles left them, mult needs, dq Trath a:mift Heroical Servite.: - And ſeeing 
the, over-valuing of the Differences among Chriſtians, iu, one of the preaveſt Main- 
rainets of the Schiſm of Chriſtians, 6c. p.198. certainly if Procdf ans be felt y 
in this Matter ( of playing the Pope: ) #t-is for doing: tt too- much, and not tos 
litthe, — Take away theſe Walls of Separation, and ati will be quickly: one. 
) Take away thi perſecuting, burning, curſing, damning of Men, for not ſubſcribing 
80 1he Words of Men, as tbe' Words of God -( N« B. ) .require of Chtiftianr- only 
) #6 Þilieve Chriſt, and to call no Man Maſter but bine-only ++ let. thoſe leavs eldimiing 
of Tifallibility, that have no Title to it, and'let them that'in thew: Words, af 
elgim it, diſclaim-it likewiſe in their Attions. Ina ord, Takg away Tyranny, 
x Phich s the Devils Inſtrament 10ſupport Errocs;ond: Superſtitions and Impiniies 
T ſay, take away Tyranny, and reſtore Chriſtians- aha a. and full Liltntyof 
captivating "— Underftondings to-Scripowre! only; and: as Rivers, - when. they 
have a free Paſſage, rien all to the Ocean : So it may well .he \buped; by'God's 
! Bleſſing, that univerſal Liberty thus moderated; may quickly reduet Chritiendom 
fo rath aid Unit T— roo otut,y Nie 1197 03 09 OT TY! 
I hope, my; Louds the Bilaaps: willxcgard the Advice of got” 
Es h & 3 carn 


WE, © SR CES 
| Learned Mounfeuv Chaub in his Lettet to the Biſhop of Londen (adjoyncd 
.'to Dr Soillangflen's hate Book')' vis./ Bf 21321 3971s 2UOOE b 110 W 21 


_: Loo Ihe yaw will tet ew alithrly the Datier y,' rd tht $pirje 
proriges. rf vr whers the Difpuite (out Be ily of forte Tenth reno xa 
 Cerethontes that ave & Sturnblifg-block- ( NV; 8, ) 4nd which in +Deinſtlors are 


nothing in Compariſon of an intirt” Rt-whion of your Church, under your Dol 
Manſy, youwhl choke is ſeen” that Tok hoe the "Tpoae of your |Maſter more 
 thanyour ſelves;! and #havir 4 'not fb nineh from you? "Greatneſs and your Keele- 
ſiaftical. Dignity; that you defice to rectivi your Glory and your Foy, as ſto your 

- Paſtoral Vertaze; und: thi' ardent Cart you val of your Flocky,” oo 
The preſent Lord Biſhop of Hereford, in his Nak'd' Trath, with hearty 
Compatſion and Zeal; pleads the Cale 6f bur preſent Not-conformiftr, both 
with the ( then } two Houſes of Parliament, and the Cifhops in particu- 
lr. - Firſt, 1n his Addreſs to the' Lords and Commons in general, he 
EEIINL * My Lords' ad Noble Geftternen, you have fully 
© expreſſed yont Zeal'to God; and'his'Chutch,” in making Laws for ni- 
© ty, &c. | call God; the ſearcher of all Hearts, the God. of Life and 
© Death, ro witneſs, That would moſt readily, yea, molt joyfully Sacri- 
©fice-al} 1 have it this. World, my Life and All, thatal} Non-conformiſts 
5 werereducedito-our Churths but it falls out molt fadly, that yout Laws 
* have not the defired effeR, -our Chiirch is more and mote divided, &*c,— 
And concludes: with earneſt Prayers, < That Gvd: would dire ther to 


* that which may make for the Veity of our Charch, by yielding to weak 


be 6 | . bulb 3 th 
And in pags 16. (Edition in Folro ) he thus . i 
carnefily an fofiouſy Addreſſes himfelf to the Bi- Rb to Fotganss 
ſhops 3: * My Reverend: Fathers'arid* Judges of the Ther = only pleaſoat to ed 
« Churchy, & (witty St? Pant; Cob. 3;) befcech you - 7b s rommundedsy Gd, 
« put on fatherly bowel} of Mevey, Kindieſs, bumble-* ft any ect Ano 1; 
- neſs ; of Mind; ' Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering towards ding to ku:nane O nion, of 
- Four poor weak Childrens - and fo'long! as they 01 commanded by. God, "24 
- hold faſt the Body'of Chrift, be tut fo rigotous' {Mie snd infra 3 de: 
with them for Shadows+/if they ſubmit to you'in © ">7e117e Jum) ag all, in ba 
* Subſtance, have patience, tho they do not ſybmit Epiſtle to # Friend concern- 
| © in Ceremonies © -arid give me leave to tell you' bn Popery, Yn rb Contlu.. 
* my poor Opinion4- This violent'preſfing of Ce- 775 1pilliuthewarh 
* remonies hath (1humbly coSccive) been agreat his Will rells woke _ 
© hinderance from enebrachi/ ther.” Me [fearing | rable'ra 
* your Intentions to be far worſe than really they * 5 + 
Fare, and therefore abhor them. — 
And pag. 11.—* This force-urging Uniformity in Worſhip, hath cauſed 
© great diviſion in Faith, as well as Charity z for had you, by aboliſhing 
| * ſome 
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- * ſame Ceremonies, taken; the weak Brethren ;into.yous Church, 
rp OI | Litew 


they tad 


Yoke rcng canker yt ore mangoes 2a 7-8 
.* Opir 4 heir ow TT Lv 200 Qu, | OL ( ct 
©before your Eycs the dreadful Day of Judgment, when Chriſt in -his'Tri- 


© bunal of Juſtice ſhall require an account of every: Word and Deed, and 
_* hall thus gueſtion-you ; Here are {eyeral Souls, who- taking offence at 
* your Ceremonies, have forſaken. my Church, have forſaken the Faich,have 
© run. into Hell, the Souls for which.1 ſhed my. precious Blood'? Why have 
© you ſuffered this? Nay,why hayc youoccalioned this? Will-you Anſwer, 
© It was to preferve oxr Ceremonies ? Will not Chrit return unto you, Arc 
7 © your Geremonies more dear unto you than the Souls for which Idied? Who 
* hath required theſe things at your Hands? ' Will you; for Ceremonies, 
© which you your ſelves conſels to be indifferent,no way neceſſary unto _Sat- 
©vation, ſuffer your weak/Brethren to.periſh, for whom 1-died ? Have noc 
©T ſhewed you how: David and bis Souldiers were guiltleſs in eating the Sherv- 
© bread, which-was not lawful but only. for the 4 Pa #. If David difpen- 
© ſed witha Ceremony commanded by God, to ſatisfy the' hunger" of his 
© People, Will not you diſpence with your own Ceremonies to ſatify the. 
| 4 © Souls of my People, who are called by my Name, atd profeſs my Name, 
| t ©thoin weakneſs? Or will you tell Chriſt, they ought. to ſuffer tar (their 
{ 


© own wilfulneſs and perverſcneſs, who will not ſybmit to. the Laws of 

© the Church as they ought? Will not Chritt recuro, ;Shall they , periſh for 

© tranſgreſſing your humane Laws, which they ignorantly- canclude Errone- 

| © ous, And ſhall not you perith for tranſgreiſing my Divine Laws, which 

$ '  *you know to be Good and Holy ? Had I mercy on you, and: ſhould: not 

© you have mercy on your fellow Servants? With the: Came | meaſure you 

© meted, it ſhall bemeaſurcd unto yaw again :' I [tremble, to go farther, 

© but moſt humbly beſeech you, for Chrili's fake,cadeavour to regain theſe 

© frayed Sheep; for which he ſhed his:precious Blood; and think it as great 

© an advantage, as great an Honour to you, as-it was to St. Pal, to become 

© all things to all Meo, that you may gain ſome, as doubtleſs you will ma- 

© ny, tho. not all; and the few, ſtanders off will/ be the more convinced, 

* and at long rupning wearicd out and gained allo. 1 

s 11 STOLL ONO > 11 09) 2; | 2V6Ht 240k - 

I ole this Bilhop's carneft Requeſts, with one of the Prayers made by 

the Biſhops, for the late Falt on Decemh. 2.2. 1680. appointed by the King's 

* Proctarnation,” (among other,cnds)/ to unite. the Hearts of all Loyal Pro- 

teſtants, ( with which, I hope my Lards the Biſhops will joya their fiacete 
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—_—_mmmmnd doo __——_——_— 


For Union among our Selves. 


Leſfſed Jeſu, our Saviour, and our Peace ; who didft ſhed thy 
precious Blood upon the Creſi, that thou might'ſt aboliſh, and 
deftroy all Enmity among Mer, and reconcile themin one Body unto 
God : Lock down in much pity and compaſſion upon this diſtreſſed 
Church, and Nation ; who's bleeding Wounds, occafion'd by the la- ' 
mentable Diviſions that are among #4, cry aloud for thy ſpeedy Help, 
and ſaving Relief. Stir zip, webeſeech thee, every Soul of ws, carefully 
( as becomes ſincere Chriſtians) to root ont of our Hearts all Pride, 
and Vain-glory, all Wrath and Bitterneſs, all unjuſt Prejudice and 
cauſleſs Jealouſy, all Hatred and Malice, and deſire of Revenge, and 
whatſoever it is, that may any way exaſperate our Minds, or hinder 
#4 from diſcerning the things that belong unto our Peace :. And by the 
Power of thy Holy Spirit of Peace, diſpoſe all our Hearts to ſuch meek: 
wefoof Wiſdom, and lowlineſs of Mind, ſuch.calm and deliberate 
Long-ſuffering, and Forbearance of one another in Love, with ſuch due 
eſteem of thoſe, whom thou haſt ſet over ws to watch for our Souls, as 
may turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the Children, andthe Hearts of 
the Children to the Fathers ; that ſo we may become a ready People. 
prepar'd to livein Peace, and the God of Peace may be with us. To this 
End, give us all Grace, O Lord, ſeriouſly to lay to Heart, not only. 
the great Dangers we are in at preſent by theſe unhappy Diviſions, but 
alſo the great Obligations to this godly Union, and. Concord, . which- 
lie upon us : That as there is but one Body, and one. Spirit, and one. - 
Hope of our Calling ;, one Lord, one Faith, anc. Baptiſm, one.God, 
and Father of all; ſo we may henceforth be all of one Heart and of one 
Soul, cloſely united in one holy bond of Truth and Peace, of Faith and. 
Charity; and may, with one: Mind, and one. Mtuth glorify thee, 
O Lord, the Prince.of Peace, who. with thy bleſſed .F ke, in the 
Unity of the Holy Spivit, liveſt, and reigneſt ever one. God World. 
without men. | 
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